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PEACE 

Isaiah 9:6 

By Raymond White 

 

 With all the war in the world and in the Bible, one might well wonder if there is 

any room in God’s agenda for peace. Even if it seems always just out of reach, peace is 

still a goal, if not the primary goal, of God’s will for man.  

 

 Psalms 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 

 

 Peace is the dream of nations. But the reason peace is hard to achieve is because 

of our greedy nature, to want what other people have, and to take it by force if there is no 

other way to obtain. It is righteousness that causes peace, for the simple reason that when 

people are content with the blessings that God has provided, war becomes pointless. 

 

Proverbs 16:7 When a man’s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies 

to be at peace with him.  

 

 This has two meanings and both, I think, are correct: (1) When people live in 

God’s will, God divinely intercedes to make their enemies give up hating them. And (2) 

when people live as God wants, they are giving their enemies no occasion to hate them. 

So, what’s there to fight about?  

 The first is spiritual and the second is practical. But in practice, they are pretty 

much the same thing. God makes happen what we try so hard to make happen.  

 

Proverbs 17:1 Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full 

of sacrifices with strife.  

 

 Sacrifices can mean religious observance and it can also mean lots of good meat 

on the table. Either way, peace in the home is better than good food and better even than 

good religion. 

 

Isaiah 26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 

because he trusteth in thee.  

 

 A nice promise. But not merely a divine promise but also practical advice. If your 

mind is on God more than on the things of the world, peace is a natural result because 

there is nothing to quarrel about. 

 

Isaiah 26:12 LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all 

our works in us.  

 

 You have given us everything else, food, shelter, and even a nation. If you can do 

all that for us, God, can you give us peace as well? 
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Daniel 4:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, 

that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.  

 

 Yes, this would be nice, peace in spite of our differences. Even Nebuchadnezzar, 

that great warrior king, longed for peace. Can many nations and different peoples with 

different languages, cultures, and religions ever have peace? That was Nebuchadnezzer’s 

expectation. But it was beyond even his abilities to achieve peace for any long duration. 

Soon after his death Babylon was conquered by the Persians, then they by the Greeks, 

then they by the Romans, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

 Can there ever be long lasting peace? That certainly was and is the Jewish dream. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, 

The mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

 The Jews understood that no human king could ever bring lasting peace to the 

world, that goal is simply beyond our ability. Such an accomplishment could only ever be 

achieved by God who, they expected, would one day personally take control of the 

governments of the world and be the Prince of Peace. 

 That person, God born in human flesh, did come to earth, and he is the only hope 

humanity has for peace. How shall we find him? The place to start is in a lowly stable in 

Bethlehem. 

 

Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. :11 For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. :12 And this shall be a 

sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger. :13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

hosts praising God, and saying, :14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 

peace, good will toward men.  

 

 There’s the promise. When the world receives its messiah the world will at the 

same time receive peace. 

 In the meantime, let’s keep working at it. 

 Shalom       ) ― peace! 

 


