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 Israel had priests and kings, spiritual leaders and political leaders. But the priests were 

not kings and the kings were not priests. Moses was both, that is in the sense that he was both 

Israel’s spiritual leader and political leader, head of the church and head of state.  

After Moses those two roles diverged. The head of the church was Aaron’s son Eleazar, 

and the head of state was Joshua. They were both prophets receiving their directions from God, 

but that’s not the point. The point is one was a secular leader and the other a religious leader.  

Then came the judges and finally the kings, all secular leaders. The priests on the other 

hand were the head of their temple, their synagogues, their religion. The priests brought men to 

God and the kings ruled men for God. Basically, they had a separation of church and state. 

 But what about Messiah? When he comes, what is he supposed to be? A priest? A king? 

Both? Neither? What? Here’s the what: 

 

Psalms 110:4 Thou are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

 When Messiah comes, he will certainly be a priest. But not like Aaron, his priesthood 

will be like Melchizedek. So, what do we know about Melchizedek? 

 

Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was 

the priest of the most high God. 

 

 The important thing to know about Melchizedek was that he was a priest and a king. 

That’s different than any of the leaders of Israel. If Messiah is after the order of Melchizedek, 

then he too must be a king and a priest, bringing men to God and ruling men for God. 

 Now to the point.  

 Jesus Christ is that Messiah and his name indicates that.  

 Eusebius, in his 4
th

 century work, “The History of the Church”, makes this compelling 

argument: He points out that the name “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Joshua” 

Indeed, our English bibles even confuse those two English words: Hebrews 4:8 For if Jesus 

[meaning Joshua] had given them rest…  

 Eusebius then points out to us that the name “Christ” is the Greek translation for the 

Hebrew word “Messiah” meaning “anointed” which refers specifically to the priests of Aaron 

(Leviticus 4:5, 4:16, 6:22).  

 So we see then that the name Jesus Christ presents him to us as Joshua Messiah, meaning 

head of state and head of church, converging again, for the first time since Moses, both roles in 

one person.  

 But Jesus Christ is no ordinary political leader. He is not merely a judge (although he is 

that), he is a king, a priest/king with absolute authority on earth and in heaven. That’s the 

Messiah we call Lord. 

 

Hebrews 4:14 a great high priest, Jesus the son of God 

Revelation 19:16 King of kings, and Lord of lords 

Revelation 1:6 And he hath made us kings and priests unto God 


