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GOD RESPONDS TO VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE 

By Raymond White 

 

 There are times when God finally gets fed up with people and finally exterminates 

them. At what point does God reach the end of his patience and pull the trigger? 

 It’s important to understand that God never destroys a people or orders their 

destruction because of disbelief. The Bible is very different than the Koran in this respect. 

The Koran’s “sword verses” order Muslims to kill those who will not submit to Islam. 

There are no such verses in the Bible. Nowhere in the Bible does God kill people because 

of unbelief. But what does enrage God to the point of killing? The truth is not surprising. 

 

[1] THE FLOOD 

 

Genesis 6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled 

with violence. :13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before 

me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy 

them with the earth. 

 

 Why did God bring the flood? Because man was sinful? No. Because man was 

evil? No. Because man was not nice and did bad things? No, no, no. God brought the 

flood because man was violent. In other words: “You like killing so much? Fine. I’ll kill 

all of you, that seems to be what you want.” 

 When the flood was over God began capital punishment to curb men’s violence. 

 

Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in 

the image of God made he man.  

 

[2] CANAANITES 

 

 God ordered Israel to destroy the nations of the land of Canaan. Why did he do 

that? For one reason, because they sacrifice their children.  

 

Deuteronomy 12:29 When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from 

before thee, wither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them and 

dwellest in their land :30 Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by 

following after them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou 

enquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods? Even 

so will I do likewise. :31 Every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have 

they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burnt 

in the fire to their gods. 

 

[3] ISRAEL 

 

 God was very specific. He made it as clear as he possibly could. You will kill 

those nations because they kill their children, and when you have killed them and have 

taken their land, you must not kill your children as they did theirs. 
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Deuteronomy 18:09 When thou are come into the land which the LORD thy God 

giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abominations of those nations.  :10 

There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter 

to pass through the fire, … 

 

 But they did not obey this simple instruction. They did exactly that thing which 

God had expressly forbidden. 

 

2 Kings 21:12 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Behold, I am 

bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both 

his ears shall tingle :16 [because] Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till 

he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another… 

 

2 Chronicles 28:1 Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign … :3 

Moreover he burnt incense in the Valley of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the 

fire … 

 

Jeremiah 7:31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the 

valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; 

which I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart. 

 

Ezekiel 16:20 Moreover thou hast taken thy sons and thy daughters, whom thou 

has borne unto me, and these hast thou sacrificed unto them to be devoured. Is 

this of thy whoredoms a small matter, :21 That thou hast slain my children, and 

delivered them to cause them to pass through the fire for them? 

 

 They thought that killing children was a small matter, no big deal. But God 

thought it was a very large matter, especially since he considered the babies that were kill 

to be his own: “unto me” and “my children.” 

 And the penalty for this grievous disobedience was severe. God removed them 

from the land and taken captive. Basically, you’ve killed my children now I will kill you 

back. 

 

Jeremiah 15:4 And I will cause them to be removed into all kingdoms of the 

earth, because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he 

did in Jerusalem. 

 

Ezekiel 12:19 …that her land may be desolate from all that is therein, because of 

the violence of all them that dwell therein. 

 

 God answers violence with violence. He who lives by the sword shall die by the 

sword, a simple and bitter lesson that all nations should learn. 


