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ISAIAH’S MESSIAH 

By Raymond White 

 

 Isaiah is the quintessential book of Messianic prophecy, the “go to” book for anyone 

interested in what God had to say about the coming Messiah. But: why? Why Isaiah and not, for 

example, Samuel, or Elijah? Yes, there are scattered messianic prophecies before Isaiah, but not 

many. Genesis 3:15 …her seed speaks of a conception without a man. Genesis 49:10 The 

scepter shall not depart from Judah speaks of a future royalty from Judah. And there is Psalms 

22:1 My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? :8 He trusted on the Lord that he would 

deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. :18 The part my garments among 

them, and cast lots upon my vesture. These are quoted by Matthew to point to Jesus as the Christ. 

 But taken all together (these plus a few more) are at best obscure, that is until the actual 

Messiah does arrive and these verses find their object. Then we understand them. 

 But then there’s Isaiah, upon whom suddenly God downloads a raft of divine information 

about one future man: the coming Messiah. And one is inclined to ask, why? Why that man 

Isaiah and why that time? Was it arbitrary or did God have a purpose? 

 No, it was not arbitrary, and, yes, God did have a purpose. Here’s how it unfolded. 

 Two critically important events had just occurred that threw the nation Judah into a panic.  

 First: Judah’s northern neighbor had just been taken captive by the Assyrians and their 

king Sargon II. And Judah knew that they were next on Sargon’s hit list. Judah felt impending 

doom and there was little they could do about it. 

 Second: Judah’s king Uzziah had just died. Judah didn’t have many good kings (Israel 

had none) but Uzziah was one of those few. Uzziah had been good for the nation. Under him, 

Judah prospered and enjoyed justice. Once only did he offend God and that cost him greatly: he 

was stricken with leprosy. Ironically, that experience might have made him an even better king, 

knowing, as he had learned from personal experience, that you don’t mess with God. The nation 

felt secure under Uzziah’s rule and when he died, the nation’s confidence died with him. 

 Enter Isaiah. The nation was frightened. Uzziah is dead, the Assyrians are coming, what 

will become of us? At that moment of great alarm while Judah was in a listening mood, God 

opened the heavens to human eyes, revealed himself as the real king (not the dead leper Uzziah), 

and Judah does indeed have a bright and wonderful future which includes the coming world 

savior, the Messiah. 

 

Isaiah 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, 

and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. :2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one 

had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 

with twain he did fly. :3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the 

Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 

 

 This great, divine king who sat on his throne in heaven was in charge, not only of Judah’s 

destiny, but the whole world’s. And his power was unchallengeable because he was “holy, holy, 

holy.” God is many things. He is light, he is love, he is truth ― what he is not, however, is “light, 

light, light.” Above all his attributes, his most important is holiness. He is not just holy, he is 

“holy, holy, holy.” God is so holy, in fact, that the angels needed to shield themselves from him. 
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They needed six wings. Two for flying of course, but two more to cover their exposed feet and 

two more to cover their exposed heads.  

 In other words, God’s essential being is holiness, apart from all sin and failure. He is so 

holy that being close to him was a dangerous place to be. Why is that important? Because: a 

being that holy cannot fail, his word and his will are unchallengeable. In other words: Judah, 

trust him. 

 And that is what Isaiah saw. 

 Well, that scared the willies out of poor Isaiah. Why? Because Isaiah was not holy. 

 

Isaiah 6:5 Then said I, woe is me! [Cursed am I! Oie Ve!] For I am undone; because I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine 

eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. 

 

 Isaiah had a problem. He had sin, and he stood in the presence of the holy, holy, holy 

God who could not tolerate sin. Surely Isaiah would not survive. But then, a marvelous thing 

happened. 

 

Isaiah 6:6 The flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which 

he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: :7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, 

Lo, this hath touched thy lips: and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

 

 This is simply amazing. Isaiah stood in the presence of the holy God and lived to tell 

about it. His sin was purged. By what? By the burning coal of an altar. By a sacrifice. What 

sacrifice? Isaiah was about to find out. 

