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MESSIANIC PROPHECIES 

Genesis 49:10, Isaiah 9:6-7, Daniel 9:25-26 

By Raymond White 

 

In the Bible there are two kinds of prophecies: Messianic and everything else. 

What makes a messianic prophecy messianic? In the Christian mind anyway, a messianic 

prophecy is a prophecy that points to Jesus Christ as the coming messiah, which, again in 

the Christian mind, is what the Bible is all about.  

What is fascinating about messianic prophecies is their shear volume, the large 

number of Hebrew scriptures that the Christian authors, particularly Matthew, claim as 

their own. 

Here then is my list. Not exhaustive by any means, but still, one ought to be 

impressed, which, of course, is why God wrote them 

 

[1] GENESIS 

 

Genesis 3:15 … her seed … 

 

The only place in scripture where a female has seed. Always seed comes from a 

male. Women don’t have seed except here, Eve’s seed, the seed of the woman. Christians 

understand this to be the virgin birth; that is, Jesus Christ. 

 

Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 

between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people 

be. 

 

Shiloh means “the one whose right it is to rule.” So the prophecy is looking for 

some future king, a political sovereign, who rules with an absolute right. And he must be 

from the line of Judah, a Jew.  

Now, why is Messiah a Jew? Why not from Joseph? I believe it is because of 

Judah’s one shining moment:  

 

Genesis 44:33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant [me, Judah] abide 

instead of the lad [Benjamin] a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with 

his brethren.  

 

When Joseph, still disguised, demanded that Benjamin remain in Egypt as his 

slave, it was Judah who offered himself in exchange. That’s what Christ does, isn’t it? He 

offered himself in exchange for us. 

 

[2] KING AND PRIEST 

 

Deuteronomy 18:15 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the 

midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 
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Moses was two things: head of church and head of state. He was their religious 

leader and their political leader. He was succeeded by two men who held these two roles 

apart from each other. Joshua became the head of state, and Eleazer because the head of 

church as the priest, a separation of church and state. Later, when there were kings, these 

two authorities, kings and prophets, were often at odds with each other, for instance Ahab 

and Elijah, and Zedekiah and Jeremiah. The point being that no king was ever a priest 

and no priest of Aaron was ever a king. Governmental and religious authorities were 

never held by one single man, not since Moses. 

But one day a king, David, would write ―  

 

Psalms 110:4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou are a priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

So, what’s the point of that? Who was Melchizedek and why the backward 

reference to him? Here’s the story: Abraham, after his victory over Chedorlaomer, met 

Melchizedek. 

 
Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and 

he was the priest of the most high God. :19 And he [Melchizedek] blessed him 

[Abraham] and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven 

and earth: 

 

Melchizedek, then, as we see, was a king and a priest. That kind of person, king 

and priest, is something that the Jews never knew. There was no such person other than 

Melchizedek and Moses. And Moses said there would be a prophet like me. But who? 

Who indeed, but a man whose name is Joshua (Hebrew) or Jesus (Greek), and Christ, the 

anointed one or priest. Jesus is our political leader, our king, and Christ is our religious 

leader, our priest. Jesus Christ, our priest and king who came with a royal priesthood, 

Melchizedek’s priesthood as David and Moses prophesied that he would.  

Priests connect us to God and kings rule us for God, vertical and horizontal, the 

two great laws being to love God and to love our neighbor. Only such a priest and king 

can save us from the wrath of God.  

The Jews knew well enough from firsthand experience the wrath of God, and they 

were terrified of him. So terrified that when they had an opportunity to meet God face to 

face, they declined. They said to Moses, “You go talk to God then tell us what he said.” 

 

Deuteronomy 18:16 According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in 

Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the 

LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I die not.  

 

 What the Jews wanted was an intercessor to stand between them and God. That 

intercessor was Moses. 

We’re in the exact same situation, trying to get close to God who is terrifying. and 

we, like them, have an intercessor, a king and priest, to bring us boldly to the throne of 

God. Our intercessor is Jesus Christ. 
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2 Samuel 23:5 …he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 

things, and sure, for this is all my salvation… 

 

This is the Davidic covenant sealed: that David’s dynasty will last forever. 

