
 

1 

 

PROPHECY - FULFILLED 

By Raymond White 

 

 A great deal of attention is paid to messianic prophecies. Well, those prophecies 

deserve that attention. But because they get so much attention, we often ignore all of the 

other prophecies, those non-messianic prophecies, because they seem less important.  

But they are not less important. Why are they not less important? Because they 

are the reason why we believe the messianic prophecies, and, for that matter, the entire 

bible.  

When the prophet Isaiah says that Christ is coming in a few hundred years and 

again in a few thousand, why should we believe him? That’s such a long way off. But we 

believe him because he also said that Israel will soon be destroyed as a nation and that 

happened, right on schedule.  

God’s predictive abilities, and those of his prophets, are scattered throughout the 

Bible. They are so common in the Bible, and so completely absent in any other literature, 

that a rational person must believe that God really does know the future and really did 

write the Bible. Therefore, when those same prophets, the Hebrew prophets of the 

Hebrew scriptures, speak of the coming messiah, we ought to believe them.  

Therefore, we ought to pay as much attention to the non-messianic prophecies as 

we do the messianic prophecies, because those non-messianic prophecies, which are 

fulfilled, are God’s resume, and there can be no greater because there’s one thing that we 

humans cannot do, and we know we cannot do it, is predict the future. God can, and does, 

and therefore he exists, he wrote the Bible, and there is a messiah, and we can believe it. 

Why? Because of fulfilled prophecies. 

 

[1] DAVID 

 

1 Samuel 16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him [David] in 

the midst of his brethren. 

 

 The only thing like a miracle in David’s life was his prophetic anointing by 

Samuel. No, killing Goliath was not miraculous. David had already killed a lion and a 

bear and that showed that he was quit up to the task of killing Goliath. But this prophetic 

anointing is dumb founding.  

Consider: If Samuel picking David as the next king was just a lucky guess, think 

how impossibly lucky it really was. First, to guess that Saul was through as king was in 

itself astounding. Second, to go through all the boys in Israel and pick the one, the exact 

one, who would, by a combination of self-determination, courage, talent, and blind luck, 

become the next king of Israel, that is probabilistically impossible for Samuel to have 

gotten it exactly right. It had to be God at work. 

 

[2] JEROBOAM 

 

1 Kings 11:30 And Ahijah [the prophet] :31 said to Jeroboam :35 I will take the 

kingdom out of [Solomon’s] hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes :37 

and thou shalt reign…and shalt be king over Israel. 
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 This is exactly what happened. The kingdom was split after Solomon. The ten 

northern tribes followed Jeroboam (who, by the way, was not a good man), and the two 

southern tribes followed Solomon’s son. 

 

[3] JOSIAH 

 

1 Kings 13:2 And [the prophet] cried against the altar [of Jeroboam’s] in the 

word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; behold a child 

shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he 

offer the priest of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men’s bones 

shall be burnt upon thee. 

 

 One of Israel’s greatest kings was Josiah. Here, some unnamed prophet predicts 

not only his birth, and his name, but also what he will do. He would stand resolutely 

against the idolaters who sacrificed children and he would kill them which they deserved. 

And that’s exactly what Josiah did. 

 

[4] BAASHA 

 

1 Kings 16:4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that 

dieth of his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat. 

 

 This prophecy is testable. What happened to Baasha’s children? See 16:10-12 for 

the precise fulfillment. And this is not an earth shattering prophecy, just the fatal destiny 

of one family. It just shows the detail of God’s foreknowledge. 

 

[5] SENNACHERIB 

 

2 Kings 19:6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus 

saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which the 

servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. :7 Behold, I will send a blast 

upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will 

cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

 

 This prophecy is specific enough that it’s beyond coincidence that Sennacherib’s 

end happened exactly as Isaiah stated. He would come with his army. He did. He would 

hear a disturbing rumor from home that would cause him to abandon his army in the field 

and return home. He did. And in his own land is where he would die. He did.  

 

2 Kings 19:32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He 

shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with 

shield, nor cast a bank against it. :33 By the way that he came, by the same shall 

he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. :34 For I will defend 

this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake. 
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 This is an astounding prophecy. There is no way any human being could possible 

have foreseen this, yet this is exactly what happened. The invading army came but 

returned home without ever firing a shot. 