 And what sins were purged? The sins of his mouth. Most of our sins are sins of our 

mouths, aren’t they? Lying, anger, seduction ― words that we speak that we ought not to speak. 

And why clean up Isaiah’s mouth? Because God had use for Isaiah’s mouth, and God’s message 

would necessarily be a holy message so God needed Isaiah’s mouth to be holy. 

 

Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. :9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye 

indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

 

 God had a message for Judah, one that they wouldn’t understand. But that’s okay that 

they didn’t understand it; it needed to be documented. And it was. It’s called the Book of Isaiah. 

Something was coming that was big ― bigger than big, bigger than Judah, bigger than Assyria, 

something huge. What? The coming salvation of the world ― and that message was Isaiah’s to 

deliver. 

 Alright then, let’s lay it out, this message from God to Isaiah, from Isaiah to Judah, and 

from Judah to the world ― this message of Isaiah’s Messiah. 

 

Isaiah 7:14 Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel. 
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 Wow! Isaiah starts off big, doesn’t he? A virgin born son is coming, and his name will be 

“God with us!” In other words, God is coming here; he will be born!  

 But how can God come when he is already here? He is living in the temple above the Ark 

of the Covenant, isn’t he? Well, yes, but a lot is going to happen between now and then. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 

God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

 Everything there is critically important. God, the Everlasting Father, will be born. How in 

the world is that even conceivable, let alone possible? And he will be your defense attorney with 

God, and he will bring peace ― that is, “reconcile” or “atone” ― between man and God. 

 

Isaiah 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 

grow out of his roots. 

 

 God has not forgotten David. That Davidic Covenant still stands sure. 2 Samuel 7:16 And 

thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 

established for ever. This is David’s eternal dynasty, the only eternal dynasty in the history of the 

world. Christ, when he comes, must inherit the throne of David as a biological descendant and 

legal heir of David. Now that’s tricky considering that Christ must be virgin born. But God wants 

it tricky so there can be no pretenders. Only the real Messiah can fulfill it all. 

 

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 

Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

 This foresees John the Baptist, of course. The coming king, like all kings, needs a herald, 

someone to announce that the king is arriving.  

 

Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold: mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I 

have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the gentiles. 

 

 Christ pleases God, and God upholds Christ, and Christ carries God’s spirit with him so 

that he does the miracles that he does. What is the “judgment” that Christ brings to the gentiles? 

Is God judging, condemning the Gentiles for what they’ve done to the Jews? It could mean that, 

but I don’t think that’s the meaning. I think it means that God gave the law, and its courts and its 

justice and fair play, to the Jews. And Christ will take that to the whole world. Actually, that 

would condemn the world, but with Christ’s atonement, God’s “judgment” will save the world. 

 The following text has to be separated into its component pieces. 

 

 Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? And to what is the arm of the Lord revealed? 

 

 God went out of his way to persuade the people that Jesus was who he claimed to be: the 

Son of God, the promised Messiah. The miracles were God’s “report.” But they didn’t believe 

him.  John 12:38 Though he had done so many miracles yet they believed not on him. 
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Isaiah 53:2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 

ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 

that we should desire him.  

 

 He appeared to be an ordinary man from an ordinary family with an ordinary life. There’s 

nothing special about him. He was not born, as humans account it, to any celebrity status as any 

son of a king normally would be. 

 

Isaiah 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 

grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him 

not. 

 

 “Man of sorrows” because he, more than any other man, understood the pain caused by 

sin. A sinner becomes numb to sin, jaded by self-justification and constant exposure. As eyes 

adjust to bright light, a sinner excuses himself, desensitizes himself to escape the pain of guilt. 

But for a sinless person to experience sin, it must have been exquisite for him to feel that which 

‘till then he had had no part of. 