But how can that be when David’s dynasty ended with Zedekiah? That was why 

the Jews were anticipating the arrival of “the Son of David,” and that is exactly why the 

entire New Testament begins at that very point:  

 

Matthew 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David …  

 

That is the spring board of the entire Christian message. David’s promised eternal 

dynasty, in spite of his sin with Uriah, is what forces us to see Jesus Christ as eternal king 

before anything else. 

 

[3] POETIC PROPHECIES 

 

Job 19:25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 

latter day upon the earth. 

 

Psalms 2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves…against the LORD and against 

his anointed :6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion :7 I will declare 

the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 

begotten thee. :12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 

when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in 

him. 

 

Proverbs 23:11 For their redeemer is mighty; he shall plead their cause with 

thee. 

 

Who is their redeemer and who does he plead their cause with? This can only be 

talking about Jesus Christ pleading our cause to God. 

 

[4] ISAIAH 

 

Isaiah 7:14 There the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear son, and shall call his name Immanuel. :15 Butter and honey 

shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. :16 For 

before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that 

thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 

 

Here are the points of this amazing verse. The coming messiah ― 

1. will be born of a virgin; 

2. will be God in human flesh (Immanuel = “God is with us”); 

3. will be sinless; 

4. will come after both nations, Judah and Israel, have lost their sovereignty; in other 

words, human kings are not so hot, when they’re gone, I’ll send the real king. 
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Isaiah 9:1 …at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, 

beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. :2 The people that walked in darkness 

have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 

them hath the light shined. 

 

The land of the north, that will soon be destroyed by Assyria, the first destroyed, 

will be the first the see the new light: Christ will be from Nazareth and will begin his 

mission there. It’s as though God is making it up to them. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. :7 Of the increase 

of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 

upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice 

from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

Let’s list what these verses are saying: 

1. A child will have the government; 

2. The Child is God; 

3. His jurisdiction will increase forever; 

4. He will bring the long sought peace and that peace will continue forever; 

5. He will be descended from David and will have David’s right to rule; 

6. He will get the court system right, finally, which all of our judges can’t do; 

7. God will do this with zeal; that is, he is anxious to get it done. 

 

Isaiah 10:22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant 

of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. 

 

Only a small remnant will return, but that small remnant is critically important 

because from that remnant will come “righteousness”; namely, the messiah. 

 

Isaiah 11:1 … there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 

shall grow out of his roots: :2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him… 

 

Notice that the messianic verses of Isaiah immediately follow chapter 11 which 

describes the return of the Jews from the diaspora. So, chronologically, it makes sense. 

Here they are in quick succession. 

 

Isaiah 29:20 And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in 

the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and 

he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. The 

savior saves Egypt. 
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Isaiah 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 

the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul 

delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the 

Gentiles. 

 

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen 

upon thee. :3 And the gentiles shall come to thy light… 

 

Isaiah certainly had a flare for prophetic insight. Now we’ll turn our attention to 

another great prophet. 

 

[5] JEREMIAH 

 

Jeremiah 22:28 Is this man Coniah [Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim] a despised 

broken idol. Is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? Wherefore are they cast out, 

he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not? :30 Thus saith the 

LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no 

man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any 

more in Judah. 

 

Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David 

a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign… 

 

This is the curse of Coniah, that no descendant of the kingly line shall ever reign 

again. This leaves us with a three-way paradox: the messiah must be a son of David, and 

he must have the legal right to rule. But he cannot be a descendant of Jeconiah or he 

would inherit the curse that he would never rule. So, of what use to us is a king who has 

the right to rule but is cursed to never rule? How do we fix that mess? Simple. Jesus was 

a descent of David. And he did inherit the right to rule because he was Joseph’s adopted 

eldest son. But because he was adopted, he was not a descendant of Jeconiah as Joseph 

was, and therefore Jesus claims the rights of royalty but avoids the curse. 

