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CHILD SACRIFICE 

2 Kings 17:17 

By Raymond White 

 

 When we talk about sin we often make it so vague that we hardly know just what 

we are talking about. Live right and obey God. Okay, but what exactly does that mean? 

 Ancient Israel had a multitude of sins, but let’s be clear about one thing: the sin 

that forced God to abandon Israel and hand their fate over to the Babylonians, was one 

thing specifically, it was child sacrifice. Then, to pour salt into the wound, they made it 

part of their religious worship making God an accomplice. Nothing could have made God 

angrier than that. 

 Here then is the list of verses that document the horrible epic of child sacrifice in 

ancient Israel. 

 

[1] THE HORROR 

 

2 Kings 16:3 But he [Ahaz] walked in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and 

made his son to pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the 

heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before the children of Israel. 

 

 The reason that God used Israel to destroy the heathen is because of their child 

sacrifice. That is sufficient grounds. In other words, “You like to kill your children? Okay 

then. I’ll kill you and all your children and have done with you.” But now here was Israel 

doing the same thing. That makes them doubly guilty: of murder and also killing those 

who were guilty of murder. 

 

2 Kings 17:17 And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the 

fire… 

 

 Why was Israel destroyed? It was not just because of false religion, it was because 

of ritual child murder. That’s ultimately where false religion leads, to killing children. 

That’s where America is at with its abortion clinics that our laws tolerate.  

 

2 Kings 17:31 …and the Sepharivites burnt their children in fire to Adrammelech 

and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharaim. 

 

 So, is freedom of religion a good thing? It’s a very bad thing when it leads to this. 

 

2 Kings 21:6 And he [Manasseh] made his son pass through the fire… 

 

 A king in Israel murdered his own son, a prince, with fire. 

 

2 Kings 23:6 And [Josiah] brought out the grove from the house of the LORD, 

without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and 

stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the 

children of the people. 
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 Josiah was a great king, and he put an end to this evil. Why did he sprinkle the 

powder on the graves? I think this might mean that having destroyed the images of Baal 

and ground them into powder, he sprinkled that powder over the graves of the many 

children who had been sacrificed to those false gods. It was an apology of sorts; a 

demonstration to those children that it was over.  

 

2 Kings 23:10 And [Josiah] defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children 

of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the 

fire to Molech. 

 

 It’s about time. Stopping the murder of children was long overdue. But it was too 

late. God’s wrath was already in motion. 

 

2 Kings 24:3 Surely at the commandment of the LORD came this upon Judah, to 

remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did 

:4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with 

innocent blood; which the LORD would not pardon. 

 

2 Chronicles 28:1 Ahaz…did not that which was right :2 he…made molten 

images for Baalim :3 Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of the son of 

Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fire after the abominations of the heathen 

whom the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. 

 

2 Chronicles 33:6 And he [Manasseh] caused his children to pass through the fire 

in the valley of the son of Hinnom… 

 

The victims mentioned are Manasseh’s own children, plural. Well, if he was 

doing this to his own children, then it must have been a common practice of many other 

Jews. The point being, it wasn’t rare, it was common. 

 

2 Chronicles 36:15 Moveover all the chief of the priests, and the people, 

transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen.  

 

All the abominations certainly included child sacrifice. 

 

Psalms 16:4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their 

drink offerings of blood will I not offer. 

 

 This must a reference to human sacrifice, and God is saying he is not part of it, 

this is their own doing. 

 

Psalms 106:35 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. 

:37 Yea, they sacrifice their sons and their daughters unto devils, :38 And shed 

innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they 

sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.  
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Jeremiah 19:2 And go forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom [gehenna hell] 

which is by the entry of the east gate, and proclaim there the words that I shall 

tell thee :4 Because they have forsake me…and have filled this place [Hinnom] 

with the blood of innocents. :5 They have built also the high places of Baal, to 

burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, which I commanded not, 

nor spake it, neither came it into my mind. 

 

[2] HINNOM 

 

 Here is the rest of the story. Hinnom is a small valley just east of Jerusalem where 

these Jews burnt their children in ritual sacrifice.  

 Later, when they returned from their Babylonian captivity, their Diaspora, they 

learned their lesson. No Jew would ever again bow to an idol or kill a child in sacrifice. 

 But now, there was still the Hinnom Valley where these awful things had 

happened. What should the returning Jews do with it? No one would want to live there 

because of its awfulness. So, what would be an appropriate use for such an evil place? 

 They decided to use it for a trash dump. That seemed fitting. 

 So, all the trash and garbage from Jerusalem (and there was a lot of trash, as there 

is from every city) was taken to Hinnom where it was burned. And that burning went on 

24/7 so that at night the people of Jerusalem, if they looked east, they could see the 

constant glow of the fires of Hinnom. 

 

[3] GEHENNA 

 

 Now, role your calendar 500 years. A prophet named John began to preach 

repentance. 

 

 Matthew 3:12 … he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.  

 

 Then a second prophet came, John’s cousin Jesus. And he gave that unquenchable 

fire a name. In the Greek, Geenna or Gehenna, from the Hebrew Hinnom. And in English 

it became the anglo/saxon word hell. 

 

Matthew 5:22 … whoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 

 

Matthew 10:28 … fear him which is able to destroy both body and soul in hell. 

 

Matthew 23:33 … how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

 

 So, now you have an image of hell ― a trash dump, hated and despised, where 

junk is taken to be burned and reduced to carbon ash.  

 What does it mean to burn a soul? It means to transform it somehow as actual fire 

transforms wood and paper ― and babies. People who kill babies should be frightened. 


