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THE PROBLEM, THE CALL 

Jeremiah 12:1-5, 20:9 

By Raymond White 

 

 Who wants to be a prophet? Do you want to be a prophet, with all its celebrity status, and 

perks, and power? That’s an enticing thought, but it’s complete lunacy. 

 Far from being a celebrity status job, prophets generally had a pretty rotten life. Elijah 

spent most of his time being chased around by Jezebel’s army, Isaiah was sawn in half, Hosea 

had to marry a prostitute, Ezekiel had to do all those crazy things (too long to list), and then 

there’s Daniel. What about Daniel? Didn’t he live an opulent life in the palaces of kings? Aside 

from being thrown to lions, he had another problem: Daniel, and his three friends, were almost 

certainly eunuchs:  Daniel 1:3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs that 

he should bring certain of the children of Israel… All eunuchs, and that made life, well, un-fun.  

 Prophets have difficult live. Jeremiah didn’t like being a prophet and he made that 

abundantly clear to God. Here’s how their negotiations went ― between Jeremiah and God. 

 

[1] THE PROBLEM 

 The prophet Jeremiah had a problem: he didn’t like being prophet and wanted to quit. He 

went to God and complained and he had a list of complaints. There was much to not like about 

the job of prophet, and first on the list: his audience wanted to kill him: That’s a tough audience.  

Jeremiah 11:21 Prophecy not in the name of the Lord that thou die not by our hand.  

 In other words, Jeremiah, shut up or we’ll kill you. So Jeremiah took that problem 

upstairs to God and demanded that God be more reasonable. 

 

[2] THE PLEA 

 

Jeremiah 12:1 Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with 

thee of thy judgments … 

 

 Jeremiah is about to complain to God like we complain to our boss, “Let’s talk about 

your brand of justice, i.e.: what’s fair. The work is too tough, no one respects me, and I’m not 

paid enough.” Yes, that’s a loose paraphrase, but it’s the gist of what he was saying. 

 

Jeremiah 12:1… wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? Wherefore are all they 

happy that deal very treacherously?  

 

 “How come the bad guys are doing so well, God? Life is good for them and rotten for 

me. Huh? Answer me that.” Jeremiah is envying the success and prosperity of the wicked. 

 

 Jeremiah 12:3 But thou, O Lord, knowest me; thou hast seen me, and tried mine hear 

toward thee. Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of 

slaughter.  
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 “God, I’m the good guy, remember? It’s those bad guys you should be going after, not 

me. How about some fairness here?” That’s Jeremiah’s demand.  

 

[3] THE PERSUATION 
 

 But Jeremiah did not get the response from God that he was hoping for. God was not the 

least bit sympathetic to Jeremiah’s complaining.  

 

Jeremiah 12:5 If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how 

canst thou contend with horses? And if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 

wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? 

 

 What Jeremiah got from God was not sympathy but a rebuke. God said to him: “If you 

can’t keep up with the runners, how are you going to run against horses? And if you can’t run on 

a flat plain, how are you going to run in the jungle?” 

 Jeremiah’s complaining was answered by a call to greatness. Stop complaining, Jeremiah, 

about small problems like people trying to kill you. There are far bigger issues here than you, 

Jeremiah ― you are up to the challenge of all of it, I know you are, so get on with the task 

 

[4] THE PASSION 
 

 But that wasn’t the end of it. Finally, Jeremiah had had it and actually did turn in his 

resignation. “God, I quit!” 

 

Jeremiah 20:9 Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his 

name... 

 

 That’s a resignation. He told God: “I’m sorry but I just can’t do this prophet thing 

anymore.” But God did not accept his resignation.  

 

Jeremiah 20:9 …But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, 

and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay. 

 

 Jeremiah basically told God, “I quit. You can’t make me do this anymore.” And God 

said, “Bet I can.”  

 Jeremiah didn’t have a cause, the cause had him. He couldn’t let go because he didn’t 

have it to let go. The cause had him in a vice grip. It was in his heart and when he didn’t speak, 

his silence wore him out. Jeremiah “could not stay,” Jeremiah could not not speak. 

 

[5] LESSON 

 

 Is there a lesson in all this for us? Maybe, or maybe not. God has asked us to speak up for 

certain things. Do we speak up or do we remain silent? What you say, or don’t say, has a great 

deal to do with how deeply the cause is rooted in you, and that’s really not your free will choice, 

but God’s purpose in you. I know, you think you have a cause. But if that’s the extent of it, “your 
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cause,” you probably won’t accomplish much at all because having a cause has no staying 

power. Now, if the cause has you, that’s an entirely different matter. When the cause has you, 

then you speak. Because you choose to? No, but because you “cannot stay.” 

 So, what cause has gripped your heart and won’t leave you be? Jesus? Abortion? 

Anything? Think about that.  

Before I let you go, I’ll say one more thing about Jeremiah’s “cause.” He couldn’t let it 

go, he couldn’t be silent, he couldn’t resign because ― 

 

Jeremiah 1:4 The word of the Lord came unto me, saying :5 Before I formed thee in the 

belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 

ordained thee a prophet unto the nation. 

 

 Wow! No wonder Jeremiah couldn’t escape his destiny. God had him picked out from 

before he was born for this very role. 

 Question: What role has God picked you for? Don’t you think that maybe should have 

figured that out by now? 


