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PROPHET’S MOTIVATION 

Jeremiah 20:9 

By Raymond White 

 

 What motivates a prophet? What moves him? What causes him to compulsively 

place himself in harm’s way? 

 Some people think how nice it would be to be a prophet, to wield the power of 

God irresistibly against your enemies. That would be a temptation that few can resist, like 

Aladdin and his magic lamp. That’s why there are false prophets ― and false priests, and 

false rabbis, and shamans, and magicians. They’re in it for the power, and nothing is so 

powerful as a credible promise of life after death, or a credible threat of damnation. 

 But the truth is, to be a true prophet is a job that no one would relish, just as 

Thomas Jefferson once said (I think it was Jefferson) about the office of the president: “I 

don’t see what there is about this job that anyone would covet it.” The same goes for the 

office of prophet. 

A false prophet can enjoy the accolades by delivering empty promises which cost 

nothing and benefit no one ― that is until King Nebuchadnezzar gets fed up and decides 

to kill them all (Daniel 2:12). But until that moment of accountability, it’s a great party. 

So it’s clear enough what motivates a false prophet. 

But what motivates a true prophet, that’s a different matter entirely; for a true 

prophet has no such joy in his office. Why? Because a true prophet is stuck with the truth, 

and it is often ugly and painful, and it draws fire! But speak it, he must ― and endure the 

incoming. 

Jeremiah didn’t much like being a prophet. That’s why he resigned. “He did?” Oh 

yes. He quit. 

 

Jeremiah 20:9 Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in 

his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, 

and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.  

 

 But his problem was, he could stay quit. He had to speak because the truth burned 

in his heart and in his bones and he could not remain shut up for very long. In other 

words, Jeremiah did not have a cause, the cause had him. That’s what truth does to you. 

God had his way with Jeremiah and Jeremiah had no way out. 

 Ezekiel saw his calling as a painful burden. God gave him responsibility, but 

more, God gave him guilt. 

 

Ezekiel 3:18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest 

him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save 

his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require 

at thine hand. :19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 

wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 

delivered thy soul. 
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 If you know that someone is harming himself and you say nothing, your silence 

makes you at least a little bit culpable. Who needs that? Well, maybe we all do, as the 

Latin saying goes: “Qui tacet consentire,” or “Silence gives consent.” 

 Here’s another. 

 

Amos 3:8 …the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophecy? 

 

 Like Jeremiah, Amos felt himself unable to resist God’s motivating force. When 

God’s word is in your heart, you have no choice but to speak it. You  don’t have the 

word, the word has you. 

 And another. 

 

Jonah 2:10 And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the 

dry land.  

 

 If ever there was a prophet who didn’t want the job, it was Jonah. God said go 

east, and Jonah said I’ll go west. But God applied some motivation and there’s nothing 

quite so motivating as being swallowed by a giant fish. So,.Jonah finally said, “Yes, Sir” 

and headed east to Nineveh..  

And then there was Moses who didn’t want to go back to Egypt.  

And Balaam who wanted to curse Israel but God forced him to bless Israel 

instead. 

And Sampson had no intention of fulfilling his mother’s prophecy (Judges 13:5) 

of delivering Israel by killing Philistines. Why would he want to do that? Philistine 

women were so pretty.  

And the apostle Paul who called himself the “slave of Jesus.” Your Bible says 

servant, but the Greek word is slave. Do you think Paul enjoyed being beaten and stoned 

and imprisoned and shipwrecked and finally beheaded? He did it because he had to. 

Truth is the chains that the prophet wears.  

Do you think that prophets always just up and go do what God demands of them? 

Sometimes, but sometimes not. Sometimes what motivates a prophet is God grabbing 

him them by the ears and screaming, “Listen to me!” and then kicking him in the rear to 

get him to go.  

That’s why we believe them, because nobody volunteers for that assignment. But 

a man who dies for his message, now that is a message worth listening to.  


