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CROSSING THE RED SEA 

Exodus 14 

By Raymond White 

 

 Where did Moses and the Israelites cross the sea and how did it happen?  

 There are three ways to view miracles: [1] Atheist believe the text is wrong, or if there is 

any fact to it, it is all natural events and nothing supernatural. [2] Ultra-believers believe that it is 

all supernatural, and there is no reason to understand it in terms of natural events, and anyone 

who seeks a rational understanding is not a true believer. [3] Rational believers are somewhere in 

the middle. Yes, the text is true, and God did what he says he did. But if we read it carefully, 

with attention to detail, we may discover that nature and super-nature are not at odds with each 

other, that God, quite rationally, uses nature as his tool to get things done. That’s what I believe.  

 Does that make me a non-believer? In my view, that makes me a true believer because I 

believe what the Bible actually says and not all the myth heaped on top of it over the centuries.  

 To understand Israel’s crossing of the Red Sea (and perhaps God’s miracles in general) 

we really need to read the Bible carefully, and understand as much as we can about the region. 

Who knows. We might actually learn something about God and how he deals with us. 

 So, let’s look at the facts and see what happened, what the Bible really insists we believe. 

 

[1] ISRAEL LEFT EGYPT IN A SINGLE DAY 

 

Exodus 12:51 And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the Lord did bring the children 

of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies. 

 

 This is really important. When God said, “leave – now!” they did just that. By the end of 

that first day, they were out of Egypt and somewhere else. Why is that important? Because it 

means that they did not travel south along the Suez but headed directly east, so that the next day 

they were on the Sinai peninsula. Therefore, the crossing of the sea could not have been from 

Egypt across the Suez to the Sinai peninsula, nor across the Rea Sea to Arabia. The crossing did 

not begin in Egypt (or anywhere in Africa) because they weren’t in Egypt. 
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[2] MOUNT SINAI IS NOT ON THE SINAI PENINSULA 
 

Galatians 4:25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia… 

 

 Moses was taking Israel to Mount Sinai. But Mount Sinai was not on the Sinai Peninsula 

because they were already there. The holy mount was in Arabia, another 50 days journey, 

including a crossing of the Red Sea.  

 There is other good evidence, more elaborate evidence, that Mount Sinai is in Arabia, but 

for my purpose, I’ll accept Galatians to be the final word. They were on the Sinai Peninsula. 

 

[3] ISRAEL TURNED SOUTH 

 

 Why would they do that? Because: 

 

Exodus 13:17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led 

them not through the way of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Let 

peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt. 

 

 They could have gone straight on to Palestine, a short trip, but God changed their course 

to avoid war with the Philistines. And which way did they turn? Certainly not north into the 

Mediterranean sea, and certainly not west back to Egypt. And that leaves south. 

 

 
 

 

[4] ISRAEL FOLLOWED THE COAST TO THE SOUTHERN TIP 
 

 Now it’s time for an aerial view. Aren’t satellites wonderful? 
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 As you see, the coastal plain is easily passable, but the mountainous interior is not. 

 So Israel followed the coastal plain south to the tip, rounded the tip, then turned north 

along the Gulf of Aqaba. There is no other place to go. 

 Rounding the tip and turning north, Israel continued to follow the coastal plain. But, as 

you see in the picture, the coastal plain ends abruptly where the mountains jut to the sea.   

 

[5] ISRAEL IS TRAPPED 
 

Exodus 14:1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying :2 Speak unto the children of Israel, 

that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against 

Baal-zeephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. :3 For Pharaoh will say of the 

children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.  

 

 And Israel found themselves trapped between the mountains and the sea. Mountains to 

the north, mountains to the west, sea to the east, and Pharaoh’s army in hot pursuit from the 

south. They were boxed in with no place to go. So they “turned” back and camped.  
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 Now it’s time for some word analysis.  

