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DEMOCRACY 

By Raymond White 

 

 Don’t you ever wish you could fire your congressman or senator or president or 

judge? I don’t mean four years from now at the next election, I mean now, right now. 

Just give him or her a pink slip and say, “Good-bye, you’re through.” 

 After all, that’s the day-to-day stress you live under. You can be fired tomorrow. 

That’s why you work hard today. Your boss can hand you a pink slip the moment you 

walk in the door and say, “Bye-bye,” as security guards escort you to your car. 

 But we can’t fire our politicians, can we? And why not? They work for us, don’t 

they? Why can’t we fire them? Because they get to serve out their term. They are hired 

for 2 years, 4 years, 6 years, or for life and we cannot get rid of them no matter how bad a 

job they do. 

 That’s not fair, is it? 

 The reason we cannot fire our politicians is because they are elected to long terms 

and thus we are a nation ruled by representatives. It is not us, not We The People, who 

decide laws, it is our representatives, and they represent us only when they choose to. 

Now, we get to pick them, to be sure, but never-the-less, when they are in power, 

they are in absolute power and we can do nothing to deter them, so they can do whatever 

they want while they’re in office. 

 Well, we may be stuck with representative government, but are we stuck with 

those long-tenured terms? Not necessarily. We have an alternative. 

 

[1] ELECTIONS 

 

 We don’t have to put up with 2, 4, and 6 years of tyranny, we can have an election 

every month. Heck, we can have an election every day, but let’s stick with every month. 

 Why do we have long terms? Because elections are a big deal and are costly. And 

when the Constitution was written, candidates would have to chase around the country 

trying to persuade voters to vote for him. An election every month was so out-of-the-

question that no one would have even thought of such a thing, let alone pursue it.  

 But two centuries later, a wonderful thing got invented: computers. And soon 

after that: the internet. And now the whole notion of frequent elections suddenly becomes 

feasible — and cheap. 

 All we have to do is create an exhaustive database of registered voters, and allow 

any voter to login at any time and change his or her votes. And then on the first day of 

every month count the votes and see who is president (or senator or representative or 

judge) this month.  

 Think of the problems this would solve. It will eliminate voter fraud. Dead people 

and felons would be automatically expunged from the database so they cannot vote and 

no one can vote for them. Undocumented persons never get on the database in the first 

place so they can’t vote or be voted.  

 And what about duplicate votes? Want to vote in the morning than again in the 

afternoon? Be my guest. You have only one record in the database so voting often is not a 

duplicate vote, it’s just changing your vote. 

 What about bags of voter ballots that conveniently disappear? Can’t happen.  
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What about ballots from military bases on foreign soil that arrive too late to be 

counted because of deadline rules? Can’t happen. 

 What about malware? Intentionally corrupted code to skew the election? Well, if 

it’s open code then Republicans and Democrats and anyone else can keep a careful eye 

on it so programmer cheating is impossible because the whole world is looking.  

 What about recounts? Democrats are notorious for demanding recounts knowing 

(actually hoping) that errors may change the outcome. It never seems to dawn on anyone 

that such results-changing errors might actually be introduced by the recount and it’s 

impossible to know which (the first count or the recount) is the correct count. With my 

system, want a recount? Go ahead. Press the rerun button if you want. You’ll get the 

same numbers in a few seconds. Want another recount? Press it again, and again, as many 

times as you want, you’ll get the same numbers, which simply verifies that the count was 

right the first time.  

It will be necessary, however, that during the “election” (vote counting) that 

voters are blocked from changing their vote. 

 My point is that a monthly “election” (run the software to see how everyone’s 

votes stand today) is reasonable because it’s quick, and it’s cheap, and it’s accurate. So, 

why not? 

 Now someone will complain, “But our elected officials would never get anything 

done because they’ll be campaigning all the time.” Yes, I hope so — each one working 

hard to do a good job so that no one will have a legitimate grievance to oust and replace 

him. Isn’t that what you have to do every day you go to work? You have to do a good job 

so you don’t screw up and get fired. Shouldn’t our government representatives have to 

work under the same pressure that you do? That they don’t, that they are not immediately 

accountable as you and I are, that’s why the government is so screwed up.  

 Term limits, however, are a must or some likable dictator would remain forever. 

 

[2] DEMOCRACY 

 

 But now, let’s take this new political use of computers to the next logical step. 

Why should We The People have to surrender the entire process of government over to 

the government? Why do we have to have a representative government? Why do we have 

a republic rather than a democracy? Because the framers of the constitution didn’t trust 

the people. Well, Mr. James Madison, I trust the people, and I trust them a whole lot 

more than I trust our government which has screwed over the people so many times I 

can’t begin to count.  

 But is a true democracy even possible? Two millennia ago in Athens, citizens sat 

around and voted with black and white stones. Now that was a democracy. But we can’t 

do that today, can we? — sit in a circle tossing stones into a cup. 

 Actually, we can. 

 How? 

 Easy. Computers! And the internet, of course. 

 Yes, a short time ago a full fledged democracy was technically out of the 

question. But today, the software could be written in a month, maybe a week. Heck, 

Microsoft or Facebook or Google’s programming staff could probably crank it out in a 
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day if they worked overtime. There is no technical obstacle to reforming our government 

into a true democracy. There are only political obstacles.  

 So, what would we vote on? Laws, of course, all laws.  

Who would craft the bills? Congress.  

But didn’t we just get rid of representatives? No. We’d still need representatives 

to craft bills, we just don’t dare allow them to vote them into law. Only the people have 

the right to decide what laws they are willing to submit themselves to. 

 Now, the Supreme Court would still strike down unconstitutional laws, and the 

Treasure would strike down unbalanced budgets. But to make laws binding on the 

people? Only We The People should have the right to do that. 

 That’s my opinion. 

 