So we see a coming king who must rule (33:17) but can’t rule because of a curse.  

How can this be, this contradiction? We now have three requirements of the 

Messiah that seem impossible: (1) He must be biologically descended from David 

according to the Davidic covenant. (2) He must be legally descended from Jeconiah to be 

an actual heir to the throne. And (3) he must not be biologically descended from 

Jeconiah, because if he were descended from Jeconiah, then he would be cursed to never 

sit “upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.”  

What man could ever fulfill this paradoxical combination of requirements? One 

man did: Jesus Christ. (1) Born of Mary, Jesus is biologically descended from David. (2) 

Adopted by Joseph, Jesus is legally descended from Jeconiah and is legally an heir to the 

throne. (3) Jesus was not fathered by Joseph and therefore not biologically descended 

from Jeconiah, and therefore not under Jeconiah’s curse, and therefore can sit on the 

throne of David which he will one day. 
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Jeremiah 30:9 But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, 

whom I will raise up unto them. 

 

Jeremiah 30:21 … their governor…shall approach unto me.  

 

Is this messianic? Is this governor Christ? 

 

Jeremiah 31:15 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 

and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for 

her children, because they were not. 

 

Jeremiah 31:22 …the LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall 

compass a man.  

 

Is this a messianic verse? I’m not sure. I need to do some further research on this.. 

 

Jeremiah 33:8 And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have 

sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have 

sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me. 

 

Jeremiah 33:15 In those days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of 

righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and 

righteousness in the land. :17 For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a 

man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel. :20 Thus saith the LORD; If ye 

can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there 

should not be day and night in their season; :21 Then may also my covenant be 

broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his 

throne…  See 22:30. 

 

[6] EZEKIEL 

 

Ezekiel 21:27 Until he come whose right it is; and I will give it him. Is this 

messianic? 

 

Ezekiel 34:23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, 

even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

 

Ezekiel 37:24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall 

have one shepherd…:25 …and my servant David shall be their prince for ever. 

 

[7] DANIEL 

 

 Now we’re going to read and consider the most important messianic prophecy of 

all. Why is Daniel 9 the most important prophecy? Because with it, God gave us a divine 
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clock, a countdown so the Jews would know not only that the messiah was coming but 

when he was coming. 

 

Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon the holy 

city, to finish the transgression and to make an end of sins and to make 

reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting righteousness and to seal up 

the vision and prophecy and to anoint the most Holy. :25 Know therefore and 

understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 

Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and 

two weeks: the street shall be built again and the wall even in troublous times. :26 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: 

and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary and the end thereof shall be with a flood and unto the end of the war 

desolations are determined. :27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for 

one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it 

desolate even until the consummation and that determined shall be poured upon 

the desolate.  

 

 This prophecy of Daniel’s is, in my opinion anyway, the most important prophecy 

in the Bible. And why is that? Because it’s dated. God not only tells us what will happen 

but exactly when it will happen.  

 Now don’t expect too much from me, this will be a whirlwind explanation of 

these important verses. To learn more, go to Google, of course. But here is the gist of it. 

 Messiah the Prince will come. When? In 483 years after the commandment to 

restore Jerusalem.  

Let’s see, is that right? That’s (7 × 7) + (62 × 7) = 49 + 434 = 483 years after the 

Persian emperor commands the Jews rebuild their city, that’s when Messiah will come. 

 Okay, so, when did that 483 years clock start ticking? When was that decree 

issued? The problem is, there a four possible answers: [1] the decree of Cyrus, 538-536 

B.C. (2 Chronicles 36:23, Ezra 1:1-4, 6:1-5, Isaiah 44:28, 45:13); [2] the decree of 

Darius, 521 B.C. (Ezra 6:6-12); [3] the decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra, 458 B.C. (Ezra 

7:11-56); and [4] the decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah, 444 B.C. (Nehemiah 2:1-8).  

