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IMMIGRATION 

By Raymond White 

 

 The numbers are in: One eighth of American voters are Hispanic. That’s huge, 

huge enough that we Republicans cannot continue to win national elections without them. 

If we continue to ignore them, Democrats will rule, and ruin, our country. So it should be 

our utmost priority to figure out ways to persuade Hispanics to vote Republican. 

 Hispanics should be voting Republican because they are mostly Catholic and pro-

life. In other words, they are ours to lose. But lose them we seem determined to do, over 

and over. That they do not vote Republican has to be our fault. And then we complain 

that we cannot carry California, the biggest electoral state of all. How stupid can we be? 

If we could regularly carry California — and we could if we could garner the Hispanic 

vote — we’d win every national election. That we do as well as we do without California 

is remarkable — strong evidence that truth really is on our side. 

 So, what can we do? The one, most conspicuous thing that we can do is to deal 

with illegal immigration in a sensible way. We Republicans grumble about 11 million 

illegals and an unsecure border. And, yes, we ought to secure our border, but what we 

really ought to be doing is to upstage the democrats and come up with a workable plan to 

fix the broken immigration system. That would give us a two-fold victory. First, it would 

draw Hispanics. But second, it would end this huge schism that divides our party.  

 Let’s admit this much: America is America because of immigrants. Those people 

with the courage to cross an ocean or a border, and leave every security behind, to join 

this amazing American dream, they, our ancestors, filled with immigrant energy and 

vision, are the ones who caused the American dream to happen in the first place. 

 I know, but we need to do it right and legal. Okay. So, let’s do it right and legal, 

and let’s decide, now, just what right and legal means and try to make both sides of the 

debate happy so we can get our conservative candidates elected. 

 Here’s the problem: It takes Hispanics too long to immigrate legally ― a decade 

or more. And so long as legal immigration is unobtainable, that will continue to be the 

incentive to immigrate illegally. That is the problem. 

So, how do we fix it?  

First: By speeding up the process. 

Should we want to do that? Yes, we should. Because speeding up the process of 

legal immigration would stem the flow of illegal immigration.  

And second: By speeding up the process, we will take control of the process; that 

is, we will define exactly who we want to let it and who we don’t. 

So, who should we choose to let in? That’s easy. Those who benefit us!  

 And who would benefit us? What criteria should we use? Just what should we 

demand? Here is my list. I have five requirements I think we have a right to demand. And 

any immigrant wanna’be who satisfies these five requirements, and I mean vetted, we 

should let in, and promptly. Here are my five. See if you agree. 

 

1. Speak English. 

Or at least either the husband or the wife. If not them, then the kids. Somebody in 

the family must speak English. America is an English speaking country and we 

have a right to keep it that way.  
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2. Have a beneficial purpose. 

Immigrants ought not to come for health care, or welfare, or so their babies can be 

born American citizens, or to milk our system for whatever benefit they envision. 

They ought to come to contribute. When you apply for a job, you don’t tell your 

prospective employer what you expect to get (unless he asks), you tell him what 

you expect to give. We need to know what benefit immigrants reasonably intend 

to bring to us. Doctors? Certainly. We need doctors. Grape pickers? Of course. 

We need grapes. Students? I’m not so sure. Maybe, or maybe not. Explain please, 

Mr. immigrant, how you getting an education in America will benefit America? 

 

3. Have no dangerous communicable diseases. 

I feel sorry for sick people; really, I do. And I’d do pretty much anything to help 

them, except I will not risk the lives of fellow Americans by allowing people in 

with tuberculosis, leprosy, plague, ebola, and hosts of other deadly contagions. 

 

4. Have no criminal or terrorist history, connections, or leanings. 

Of course we don’t want criminals. No drug cartel thugs, gang bangers, mafia 

types, or any other kind of criminals. And certainly no one who has sympathies 

for ISIS, Hamas, or any other Islamic terror-bent movement. Yes, I know there 

are a great many peace loving Muslims, and they are welcome. But we have a 

right to assure ourselves that they are as peace loving as they claim to be. 

 

5. Take an oath of loyalty to this country and its core principles. 

I don’t mean that immigrant-wanna-be’s should be disloyal to their country of 

origin, but I do mean that they should not be disloyal to our country and our core 

principles. We ought not tolerate people promoting the agenda of foreign nations 

at our expense, on our soil. Hospitality demands that guests behave with utmost 

courtesy to their hosts, and the best way to insure that is with an oath so that they 

bind themselves with the demands of their own religions beliefs. An oath of 

loyalty is our one shot at assuring ourselves that immigrants do not bring with 

them malicious intent. Now, I understand that at the heart of American 

jurisprudence lies this legal notion: cogitationis poenam nemo emeret; no man 

may be punished for his thoughts. But I am not talking about criminal law and 

jeopardy, I am talking about immigration, which is fundamentally a negotiation. 

Immigrant wanna-be’s want into our country — fine. But we want assurances 

from them, and high on that list is that they do not harbor malicious intent or 

political notions that run counter to what America is about. To convince us that 

they really mean what they say, we ought to require immigrants to take an oath. 

 

These five things are reasonable things to require of anyone seeking to immigrate 

to America. And that is my opinion. 


