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PRIDE 

Proverbs 

By Raymond White 

 

 Here is a list of verses about pride, arrogance, bragging, and other forms of 

general snooty-ness. 

 

Psalms 101:5 Him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.  

 

 We can’t stand arrogance and neither can God. After all, what do you have to be 

arrogant about? 

 

Proverbs 15:25 The LORD will destroy the house of the proud…  

 

 This can be literal. Pride destroys a man’s ability to correctly assess his true peril 

thus bringing about his downfall. 

 

Proverbs 16:5 Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: 

though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.  

 

 “Hand join in hand “ means although he tries to save himself with both hands; in 

other words, no matter what he does, God will punish him. And why should God punish 

him? Pride sets a man up for failure and disappointment two ways: First, pride blinds a 

man to the real dangers. And second, since no one like a braggart, when bad things 

happen, no one is on his side, everyone is cheering his downfall. 

 

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 

fall.  

 

 When a man’s is about to make a mistake, often it is pride that holds him to that 

destructive decision. He could consider alternatives, but his pride keeps him on course. 

 

Proverbs 18:12 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before 

honour is humility.  

 

 This makes perfect sense. A man who is sure of his course is often very wrong 

and is defeated. But a man who checks his course and checks again just to make doubly 

sure (because he knows he could be wrong) is far more likely to get it right. Like the old 

carpenter’s saying: “Measure twice, cut once.” 

 

Proverbs 18:19 A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and 

their contentions are like the bars of a castle.  

 

 In any argument there are two wedges that drive people apart: First, the issue 

itself. But second, there is pride. The issue may have merits on both sides, and each wants 
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to win because each has a valid point. But once pride takes over, all reasonableness is lost 

and each wants to win for ego’s sake. And the issue, which originally made sense, is lost.  

 

Proverbs 21:4 An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is 

sin. 

 

 “Plowing of the wicked” is more literally “lamp of the wicked”; in other words, 

everything looks good, a bright prosperity.  

 

 Proverbs 25:6 Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not in 

the place of great men. :7 For better it is that it be said unto thee, Come  up 

hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince whom 

thine eyes have seen.  

 

 This speaks of humility versus arrogance. If you’re doing good work, you don’t 

have to promote yourself, your superior will promote you. If you promote yourself, brag, 

and your superior has to put you in your place, that’s humiliating.  

 

Proverbs 25:14 Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind 

without rain.  

 

 The subject here is bragging. It accomplishes nothing and is humiliating.  

 

Proverbs 25:27 It is not good to eat much honey: so for men to search their own 

glory is not glory.  

 

 This is rich with meaning. You cannot get glory by seeking glory. If heroism is 

the objective then it is phony. Heroism is real when one acts heroically in a dangerous 

situation that one did not seek. It’s like humility in that regard. Some virtues (perhaps all 

virtues) resist those who seek them, because the seeking them almost always implies an 

ulterior motive, a reason why you want that virtue which is different than having the 

virtue innately.  

 I am not speaking of hypocrisy, that’s much to blunt. A hypocrite is a person who 

wants the appearance of a virtue. What I’m talking about is much more subtle than that, a 

genuine seeking of a virtue because you actually want the virtue. That is not hypocrisy by 

any means, but it still hints of double intent. A man says, “I want to be a kind person,” 

and so he makes himself a kind person. That is laudable. But that motivated virtue is ever 

so slightly different than just being a kind person, not because he wishes to be kind, but 

because he is innately concerned for another person’s well being and has no expectation, 

or even awareness, of his own “virtue status.” The virtue of kindness is not his objective. 

The other person’s well being is his objective. True virtue ― well, that’s not quite right, 

I’ll rather say the “better” virtue. The better virtue is not inwardly directed to one’s own 

desire for virtue, but is outwardly directed to the needs of others. 

 

Proverbs 26:12 Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is more hope of 

a fool than of him.  
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 This is very true. A genuine fool is not as foolish as a conceited person. 

 

Proverbs 26:16 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can 

render a reason.  

 

 The lazy man is not only lazy but he is smug, so smug that he thinks he is smarter 

than everyone else, he has it all figured out, or so he thinks. 

 

Proverbs 27:2 Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a stranger, 

and not thine own lips. 

 

 Nothing makes a man more ridiculous than touting his own greatness. A truly 

great man needs to say nothing of it ― his greatness will be obvious to everyone. 

 

Proverbs 27:21 As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man 

to his praise.  

 

 We talk about pride as though it’s always a bad thing. It’s not always. Sometimes 

what a person needs is a compliment, a little stroking of the ego to get him or her going 

again. Just a sense of achievement can be the difference between success and failure in 

life. Is that a bad thing? Of course not.  

 

Proverbs 28:25 He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife: but he that putteth 

his trust in the LORD shall be made fat. 

 

 The worst problem with pride is that it won’t let go. A person engaged in a 

dispute might handle the tension okay and come away with no hurt feelings. But once 

pride takes over, that person must win at all cost, and that’s where the damage is done.  

Trusting the LORD basically is a silent “whatever” ― to surrender an argument 

even though you are sure you are right. In other words, “You may be right. Let’s just 

agree to disagree and move on” avoids arguments and saves friendships. 

 

Proverbs 29:23 A man’s pride shall bring him low: but honour shall uphold the 

humble in spirit. 

 

 Pride and honor are two different things. Honor is how you behave. Pride is what 

you say about how you behave. In other words, how you claim to behave. Honor is a 

virtue. Pride is a claim to virtue. 

 

Ezekiel 16:23 And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, (woe, woe unto thee! 

saith the LORD GOD;) :24 That thou hast also built unto thee an eminent place, 

and hast made thee an high place in every street. :25 Thou hast built thy high 

place at every head of the way…and multiplied thy whoredoms.  
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 Your whoredoms have given you celebrity status and you love it, so you increase 

your whoredoms. We have pride in many different things, but some people have pride in 

the evil they do, and ironically, their pride is encouraged by people who praise them for 

it. And so it becomes a vicious circle: sin causes pride, and pride encourages more sin. 

 

Daniel 4:30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 

for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 

majesty? :31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from 

heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is 

departed from thee. 

 

 Even the great Nebuchadnezzar lost his kingdom, apparently because he went 

insane for awhile. However great you are, whatever great things you have or have done, 

it’s all temporary, and very fragile. 

 

Daniel 5:20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he 

was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. :22 And 

thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all 

this; 

 

 Belshazzar learned the same lesson as Nebuchadnezzar. Belshazzar lost his 

kingdom in a single night when the Persians breached the wall for an easy victory.  