 I’m not going to get into the deep scholarship of trying to decide which of those is 

the right clock-starter. So let’s just consider them all and see if any looks reasonable 

 

538 B.C. + 483 years = 55 B.C. 

521 B.C. + 483 years = 38 B.C. 

458 B.C. + 483 years = 28 A.D. 

444 B.C. + 483 years = 39 A.D. 

 

 It’s important to note that we are not thinking of Jesus’ birth as the coming of the 

Messiah, but of his death, when Messiah “shall be cut off, but not for himself”; that is, 

executed, but not for his own crime but for someone else’s. 

 So, do any of these seem reasonable? 28 and 39 A.D. both seem reasonable years 

for his death. I don’t know when Jesus was born and I don’t know how old he was when 
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he died, and I’m not including leap years (or leap seconds as the folks at NASA would 

do) in my rough calculation. So I’m just happy that the arrow hit the target if not the 

bulls-eye and defer to more serious scholars if you want the arrow right on the bulls-eye. 

For now, I’m just happy that Daniel got it right within the margin of error of my poor 

calculation. 

 Now consider this: Soon after Messiah dies, the city of Jerusalem and its 

sanctuary would be destroyed again, this time by the “people of the prince.” And indeed, 

in 70 A.D. Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed by General Titus and the 10
th

 Roman 

legion.  

 Conclusion: If Jesus was not Daniel’s Messiah, then no one is. 

 

[8] MINOR PROPHETS 

 

Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 

thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 

in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

 

 This is the verse that Herod’s counselors referred to when Herod asked them 

where the messiah would be born. They gave him the right answer. They knew the 

messiah would be born in Bethlehem, the city of David. And that’s exactly where Jesus 

was born although God had to arrange the Roman taxing system to get Joseph and Mary 

there in time. 

 

Nahum 1:15 Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good 

tidings, that publisheth peace! 

 

Habakkuk 3:13 Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for 

salvation with thine anointed…  

 

Is Christ this anointed person? 

 

Haggai 2:7 …the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with 

glory…  :9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former… and 

in this place will I give peace… 

 

Nowhere do we read that the second temple ever received the glory of God as the 

first temple did. So, how are we to find any fulfillment to this prophecy of Haggai’s? It 

was fulfilled with Jesus Christ came to it. Christ is the desire of all nations and he was in 

that temple the most literal way possible: he walked into it. And when the veil was rent, 

God’s glory filled the house. Final peace, real peace was given only by the atonement of 

Jesus Christ.   

But the crucifixion did not occur in the temple. No. And neither the Jewish 

sacrifices. They were done in front of the temple so that the priest could go into the 

temple and communicate with God. And so Christ was crucified at Golgotha and the 

temple veil was rent. Peace was achieved in the temple.  
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Also, the baby Jesus was circumcised at the temple, so there too was God giving 

peace at the temple. And of course there was Jesus cleansing the temple creating peace by 

challenging the corruption. The peace was all that, but mainly, it was the crucifixion. 

 

[9] ZECHARIAH 

 

Zechariah 3:8 …I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH. :9 …I will remove 

the iniquity of the land in one day. :10 In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall 

ye call every man his neighbour… 

 

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 

Jerusalem: behold, they King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; 

lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

 

Zechariah 11:12 …So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. :13 …And 

I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the 

LORD. 

 

Zechariah 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall 

look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 

mourneth for his only son… 

 

Zechariah 13:6 And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine 

hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my 

friends. 

 

Zechariah 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, 

which is before Jerusalem on the east… 

 

 Zechariah, a post-diaspora prophet, add his own prophecies very near the end of 

the Jewish prophet. He affirms what the ancient prophets have said (Isaiah, etc.) and 

assures the Jews that they shouldn’t be disappointed that the messiah did not come to 

return them from their captivity. He is still coming. Remember Daniel’s clock. It hasn’t 

run out yet.  

 But then Zechariah adds a few more things. Messiah will be sold for thirty pieces 

of silver. He will be pierced; that is, crucified. And he will be pierced by his own people, 

the Jews.  

 

 


