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WORK 

By Raymond White 

 

Psalms 104:23 Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour until the evening. 

 

 This sounds like a complaint. The reality of life is work, work, work. Like the 

Ernie Ford song: “Sixteen tons and what do you get? Another day older and you’re 

deeper in debt.” And sorry to say, but work is biblical. It began with Adam and Eve: 

(Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return to the 

ground.) and there’s no way out of it, except to get rich and lazy, and they you die of 

atrophy, or boredom. So you can’t win. 

 So let’s try to see this from another side, to see work as a positive instead of a 

negative. Someone said, “Life is tough.” And someone replied, “Compared to what?” 

Now that’s true. Would you rather be dead? Without work you soon will be.  

I read a study once that answered the question: What age has the highest mortality 

(most deaths)? The answer was 66. Why would that be? Because that’s the age that most 

people quit working. When you stop, you die.  

 So love it or hate it, work is the deal. You might as well stop complaining about it 

and embrace it. Calvin Coolidge once said, “Work is not a curse, it is the prerogative of 

intelligence, the only means to manhood, and the measure of civilization.” 

 So, with that introduction, let’s see what the bible has to say about work. 

 

Proverbs 10:4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of 

the diligent maketh rich. :5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that 

sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame.  

 

This describes the man who is not really interested in getting the job done. Slack 

hand means he puts in a token effort. He clocks in, clocks out, accomplishes just enough 

to not get fired, then goes home and complains that he had a rough day at work making 

his wife miserable too.  

He has an alternative. He could just embrace it and that would solve two 

problems: (1) he’d make more money, and (2) he’d enjoy it.  

Someone wrote, “If you want to earn more than you get, you need to be worth 

more than you are paid.” 

 

Proverbs 12:24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but the slothful shall be 

under tribute.  

 

This means that people who work hard end up running the company while azy 

people end up hopelessly in debt. So that makes three problems that lazy people have: (1) 

they’re miserable because they hate their work, (2) they don’t make much money, and 

now (3) because they don’t make much money they get hopelessly in debt and that makes 

them even more miserable.  

Thomas Jefferson said, “Never spend money before you have it.” 
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Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of 

the diligent shall be made fat. 

 

 There’s one thing that lazy people do as well as anyone else: they want. Everyone 

wants. There is no shortage of wanting. Even your two-year-old in a shopping cart knows 

how to say “buy me, buy me, buy me!” and cry when you don’t. The problem is not 

wanting but getting. How do you get what you want, and the answer is work. 

Here’s a good rule: “The world owes you a living only when you have earned it.” 

 

Proverbs 14:4 Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the 

strength of the ox.  

 

If you want real work to get done, expect mess. Don’t complain about the ox for 

messing up the place. He’s getting the work done. Women, if your hard working husband 

comes home with grease on his hands and clothes and you want to grumble about it, just 

remember, that’s what’s putting food on your table and keeping a roof over your head.  

How about this? “It’s not the hours you put into your work that counts; it’s the 

work you put into you hours.” Well, one proof of diligent work is mess. 

 

Proverbs 14:23 In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to 

penury. 

 

 “Words, words, words,” said Eliza Doolittle in My Fair Lady. “Don’t talk of love, 

show me.” Everyone has a lot to say about what they are going to do.  

 Here’s a better idea: “It is far more impressive when others discover your good 

qualities without your help.” 

 

Proverbs 21:5 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of 

every one that is hasty only to want.  

 

Laziness is not the only destroyer of wealth. Hastiness can be just as deadly.  

Hastiness creates a get-rich-quick attitude which draws a man away from honest 

work and makes him reckless. Gambling for instance had destroyed many people, like the 

man who  went to Vegas in a $50,000 Cadillac and returned in a $100,000 bus. 

Hastiness also causes a person to short-cut the process and his work is inferior. 

It’s simply the law of the harvest: plant too late, water too little, and you harvest nothing.  

It’s as Richard Feinman once said: “Nature will not be fooled.” 

Also, there is this Welsh proverb: Some people are so busy learning the tricks of 

the trade, they never learn the trade.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 1:3 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under 

the sun?  

 

Yes there is that, we do die. And if you want to surrender your life and philosophy 

to existential cynicism, and live a joyless life, be my guest. But that’s why we have faith, 

and why we’re reading the bible, to overcome that sense of dread and enjoy life.  
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Charles R. Brown said: “We have too many people who live without working; 

and we have altogether too many who work without living.” So, live. 

 

Proverbs 14:23 In all labour there is profit.  

 

This goes beyond financial remuneration for the work we do which is certainly 

valid and the reason we work at all. But this is saying that the work has value in and of 

itself regardless of reciprocation. If you’ve ever volunteered to help sick people or poor 

people, you understand the satisfaction of improving the lives of others. But even beyond 

that, learning for learning’s sake is its own goal. Learning to play a guitar with no 

expectation of making money or ever even playing to an audience is rewarding. And if 

the effort turns out to be profitable, then so much the better. 

 Thomas Edison said: “I never did a day’s work in my life ― it was all fun.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business…  

 

Dreams alone don’t accomplish much. But dreams plus work, that’s the winning 

combination that makes great things happen. 

Someone said, “Begin. The rest is easy.” But begin what? Well, that’s what the 

dreams are for. Donald Trump said, “Dream big.” Steve Jobs said, “Dream bigger.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 10:10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he 

put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.  

 

This is great common sense. Just because a task is difficult doesn’t make it 

impossible. You just have to put more effort into it.  

Of course it is true that a sharp ax will cut wood easier ― college education and 

good grades do get people into higher paying careers. But if your ax is dull and you have 

no way to sharpen it, you can still cut wood, you just have to work harder. Being more 

creative and aiming better (“wisdom is profitable to direct”) help too. 

Edmund Burke said: “Never despair. But if you do, work on in despair.” Jeffrey 

Holland, a Mormon apostle, said, “Sometimes the only way out is through.” 

 

Ecclesiastes 11:6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 

thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 

whether they both shall be alike good.  

 

 Between optimism (Ecclesiastes 9:11 the race is not to the swift) and pessimism 

(Proverbs 13:4 the soul of the diligent shall be made fate), there is strategic realism. If 

you work hard, you may get the crop or the job that you hope for, or you may not. Life 

gives no guarantees.  

This verse is telling us that, yes, work does have its rewards, but because of luck’s 

flakiness, you must work harder and longer because you don’t know exactly which effort 

will pay off. If you do this, that, and the other, maybe this and that will fail but the other 

will succeed, and maybe the other will make all your work and effort worthwhile.  

Gary Player said it best: “The harder you work, the luckier you get.” 


