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 Elijah was an amazing man ― full of God’s power and nearly fearless. Yet immediately 

after his greatest victory, we find him a whimpering defeated failure. Here’s the story. 

 

1 Kings 18:19 …gather me all Israel unto Mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four 

hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s 

table. :38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice and the wood 

and the stones. :39 And when the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and said, the 

LORD, he is the God. :40 And the took [the priests] and Elijah brought them down to the 

brook Kishon and slew them there. 

 

 This, of course, was Elijah’s great victory over the false prophets of Baal, and we’re all 

cheering him on, “Yea, Elijah. Go get ‘em!” But then something happened to the man which 

leaves us bewildered.  

 

1 Kings 19:2 Then Jezebel sent messenger unto Elijah saying, So let the gods do to me 

and more also if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time. 

:3 When he saw that, he arose, and went for his life. :4 and came and sat down under a 

juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die. 

 

 Imagine that. Nine hundred and fifty false prophets, no problem. One angry woman, and 

Elijah is running and begging God to let him die. This wass not his finest moment.  

 Sometimes a great victory will lead us directly to our next big challenge. Satan strikes 

when we’re weak, often at the moment of exhilarating satisfaction follow a great victory, when 

we’re off our guard.  

 This is also true of nations. The historian Arnold Toynbee wrote, “It is clear that the most 

dangerous period for a civilization is when it thinks it is safe and faces no further challenges.”  

 It was also true of Jesus. Following one of his greatest achievements, his baptism and 

God’s approval― 

 

Mark 1:12 …immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness, :13 and he was there 

forty days tempted of Satan. 

 

 Fortunately Jesus was up to the challenge. But that was the moment when Satan struck. 

Jesus moved from the presence of God to the presence of Satan.  

 The point is: When you think you are the strongest, at your best, on your game, that may 

be the very moment when Satan, or fate, or just plain bad luck blindsides you. Like the French in 

1940, who, hiding safely (as they supposed) behind their Maginot Line, thought they could not 

be attacked by the Germans. They were wrong. And the Trojans who thought they were safe 

behind their walls and could not be attacked by the Greeks. They too were wrong. 

 The problem with security is it sometimes proves to be less secure that we think. We 

should always be on our guard, and never more so than we’ve just achieved our most recent great 

victory.  


