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TITHING 

By Raymond White 

 

 Here is a whirlwind tour of tithing in the Bible. The verses I’ve listed here are not 

verses that are typically used in discussions of tithing, but hopefully that will make this a 

little more interesting.  

 

[1] ARGUMENT AGAINST TITHING 

 

 Let’s start on the opposing side. Is tithing really a requirement? 

 

Isaiah 55:1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 

no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money 

and without price.  

 

If salvation is free, it’s hard to understand why God would require tithing. Well, 

in a practical sense, certainly it has to be required. Without contributions, our church or 

any church including ancient Israel’s priestly system would not last long. But still, 

“without price” means free.  

 A friend of mine (actually, a relative but I won’t say who) complained to me 

about tithing. He said that the notion that 10% on rich and poor alike is fair, is simply not 

true. It is not fair. Why? Because a rich man ―  let’s say a billionaire ― can give away a 

hundred million dollars (10%) and not feel any pain from the loss at all. What he has left 

is so much that he doesn’t even miss the missing millions. But a poor man who has to 

struggle every day to put food on the table so his kids don’t go hungry, every dollar he 

gives away is painful, and is risky to the children. So, how can that be considered fair?  

 I can’t argue with that. It is unfair. But that’s what wealth does ― it shelters the 

rich from pain.  

But let me turn that argument around and ask this question: When you die and 

face God’s judgment, maybe God will ask you something like this: “When you gave, did 

it hurt?” You might be inclined to answer, “No, I gave cheerfully and enjoyed doing it,” 

and you might suppose that sort of answer would please God. But what if God replied to 

that with this? “You enjoyed it? Then where was your sacrifice?” 

 I know. I’m stretching the point. But Jesus did make that very point in the story of 

the widow’s mite.  

 

Luke 21:1 And he [Jesus] looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into 

the treasury. :2 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two 

mites. :3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in 

more than they all: :4 For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the 

offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had. 

 

 My point ― and I think Jesus’ point ― is that it was not the large gifts given from 

rich men’s wealth that impressed Jesus, it was the widow giving from her poverty that 

impressed Jesus. So maybe it is the rich who are disadvantaged because it is so very hard 

for them to feel pain about anything. Maybe the real advantage is to be able to say to God 
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― and mean ― “Yes, what I gave hurt.” Then God might ask, “Then why did you give?” 

And the poor man can convincingly answer, “Because I felt so strongly about that issue 

at that time so that I could not not give.” In other words, when a poor man gives till it 

hurts, he is telling God, and the universe, “Hey, I can’t give much but I’m on the team 

too.” That’s the real benefit of tithing. 

 Now, let’s not fool ourselves. Big gifts from rich people do seem to move the 

world. But that’s not totally accurate. Small gives from middle class people move the 

world more. Why? Because there are a whole lot more of us. So if you’re at the level of 

the widow staring at two mites wondering how could your giving matter, just know this: 

it does matter because there are lots of widows mites. Also because your pain influences 

God, and there’s nobody richer than God and he matches your gift many times over. 

 

[2] TITHING IN LIEU OF LAND 

 

Numbers 18:21 And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in 

Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the 

tabernacle of the congregation. :24 But the tithes of the children of Israel, which 

they offer as an heave offering unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to 

inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall 

have no inheritance.  

 

 The Levites received no land, but they didn’t need it because they received 

instead a perpetual tax from the people, one tenth of the nation’s produce. With that 

income, who needs land? 

 

[3] LEVITES PAID TITHING TOO 

 

Numbers 18:26 When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have 

given you from them for your inheritance, Then ye shall offer up an heave offering 

of it for the LORD, even a tenth part of the tithe. :27 And this your heave offering 

shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the threshingfloor, and 

as the fullness of the winepress. 

 

 Just because priests receive tithing and live from that income, does not mean that 

they are themselves exempt from paying tithing. The income that priests receive from 

tithing must itself be tithed. In that sense, their income is no different than a farmer’s 

income from his crop which is tithed from the threshingfloor, or any other person’s 

income.  

