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TRUST 

By Raymond White 

 

 I remember as a kid having the devil of a time trying to memorize the twelve parts 

of the Boy Scout Oath, and I recall it only now because the first of the twelve is: “A scout 

is trustworthy,” which is a call to integrity, which is rightly first on the list ― everything 

else issues from that starting place: “loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, 

cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.” There. I did it. I still remember. 

 But if trustworthiness is a high virtue, then so also is trust. For an extreme 

example: if it is good that God is trustworthy, then it must also be good that we trust him,  

The two must go hand in hand for either one is useless without the other. 

 I’ve picked some bible verses that show the balance of trust and trustworthiness. I 

hope they will be useful to you.  

 

[1] TRUSTING YOUR SPOUSE 

 

Judges 14:15 They said unto Sampson’s wife, Entice thy husband, that he may 

declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy father’s house with fire. :17 

And she wept before him…and he told her because she lay sore upon him: and 

she told the riddle to the children of her people. 

 

 Sampson’s wife had good reason to fear. These people had made a bet with 

Sampson that they could answer a riddle he had put to them, and to win the bet, they 

threatened his wife with death, forcing her to learn the answer from her husband and 

divulging it to them.  

And their scheme worked. Under the fear of death, she betrayed her husband’s 

trust and gave them what they wanted. But that set in motion a series of events that 

resulted in her death and the deaths of her family. 

 This story is wholly tragic, the more so since it appears that she was trapped by 

evil circumstances that she could not escape by any means. 

But in hindsight, she did have an escape. She had another option but it either 

didn’t occur to her or, if it did, she didn’t trust it. What she could have done and should 

have done was to tell her husband about the murderous plot, and trust that they together 

would discover a solution. After all, this was Sampson. He would have just killed them 

all ― problem solved. But he didn’t have the chance to help her because she had decided 

on her own to placate the extortionists and betray her husband. And as a result, she died. 

 Lesson: husbands and wives; trust each other. Whatever problems you face, face 

them together. Don’t get entangled with stuff behind your sweetheart’s back. Your 

husband or wife may have the very resource you need, if you but trust. And if you must 

fail, then at least fail together. Then at least you can rise from the ashes and rebuild 

together. Why create a second problem with betrayal? 

 

[2] TRUSTING GOD 

 

Psalms 57:1 Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul 

trusteth in thee.  
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What we are hoping is that God will notice that we trust him, and that our trusting 

him will motivate him to be merciful.  

This is not only theologically sound but also entirely reasonable. Consider: If 

someone trusts you to do something, are you not more motivated to do that something 

simply because they trust to do it? For instance, if you tell your wife, “I’ll be home at six 

and I’ll take you to the movies.” Your word may or may not be your bond. But if she 

says, “Can I count on that? I’ll cancel my hair appointment.” In other words, can I trust 

you? That trust doubles down on your obligation and ratchets up your impulse to deliver 

on your promise. This is especially true in real life and death situations like trusting God 

to save us. It certainly doesn’t hurt to remind God now and then, “we’re trusting you.” 

 

Jeremiah 14:22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause 

rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Art not thou he, O LORD our God? 

Therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.  

 

The point is, when everything is falling apart and nothing is working, you might 

as well trust God because there’s nothing else to turn to.  

 

Jeremiah 20:11 But the LORD is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my 

persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail… 

 

The point is not just that Jeremiah trusts God, but that he trusts God in spite of all 

the bad stuff that has happened to him from :1 on. It’s easy to trust God in good times 

(although many don’t even then). It’s much harder to trust God in bad times (See 20:7-8. 

Even Jeremiah falters.). 

 

Habakkuk 1:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the 

just shall live by his faith.  

 

In other words, Habakkuk, don’t get hung up on this. Just trust me.  

 

[3] TRUSTING OTHERS 

 

Proverbs 25:19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken 

tooth, and a foot out of joint.  

 

Trust is a wonderful thing, but misplaced trust can have terrible consequences. 

You should trust, but you should only trust the trustworthy. Reputation and integrity 

matter. This applies to a contractor who doesn’t show up, and also to an incompetent 

general who get his army killed. 


