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PROPHETS SUFFER 

Jeremiah 20:14 

By Raymond White 

 

 There is the thinking that prophets are divinely protected, that God takes care of 

his own. I wish that were so. If anyone deserves a happy life, surely God’s prophets do.  

But the Bible supports no such idea. The prophets often on the receiving end of 

the worst woes. Prophets suffer the same afflictions that everyone else does plus they 

suffer the abuse that society hurls at them because they are prophets and whistleblowers. 

 Here’s a list. What’s interesting is the variety of difficulty. Life’s problems spring 

at us from countless unanticipated sources, and the prophets are not spared. 

 

Jeremiah 16:2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons of 

daughters in this place. 

 

 Jeremiah was ordered to a life of celibacy, or a least until Jerusalem fell which 

was forty years. That’s a tough demand on a good Jewish boy who’d rather be married. 

 

Jeremiah 20:7 O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived; thou art 

stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am in derision daily, every one mocketh me. 

:8 For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of 

the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily.  

 

Telling the true is not fun. Lots of bad things happen to prophetic whistleblowers, 

the least of which is being mocked by everyone who would rather that the prophet just 

shut up and go away. Truth is a painful to the ears of the guilty. 

  

Jeremiah 20:14 Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein 

my mother bar me be blessed.  

 

Self loathing. Not only does the world hate prophets, the prophets are often not 

happy with themselves as the thought keeps buzzing in their heads, “Why am I doing 

this?” 

 

Ezekiel 2:6 …neither be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with 

thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions… 

 

God says: You’ll have a rotten life, Ezekiel, but that’s okay. I wonder how 

Ezekiel felt about that. What God is promising him is safety, not comfort. That, I 

suppose, is as much as any prophet can expect; that, and the satisfaction of being right, if 

that’s satisfying. Jeremiah didn’t think so. 

 

Ezekiel 24:16 Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes 

with a stroke… :18 So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my 

wife died… 

 



 

2 

 

Ezekiel knew that Jerusalem had fallen that very day because that was the day his 

wife died. And he loved her dearly, she was the “desire of his eyes.” Suddenly God’s 

parable got real personal. His personal tragedy was God’s parable.  

 

Daniel 1:3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he 

should bring certain the children of Israel, and the king’s seed, and of the princes.  

 

This tells us that Daniel, Shadrac, Mishac, and Abednego were almost certainly 

eunuchs. What cements this opinion is that there is no mention of wife as Ezekiel 24:18, 

or even the possibility of a wife as Jeremiah 16:2. For Daniel, female companionship is a 

non-issue because he was physically incapable. 

 

Daniel 10:11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved… 

 

If Daniel was so beloved, then why did God suffer him to be a eunuch? That’s my 

point. Love does not necessarily protect us from pain. Sometimes the pain is what we 

need. Did Daniel need the lonely life of a eunuch? How could he have benefited from 

that? I don’t know. One day maybe we can ask God. Maybe Daniel is an example for 

good people who, through no fault of their own, have to life their entire life alone. If I 

were a Catholic (I’m not) I might think of Daniel as the patron saint of spinsters. Why 

not? In fact, you good Catholics could use Daniel as an argument for celibacy, a notion 

that I detest. But there it is: a good argument for your case. Maybe Daniel was a better 

prophet because he was a deprived eunuch. We’ll see. 

 When God is considering who should be his next prophet, should he disqualify 

eunuchs and other deprived people? Do we want only rich, handsome, smart, impressive 

people to be prophets? Daniel was a eunuch  Shouldn’t God have protected this young 

man, this future prophet? Apparently God thought that was a non-issue. 

 

Hosea 1:2 …the LORD said to Hosea, God, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms… 

 

Some think that this commandment to marry a whore must be allegorical; why 

would God demand such a thing of a prophet? But there is no reason to believe it’s 

allegorical and every reason to believe it is literal. God does not shelter his prophets from 

unhappiness; indeed, the prophetic calling often draws unhappiness. It did with Hosea. 

 

Habakkuk 1:1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.  

 

It was no privilege to be a prophet. It was his burden, a tough job. 

 

Zechariah 13:3 And it shall come to pass, that when any shall yet prophesy…his 

father and his mother that begat him shall thrust him through when he 

prophesieth. :4 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets shall be 

ashamed every one of his vision…  

 

It’s tough to be a prophet when your own parents want to kill you. It’s tough too 

when a prophet doesn’t like his own vision. 