 

2 Kings 19:35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went 

out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five 

thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 

corpses. 

 

 How is it that the Assyrian army arrayed in all its might in siege against Jerusalem 

failed to take the city, in fact returned home without even trying? The Bible says an angel 

killed them. A non-believer would ascribe their deaths to some quick overnight plague. 

Either way, the army was stopped in its tracks, the siege was brought to an abrupt end, 

and Hezekiah’s Jerusalem survived. 

 This outcome was impossible to foreknow, but it was foreknown. 

 

Isaiah 37:7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and 

return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

:33 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 

come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor 

cast a bank against it. :34 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, 

and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 

 

 The Assyrian king did return home without firing a shot at the besieged city of 

Jerusalem. And he never returned. He died in Assyria. 

 

Isaiah 38:6 And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of 

Assyria: and I will defend this city.  

 

Big prediction, and specific. God did not deliver other Jewish cities, like Lakish. 

Had the citizens of Lakish believed this prophecy, they would have fled to Jerusalem for 

protection and been safe. Instead, they died horribly in Lakish which was incinerated by 

the Assyrians. 

 

[6] JEHOSHAPHAT 

 

2 Chronicles 20:14 Then upon Jahaziel…came the Spirit of the LORD in the 

midst of the congregation :15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto 

you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is 

not yours, but God’s. :16 To morrow go ye down against them…:17 Ye shall not 

need to fight in this battle: sett yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of 

the LORD with you…:23 For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against 

the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them: and when they had 

made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. :24 

…and none escaped. 
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 This predicts the most unlikely outcome of tomorrow’s battle. Israel, you don’t 

need to do anything, just sit and watch your enemies get confused on the battlefield and 

kill each other with milieu of friendly fire. 

 

[7] CYRUS 

 

Isaiah 44:28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 

pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy 

foundation shall be laid. 45:1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him … :3 … that thou 

mayest know that I, the LORD, which call thee by name, am the God of Israel. 

 

 Two hundred years before Cyrus was born, Isaiah predicted him by name and told 

what he would do, that he would rebuild Jerusalem (which wasn’t yet destroyed), and the 

temple. And God specifically says, “Cyrus, I’m calling you by name so that you will 

know that I am God.” 

 

Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 

by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 

and put it also in writing saying :2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD 

God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged 

me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. :3 Who is there among 

you of all his people? He God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 

is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) 

which is in Jerusalem. 

 

 In other words: Jews, it’s time to go home, and Cyrus, the king of Persia, is God’s 

instrument that will make that happen. 

 

[8] ISRAEL 

 

1 Kings 14:15 For the LORD shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water, 

and he shall root up Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their fathers, 

and shall scatter them beyond the river, because they have made their groves, 

provoking the LORD to anger. 

 

 God will smite Israel. So what? Everyone gets smitten sooner or later. Ah, but 

when God smites Israel, he will remove them from the land and scatter them across the 

river; that is, eastward. God always gets it right. 

 

Isaiah 7:8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is 

Rezin; and within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it be 

not a people.  
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This is not a guess. This prediction is divine certainty. God knows the future and 

we humans do not. Isaiah could not have written this unless he had gotten it from the 

omniscient God. Sir Isaac Newton said (this is a bad paraphrase so don’t quote this), “I 

can chart the planets in their course, but I cannot predict the human heart.” He said this 

because he lost some money in the stock market. If you’ve had that experience, you know 

how flakey the future is.  

 

Isaiah 8:3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived, and bare a son. 

Then said the LORD to me, Call his name Mahershalalhashbaz. :4 For before the 

child shall have knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, riches of Damascus 

and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before the king of Assyria. 

 

This is a pretty specific prophecy, and the timing leaves God no margin for error. 

Samaria, whom you are so afraid of, will be gone (thanks to Assyria) before your 

newborn baby learns to talk. In other words, two years tops, and their gone! Look at the 

amazing claims of this amazing verse: (1) Syria will vanish. That’s no big deal, nations 

come and go all the time. But (2) Assyria will do the job, that’s pretty precise, and (3) it 

will happen in two years, that’s really precise. Nobody can guess that correctly.  

