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PESSIMISM 

Ecclesiastes 

By Raymond White 

 

 Give the devil his due. There really are two sides of just about everything. When you do 

what’s right and smart, do you get what you deserve? Well, it depends on whether you are 

looking at it from the Proverbs point of view or the Ecclesiastes point of view. The difference 

between these two books is the difference between an optimist and a pessimist. 

 

 Question  Answer (Proverbs)  Answer (Ecclesiastes) 

 

 Is wisdom  Proverbs 1:5 A wise man Ecclesiastes 1:18 In much wisdom 

 really such  will hear and will increase is much grief and he that increaseth 

 a good thing?  leaning.    knowledge increaseth sorrow. 

 

  

 Should I  Proverbs 21:5 The thoughts Ecclesiastes 2:22 What hath man 

 work hard?  of the diligent tend only of all his labour? :23 all his days 

    to plenteousness.  are sorrow and grief. 

 

 Should I  Proverbs 27:12 A prudent Ecclesiastes 9:11 the race is not to  

 plan and  man foreseeth the evil and the swift nor the battle to the strong 

 prepare?  and hideth himself.  but time and chance happeneth to  

        to them all. 

 

 The basic message throughout Proverbs is if you live life right, everything will turn out 

right. But Ecclesiastes says it ain’t necessarily so.  

 Which is true? The irony is, they both are true, that’s why the Bible preaches both 

messages, giving equal time to the pessimist as the optimist.  

 Drive safely and you’ll arrive safely. True, but not absolutely. What if you get whacked 

by a drunk driver? That can happen. But we try to drive safely anyway, in spite of the occasion 

drunk out there because we know that driving safely tilts the odds greatly in our favor. Work 

hard and you’ll be successful. True, but not absolutely. There are many hard working failures, 

and a few lottery winners who contribute nothing.  

 Eat right, exercise, don’t smoke and you’ll live longer. True, but not absolutely. I’ve had 

right living friends who died prematurely, and then there was George Burns who smoked all his 

life and live to a hundred. The scriptures are paradoxical because life is paradoxical. 

 The harder you work, the luckier you get. Time and chance do happen to all of us, but the 

“righter” you live, the better the odds that life will turn out right. That’s the best we can do. 

 But there is one point on which the optimist and the pessimist can agree on completely: 

 

 How do I  Proverbs 19:16 He that  Ecclesiastes 12:13 Fear God and 

 get back to  keepeth the commandment keep his commandments for this is 

 God?   keepeth his own soul.  the whole duty of man. :14 For God 

        shall bring every work into judgment 
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 So, whichever side you’re inclined to be on at the moment, whether you think life is fair 

or futile, whether life’s generosities have made you an optimist or life’s cruelties have made you 

a pessimist, whether you are a happy person or a sad person, whether you are a Proverbs person 

or an Ecclesiastes person, remember this: there is room in heaven for both. God does not judge 

your disposition, he judges your obedience. In the long view, all that matters is whether or not 

you have given yourself to him, however he has blessed, or cursed, you in this life.  

 

John 6:37 He that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out. 

 

 Now that’s an absolute you can bet on.  