 They camped at Pi-ha-hiroth. “Pi” means either “mouth of” or “flow out.” “Ha” means 

“the”. “Hiroth” almost certainly comes from an Akkadian word “hiritu” which means “channel” 

or “canal.” So they camped at “flowing-out-of-the-canal,” a perfectly good name for that place 

where the Gulf of Aqaba flows into the Red Sea. 

 They camped between Migdol and the sea against Baal-zephon.  

 Migdol is Hebrew for tower or fortress, a word that Egyptians also used. So we need a 

fortress on the mountains to the west. Was there a fortress there? Well, there is Tel el-Borg, an 

excavation site in that region. Borg is Arabic for tower. In any case, the mountain is the logical 

place for an Egyptian fortress. We’ll see what future excavations uncover. 

 Baal-zephon was likely a Canaanite god who protected seafarers. “Against” means 

“across”. So we need a mountain to the east, across the sea. But it’s a long way across the Gulf 

of Aqaba to look for a mountain in Arabia. However, in the middle of the gulf is Tiran Island 

(see it clearly in the photograph above), and that island has a mountain with 1540 foot elevation, 

a perfect god to watch over seafarers.  

 

[6] NATURAL BRIDGE ACROSS THE GULF OF AQABA 
 

 Now things get really interesting. How did God deliver Israel? He parted the sea. Well, of 

course he did. But how did he do that? “He just did it” is not a good answer, not when the Bible, 

and geologic facts have a lot to say about it.  

 The Gulf of Aqaba is generally 800 to 1800 meters deep. But there is a natural land 

bridge that runs from the Sinai peninsula, through Tiran Island, and on to the Arabian peninsula. 

It is about 11.2 miles long, 800 meters wide, and mostly only 80 meters deep except in one place 

about 200 meters deep. How convenient. No wonder God insisted they camp at that exact spot. 

God had a plan. 

 

 
 

 The aerial photo below spans from the Sinai peninsula across the Gulf of Aqaba to the 

Arabian peninsula. 
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[7] WHAT GOD ACTUALLY DID 
 

Exodus 14:21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the 

sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the 

waters were divided. :22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon 

the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their 

left. 

 

 Let’s notice some really important details here. 

 

1. It was an east wind that parted the sea; that is, it blew from the east. Now common sense 

will tell you that a wind strong enough to part the sea is strong enough to prevent you 

from walking eastward into it. That would be like walking into a tornado only much 

worse. They walked east across the sea, but clearly not into that wind. The lion’s share of 

that powerful wind had to have been blowing across the sea south of them. 

 

2. God didn’t just snap his fingers to part the sea. This was not magic. That wind blew all 

night long to get the job done. Yes, it was a supernatural wind, but there were natural 

forces at work here. Allow God to use his own creation, earth, to accomplish his goals. 
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3. The text does not say that the walls of water rose as in the movie “Ten Commandments”. 

They could just have well dropped away from them, and I believe that’s what happened. 

 

    
 

  Now the magnificent thing happens. The east wind pushes the water west across the Red 

Sea, the water level drops in the middle and rises along Egypt’s coastline, and water flows 

massively south out of the Gulf of Aqaba and into the Red Sea dropping the level of the Gulf of 

Aqaba. The natural land bridge became exposed with the walls of water dropping away on both 

sides. And on that land bridge, Israel crossed the Red Sea (not the “Reed Sea”) safely from the 

Sinai peninsula to the Arabian peninsula. 

 Then, when the Egyptians pursued, God stopped the wind and the Red Sea returned to its 

natural level forcing massive water north back into the Gulf of Aqaba. The rising water levels in 

the Gulf and in the Rea Sea flooded over the land bridge and destroyed the Egyptians as the 

Israelites watched from Arabia. 

 And that is how it happened.  

 God did it, but now you know how he did it. It was miraculous, sure enough, but not 

absurdly miraculous. In other words, it really happened in real history. It’s not a fairy tale, and 

the Bible account is true. 

 