 

[9] MOAB 

 

Isaiah 16:14 But now the LORD hath spoken, saying, Within three years, as the 

years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be contemned, with all that great 

multitude; and the remnant shall be very small and feeble.  

 

So we should ask, what exactly happened to Moab in this three-year time 

window? I’m not sure. I’ll give that to you as a homework assignment. 

 

[10] HANANIAH 

 

Jeremiah 28:16 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will cast thee 

[Hananiah the false prophet] from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt 

die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the LORD. :17 So Hananiah the 

prophet died the same year in the seventh month.  

 

Specific prophecy, precise outcome. The false prophet will die this year. God was 

right. Sometimes a doctor will give a patient a year to live, and sometimes the doctor is 

wrong. But God is never wrong. 

 

[11] CAPTIVITY 

 

Jeremiah 15:11 The LORD said, Verily it shall be well with thy remnant; verily I 

will cause the enemy to entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of 

affliction.  
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This is an odd prediction. Your enemy, Babylon, will treat you well while you are 

in captivity. Well that’s comforting a bit. So captivity won’t be so bad. How could 

Jeremiah possibly have known that? Only one way: God told him.  

 

Jeremiah 20:6 And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall go into  

captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt die, and shalt be 

buried there, thou, and all the friends, to whom thou hast prophesied lies.  

 

Very specific. Any of several details could have been wrong and made the 

prophecy wrong. But it was right in every detail. 

 

[12] RETURN 

 

Jeremiah 12:15 And it shall come to pass, after that I have plucked them out I 

will return, and have compassion of them, and will bring them again, every man 

to his heritage, and every man to his land.  

 

It is one thing to say that a people will be conquered and forced to leave, it’s quite 

another to say that they will return. Once a people have been forced out of their homeland 

and disbursed, the possibility of them every returning is so unlikely a thing, that to 

predict it and be right is impossible, unless the predictor is God. This fulfilled prophecy is 

strong evidence that God really is behind it all.  

 

Jeremiah 24:6 For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them 

again to this land…  

 

God says that the Jews ― that is, the best of the Jews ― will return. 

 

Jeremiah 25:11 …these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.  

 

That’s pretty specific. You can’t get much more specific than that. God controls it 

all. Now God puts it on his divine calendar. Not only will they return, but we know when 

they will return. 

 

Jeremiah 27:22 They [temple vessels] shall be carried to Babylon, and there 

shall they be until the day that I visit them, saith the LORD; then will I bring them 

up, and restore them to this place.  

 

Amazingly accurate prediction. It is impossible for anyone but God to make such 

a prediction and get it right. The temple vessels were taken to Babylon, but when the 

Persians conquered Babylon, those temple vessels became Persian property. And Cyrus 

gave them back to the Jews when he ordered them to rebuild their temple. 

 

Jeremiah 29:10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be 

accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, 

in causing you to return to this place. 
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 Again, the seventy year prediction. God is not afraid to commit to his time table. 

 

Jeremiah 30:18 …and the city shall be builded upon her own heap, and the 

palace shall remain after the manner thereof.  

 

The city, certainly. What about the palace? 

 

Jeremiah 31:38 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be 

built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. :39 

And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill Gareb, and 

shall compass about to Goath.  

 

Is this a fulfilled prophecy? I’ll have to do some research on this one. 

 

Jeremiah 32:7 Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto 

thee saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth…:8 So Hanameel mine uncle’s 

son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word of the LORD, and 

said unto me, Buy my field…Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD. 

 

 This is kind of an offbeat prophecy. God is acting as a real estate agent and 

advising Jeremiah to buy some property. Why would God do that? Because even though 

the Jews will go into captivity, they will return.  

 Of course Jeremiah won’t be alive seventy years later, but the implication is that 

maybe his posterity will be alive, and return to the land, and inherit ― if he had any 

children which the text doesn’t say. But we can hope the best for him. 