   “Acquainted with grief” because like anyone else he was tempted by sin. Hebrews 4:15 

…tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

 

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem 

him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  

 

 He took our sins and our sadnesses, and we called him crazy for doing that. Wouldn’t a 

person have to be crazy to take someone else’s sickness, someone else’s sin and guilt, someone 

else’s sorrows for family failure, business failure, all failure? That would be a crazy person, a 

masochist ― who would do that sort of thing? Only someone who loves beyond all human 

reason. It is extreme love, not craziness, drives a person to sacrifice himself or herself for 

someone else, like a mother throwing herself in from of an oncoming car to save her child.  

 

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 

iniquities: the chastisement for our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 

healed.  

 

 The “chastisement of our peace”. What is that? A criminal is punished in our society with 

prison time and sometimes execution. In other societies, with amputation or torture. Society calls 

that “justice” and “paying a debt to society.” And when that debt is paid, there is peace, 

reconciliation, atonement. The penalty, his chastisement, brought us peace.  

 

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own 

way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
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 And what was the crime that required chastisement? The “gone astray.” The “every one 

to his own way.” If Isaiah, that great and righteous man, stood guilty before God (6:5) and was 

terrified by judgment, are we not at least as guilty as he? 

 

Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 

brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 

openeth not his mouth. 

 

 The eunuch in Acts 8:32 was reading this verse when Phillip found him and taught him. 

No wonder he was confused and needed someone to explain it to him.  

 

Isaiah 53:8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 

generation? For he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 

people was he stricken.  

 

 “Cut off” means executed as a criminal. But he had committed no crime, so why was he 

executed? He was executed in place of other people who were criminals.  

 

Isaiah 53:9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 

because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.  

 

 “Made his grave” means “assigned a grave.” This verse really means: “It was intended 

that he be buried with the wicked; that is, in a common grave. But he ended up being buried with 

the rich in his own private grave instead.” This was needful. The good news message had to have 

an empty tomb so the disciples could point to it and say, “See? The tomb is empty because he 

rose from the dead.” God arranged the details precisely.  

 

Isaiah 53:10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou 

shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 

Lord shall prosper in his hand.  

 

 “…shalt make his soul an offering…” 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin 

for us, who knew no sin… 

 “…shall prolong his days…” How can you prolong someone’s days when they’re dead? 

Simple. You resurrect them so that they live forever. The New English Bible translates it this 

way: “The Lord healed him.” 

 

Isaiah 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 

knowledge shall my righteous servant, justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

 

 “Justify”; in other words, “not guilty” in a court of law. Acquitted. That’s the verdict you 

want, isn’t it? Well, go all the way back to 9:6 ... Wonderful, Counsellor…The Prince of Peace. 

He is your defense attorney and wins a verdict for you of “not guilty,” thus reinstating peace 

between you and God. Isn’t that what you want?  
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Isaiah 53:12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the 

spoil with the strong; because he had poured out his soul unto death: and was numbered 

with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors. 

 

 After all is said and done, Christ is exalted to greatness which is what he deserves. Why? 

Because he sacrificed his own soul for us to take and pay for our sin. 

 And finally, there is this. 

 

Isaiah 61:1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me: because the Lord hath anointed me to 

preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those that are bound. 

 

 This is the verse that Jesus used to proclaim himself, to put the world on notice that he 

had arrive. He stood in his own synagogue in Nazareth ― they all knew who he was, the 

carpenter’s son ― and he read this verse to them (Luke 4:18) and declared that he, himself, was 

the subject of the verse: Luke 4:21 …This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. There was 

no mistaking his meaning. He had claimed to be the Messiah and they understood him perfectly. 

That’s why they tried to kill him: Luke 4:19 [They]…led him unto the brow of the hill…that they 

might cast him down headlong.  

 Here’s the point: All of Isaiah’s Messianic verses refer to one man, and that man is Jesus 

Christ. Jesus knew it and declared it to be so. We should also declare it to be so. 

 

 


