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 In Charles Dickens’ immortal classic, “A Tale of Two Cities,” the author builds his 

drama by contrasting the two cities London and Paris.  

 Taking a cue from that, I want to contrast the two Biblical cities Sodom and Jericho. Not 

because the cities are interesting ― they are, and both were doomed ― but because of the two 

women whose stories sprung out of those two cities.  

 

Genesis 19:24 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from 

the Lord out of heaven. :26 But [Lot’s] wife looked back from behind him, and she 

became a pillar of salt. 

 

Joshua 2:1 [Joshua’s spies] came into an harlot’s house, name Rahab, and lodged there. 

:3 and the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab saying, Bring forth the men that are come to 

thee. :4 And the woman took the two men and hid them. :9 And she said unto the men, I 

know that the Lord hath given you the land. :12 Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me 

by the Lord, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my 

father’s house. 

 

 Here we have the stories of two women and the doomed cities they lived in. One woman 

was a wife and mother, the other was a harlot. Other than that, they had a great deal in common: 

they were both city dwellers; they both had families they cared about; their acquaintances were 

wicked people; their cities were doomed because of sin; they both had one opportunity to escape; 

and they both seized that opportunity which amounted to obeying God, abandoning their former 

lives and friends, and accepting whatever new life God led them to. 

 Sadly, however, although one escaped, the other did not. Lot’s wife looked back after she 

had already reached safety and fell victim to her own indecision.  

 Escaping judgement requires more than walking away from an old life and destructive 

friends, it requires not having second thoughts about it. No decision matters except the final one.  

 Rahab, on the other hand, when she made her decision, it was final. There was no looking 

back, no regrets, there was only one way to go and that was forward into a new life. 

 So, how was her new life? 

 

Matthew 1:5 And Salmon begat Boaz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and 

Obed begat Jesse; :6 And Jesse begat David the king… 

 

 Her new life turned out pretty good. There was a man in Israel who loved her and 

overlooked her shady past. She became a mother and the great-great-grandmother of King David 

and the Davidic dynasty and that made her an ancestor of Jesus Christ.  

 It’s amazing what can happen when one turns his or her life from sin to God ― if one 

does not look back. 

 

Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 