 

[4] CAN’T TITHE ILLICIT GAINS 

 

Deuteronomy 23:18 Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore [female prostitute], 

or the price of a dog [male prostitute], into the house of the LORD thy God for any 

vow: for even both these are abomination unto the LORD thy God.  
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Illicit incomes may not be tithed. The church doesn’t want your money if it came 

from an immoral source.  

I heard once that the Mormon church will not accept tithing from gambling 

winnings. If that’s true, that would make sense. It would be a disincentive for a Mormon 

to gamble because he runs the risk that he might actually win big, can’t tithe, and lose his 

temple recommend. 

 

[5] TITHING DECLARATION 

 

Deuteronomy 26:12 When thou hast made an end of tithing all the tithes of thine 

increase the third year, which is the year of tithing, and hast given it unto the 

Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that they may eat within thy 

gates, and be filled; :13 Then thou shalt say before the LORD thy God, I have 

brought away the hallowed things out of mine house, and also have given them 

unto the Levite, and unto the stranger, to the fatherless, and to the widow, 

according to all thy commandments which thou hast commanded me: I have not 

transgressed thy commandments, neither have I forgotten them. 

 

 Tithe on the increase. This is very much like a temple recommend interview. 

Periodically, in the church, we declare to our bishops that we are a full tithe payer, that 

we are generous, and that we are commandment keepers. The connection of contribution 

with a declaration of obedience is plain enough, and its similarity to the way that 

Mormons do it is striking. I imagine other churches have similar practices as well, but 

I’m not familiar with them. 

 

[6] GOD CAN REIMBURSE 

 

2 Chronicles 25:5 Amaziah gathered…300,000 men able to go forth to war…:6 

also an 100,000…out of Israel…:7 But there came a man of God to him saying, O 

king, let not the army of Israel go with thee…:8 if thou wilt go…God shall make 

thee fall before the enemy :9 And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall 

we do for the hundred talents which I have given to the army of Israel. And the 

man of God answered, The LORD is able to give thee much more than this. 

 

 This verse is not about tithing but about a principle that influences tithing. 

Amaziah was ready to go to war, but a prophet told him don’t do that because you 

will lose. Amaziah wisely took that to heart but complained a bit: “But I’ve already paid 

the soldiers, how do I get my money back?” And the prophet’s answer was, “You do 

what God told you to do and God will reimburse you.” The point: God is the source of 

wealth. He can refund your generosity and make you richer. 

 

[7] EVERYTHING GETS TITHED 

 

2 Chronicles 31:5 …the children of Israel brought in abundance the firstfrutis of 

corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the field; and the tithe of 

all things brought they in abundantly. :10 Since the people began to bring…we 



 

4 

 

have enough to eat and have left plenty…which is left is this great store [too 

much]. :12 And bought in the offerings and the tithes and the dedicated things 

faithfully… 

 

Clearly, these offerings and tithes were the living of the priests and Levites. 

Everything, every kind of crop and produce was tithed.  

 

[8] AFTER THE DIASPORA 

 

Nehemiah 10:37 And that we should bring…the tithes of our ground unto the 

Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 

 

 The recently returned Jews were concerned for the Levites. Their success or 

failure as a nation depended largely on the religious system, and to keep that intact, the 

Levites had to be taken care of. 

 

[9] GOD’S COMPLAINT 

 

Isaiah 43:23 Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; 

neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve 

with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. :24 Thou hast bought me no 

sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of they sacrifices: 

but thou hast made me to serve with your sins, thou hast wearied me with thin 

iniquities.  

 

God complains that they are not paying their tithes: You’re supposed to be 

serving me, but instead you make me your servant because I really have to work hard to 

forgive all your sins. How about helping me out with this? 

 

[10] HONORING COMMITMENTS 

 

Jonah 2:9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; will pay 

that that I have vowed.  

 

Yes, salvation is of the LORD. Yes, our vanities (:8) don’t save us. But all that 

grace requires your worship and your worship requires your contributions. 

 

 


