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THE CURSE OF CONIAH 

Jeremiah 22:24,30 

By Raymond White 

 

 All Jews and Christians know that when Messiah comes, he must be a reigning king of 

the house of David.  

 

Jeremiah 23:5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a 

righteous Branch, and a king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 

justice in the earth. 

 

 A wonderful promise, and that is exactly what the Jews expected. For instance, the New 

Testament begins with this: 

 

Matthew 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham. 

 

 The title “son of David” expressed the grand expectation of Jewish hope, that the dynasty 

of David would reemerge and lead the nation to greatness. Actually, that did happen, but there 

was nothing simple or straightforward about how it happened. The biggest show-stopper was 

“the curse”; specifically, the curse of Coniah which, I’m sure, caused many Jewish scholars to 

scratch their heads and ask, “How can this ever happen?” 

 So, for your reading pleasure, here is the curse of Coniah. 

 

Jeremiah 22:24 As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah [or Jeconiah, or Jehoiachin, all 

the same person] the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet on my right hand, 

yet would I pluck thee hence. :30 Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not 

prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper sitting upon the throne of David, 

and ruling any more in Judah. 

 

 Ouch! The Davidic dynasty is done, meaning that no dynastic heir will ever actually 

reign. Oh, there will be dynastic posterity, but no one who has the right to reign will ever reign. 

 But how can that be? We just read Jeremiah 23:5 …I will raise unto David a righteous 

branch and a king shall reign… So, what’s the deal here? “A king shall reign from David” yet 

“no king shall reign of the kingly line.” Sounds like a contradiction to me. How can the Messiah, 

the true Messiah, ever pass that test? ― be a son of David, be a dynastic heir with the right to 

reign, but avoid the curse that says he can never reign. Perplexing, isn’t it? 

 A first thought might be Zedekiah, a nephew who reigned after Jeconiah, the last king of 

Judah. He avoided the curse because he was not Jeconiah’s son. But Zedekiah’s sons were killed 

(2 Kings 25:7) so Zedekiah is no help. No dynastic heirs there. Which points us back to the 

problematic question: How can Messiah be in the royal line with the right to rule yet not 

descended from the royal line so that he can rule? The answer is: adoption. 

 

Matthew 1:12 Jeconias begat Salatiel [etc.]…:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband 

of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. 
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 Joseph was a descendant of Jeconias. He inherited the right to rule but he also inherited 

the curse that he would never rule. But Jesus, adopted by Joseph, inherited the dynastic right to 

rule (he was the eldest) but avoided the curse. Remember the specific words, “no man of his seed 

shall prosper sitting on the throne.” Jesus was not of Jeconiah’s seed. 

 Okay, so that satisfies the two requirements, that Messiah be in the kingly line, but not 

biologically in the kingly line. 

 But that doesn’t quite do it yet. There’s one more requirement. 

 

2 Samuel 7:12 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will 

set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his 

kingdom. 

 

Psalms 89:3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my 

servant. :4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. 

 

Psalms 132:11 The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the 

fruit of thy body will I sit upon thy throne. 

 

 Adoption doesn’t help here. Yes, Christ can be adopted into the kingly line to avoid the 

curse, but he cannot be adopted into the family of David, he must be a biological descendent of 

David. So, how does that happen? Simple. Mary. Jesus was the son of God, but he was also the 

son of Mary and Mary was a biological descendant of David. 

 How do we know that? For two reasons. First, because Paul said so. 

 

Romans 1:3 Concerning his son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of 

David according to the flesh. 

 

 And that Davidic line could only be from Mary because Jesus had no earthly father. 

 But second, because the genealogy that Luke provides us is more likely to be a genealogy 

of Mary than of Joseph, unlike Matthew’s genealogy which can only be Joseph’s.  

 

Matthew 1:6 And Jacob began Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 

who is called Christ.  

 

Luke 3:23 And Jesus … being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of 

Heli. 

 

 The meaning of Matthew’s “begat” is indisputable — Joseph’s biological father is Jacob. 

But Luke’s “son of” is very disputable, for three reasons anyway: First, Luke’s Heli is certainly a 

different person than Matthew’s Jacob. Second, the word “son” doesn’t even occur in Luke’s 

Greek text, we only infer it and that inference could just as well be wrong. And third, “son of” 

has myriad meanings — e.g., Jesus is called son of Joseph but he wasn’t, it was “supposed,” and 

son of God, and son of David, and son of Abraham.  
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 Dr. Henry Morris explains: Joseph was clearly the son of Jacob (Matthew 1:16), so this 

verse (Luke 3:23) should be understood to mean “son-in-law” of Heli. Thus, the genealogy of 

Christ in Luke is actually the genealogy of Mary, while Matthew gives that of Joseph. Actually, 

the word “son” is not in the original, so it would be legitimate to supply either “son” or “son-in-

law” in this context. [Dr. Henry Morris, The Defender’s Sunday Bible, note for Luke 3:23 (Iowa-

Falls, Iowa: World Publishing, Inc., 1995)].  

 That’s enough. This discussion could go on long, and you can find more information all 

over the internet.  

 So, back to the subject, and putting it all together, here are the three requirements to 

being Messiah: 

 

1. Christ must legally be from the kingly line.  Jesus was. He was Joseph’s heir. 

2. Christ must not be biologically from the kingly line. Jesus wasn’t. He was adopted. 

3. Christ must be a biological descendent of David. Jesus was. He was Mary’s seed. 

 

That’s a lot of complicated requirements and Jesus fulfills all of them, and he’s the only 

one who does. 

 Now you might wonder, why would God go to all that trouble? The answer must be to 

eliminate all pretenders.  No one could fake that pedigree. You either have it or you don’t. 

There’s no way to manufacture it.  

 What does it mean? It means that Jesus is the son of Mary, the son of David, the son of 

God, the king of the world whose right it is to rule and who will rule, and our savior. You 

probably should commit your life to him. 

 

1 Timothy 6:15 Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, 

the King of kings, and Lord of lords; :16 who only hath immortality…to whom be honour 

and power everlasting. Amen. 