 

[14] ZEDEKIAH 

 

Jeremiah 32:4 And Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape out of the hand of the 

Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and 

shall speak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his eyes; :5 And 

he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon… 

 

This prophecy is too specific to be a wild guess. Not only with Zedekiah be 

captured (he didn’t have to be, he could have been killed or escaped), but his eyes would 

be put out. And he will go to Babylon.  

 

Ezekiel 12:12 And the prince [Zedekiah] that is among them shall bear upon his 

shoulder in the twilight, and shall go forth: they shall dig through the wall to 

carry out thereby: he shall cover his face, that he see not the ground with his eyes. 

:13 My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare: and I 

will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans; yet shall he not see it, 

though he shall die there. 
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 The detail in this prophecy is astonishing. How can a man go to Babylon and not 

see it? But that’s what happened. The Babylonians put out Zedekiah’s eyes then drug him 

off to Babylon where he died. 

 

[15] EGYPT 

 

Jeremiah 42:15 …Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; If you wholly 

set your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojourn there; :16 Then it shall come 

to pass that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake you there in the land of 

Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, shall follow close after you there 

in Egypt; and there ye shall die.  

 

This is an amazing prophecy. Before, Jeremiah said if you stay you die, if you 

leave you live. Now it’s exactly the opposite: if you stay you live, if you leave you die. 

Not only will they harm themselves by leaving, they will harm the Egyptians. 

Well, they left, went to Egypt, and the Babylonians followed them to Egypt and 

conquered Egypt.  

 

Jeremiah 44:30 Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I will give Pharaohhophra king of 

Egypt into the hand of his enemies…  

 

This is an amazing prophecy. Who was Hophra? He was the last pharaoh to reign 

in his dynasty. What’s particularly noteworthy is that this dynasty was the longest 

running dynasty in the history of the world, before or since. Over a thousand years of 

continuous monarchs. For Jeremiah to point to this man and say, “you’re done,” was 

unbelievable. No one could imagine that Hophra could be the last of his dynasty. But 

that’s exactly what happened. Nebuchadrezzar’s army came all the way into Egypt and 

ended that Egyptian dynasty.  

 

[16] BABYLON 

 

Jeremiah 50:2 Declare ye…Babylon is taken…:4 In those days, and in that time, 

saith the LORD, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah 

together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their God.  

 

The timing could not have been more perfect. Israel returned when Babylon fell. 

Further, when Israel returned, they sought the LORD their God.  

 

[17] TYRE 

 

Ezekiel 26:3…many nations to come up against thee :7 …I will bring upon Tyrus 

Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon…:9 And he shall set engines of war against thy 

walls, and with his axes he shall break down thy towers. :12 …and they shall lay 

thy stones…in the midst of the water. :21 …thou shalt be no more, 
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Yes, the Babylonians destroyed the walls of Tyre. But it wasn’t the Babylonians 

that tossed the stones into the midst of the water. It was the Greeks. 

The Tyranians escaped Nebuchadrezzar’s siege by moving off shore to an island. 

But centuries later, Alexander the Great laid siege by building a causeway. The Greeks 

took all the stones of the old walls of Tyre and threw them into the sea. So the prophecy 

is literally fulfilled. And they couldn’t escape a second time by sea, because their island 

was surrounded by the navies of Alexander’s allies, thus it is also true that all the nations 

came against them. 

 

Ezekiel 28:19 …and never shalt thou be any more.  

 

And it never was. Tyre doesn’t not exist today. 

 

Ezekiel 29:18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon caused his army to 

serve a great service against Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every 

shoulder was peeled: yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the service 

that he had served against it.  

 

This is amazingly accurate. Nebuchadrezzar conquered the city but not the 

people, who abandoned their city and successfully fled offshore to their island where the 

Babylonians couldn’t reach them. So Nebuchadrezzar tore down the walls of the city and 

left it in ruins, while Tyre thrived for another 300 years until Alexander’s Greek army 

came and besieged the island by using the stones from the original wall. They chucked 

those walls into the sea and built a causeway to the island and captured the city.  

 

Zechariah 9:4 Behold, the LORD will cast her [Tyre] out, and he will smite her 

power in the sea, and she shall be devoured with fire. 

 

 That’s about it for the fate of Tyre. 


