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LEARNING 

Proverbs 

By Raymond White 

 

 Obviously you are not averse to learning or you wouldn’t be reading this, or the 

Bible. Just the same, we ought to take some time to find out what the Bible has to say 

about learning ― not learning this or learning that, but learning in general. 

 As with other subjects, we find the bulk of Hebrew thinking in Proverbs, and so it 

is that we turn to Proverbs to learn about learning. 

 

Proverbs 15:5 A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: but he that regardeth 

reproof is prudent. 

 

Proverbs 15:32 He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that 

heareth reproof getteth understanding. 

 

 When a teacher instructs a student, whether learning occurs or not depends greatly 

on the attitude of the student. Does the student see that instruction as instruction or as 

reproof? If the student senses reproof, the negativity may be a barrier to learning because 

the student may be more focused on protecting his ego than on getting the information.  

 But even if the student senses reproof, he still has a choice. He can protect his ego 

and learn nothing which is what fools do, or he can accept his proper role as student, 

accept the reproof, set his ego aside, and learn. That’s the prudent thing to do. 

 Yes, the teacher should try to be good teacher by stroking the student’s ego rather 

than attacking it, but ultimately the responsibility for learning is the student’s. And good 

students, wise students will learn even from bad teachers. If you are a wise student, one 

who is determined to learn no matter what, you must learn to get what you want from 

even the worst teachers. And rule number one is: don’t let your pride get in the way.  

 

Proverbs 16:21 …the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning.  

 

 “The sweetness of the lips” is more than what is said, it is how it is said. When we 

seek leaning, we expect to hear more than just the truth, we expect our teacher to speak 

the truth in an eloquent way so that we actually want to hear it. When a student is 

impassioned about a subject, then it sticks.  

 Information is what comes out of the teacher. Learning is what goes into the 

student. Teaching is more than conveying information, it is also sales, it is convincing 

students that what the teacher is saying is worth time and effort to learn. Teachers should 

make real effort to hone their teaching skills; that is, if they want to actually teach. 

 Here’s a saying of my own, something I’ve been saying for decades: “A teacher’s 

highest duty is not to teach but to inspire learning.” 

 

Proverbs 16:23 The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to 

his lips. 
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 It’s hard to learn when you feel no passion for the subject. But when your heart is 

in it, leaning just happens. Good instruction begins in the teacher’s heart, then moves to 

the mind, then the mouth. Then to the student’s ears, then mind, then heart. When the 

information has arrived in the student’s heart, real teaching has occurred. 

 

Proverbs 17:10 A reproof entereth more into a wise man than an hundred stripes 

into a fool. 

 

 A wise man takes to heart even rebuke, but a fool never listens ― you can’t even 

beat the truth into him. To learn, a student must set pride aside, even if the student is 

being ridiculed or even yelled at. A real demarcation between wisdom and foolishness is 

how you react when your boss yells at your. If you accept the incoming with humility and 

a desire to do better, you will learn and be a better employee and keep your job. But if 

you meet hostility with hostility, you will learn nothing and probably lose your job. 

 

Proverbs 17:16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, 

seeing he hath no heart to it?  

 

 A fool has no passion for learning so he will pay no price to get knowledge ― not 

money, not effort to study, not even getting up on time to show up to class on time. 

That’s a fool. He ignores his opportunities for education because he has other things to 

do, like computer games. 

 This is the downside of free education. Since it is free, students place no value on 

it and see it as a chore rather than an opportunity. 

 

Proverbs 17:24 Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a 

fool are in the ends of the earth.  

 

 A wise man grabs those opportunities that are immediately available. A fool lives 

in a fantasyland, day dreaming of far places but does nothing to realize his dreams.  

 

Proverbs 18:1 Through desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and 

intermeddleth with all wisdom.  

 

 Wise men separate themselves from all distractions and passionatly focus on the 

task at hand, and tries to get all the information available. With today’s internet, it’s 

pretty easy to get any information you want about anything. 

 

Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and 

understanding.  

 

 There is great value in good education. Spend your money and your time on 

knowledge and you’ve gotten your money’s worth. “Sell it not” implies, I think, that 

there are some things you really don’t want to share with other people, like for instance, 

your successful way of beating the stock market. 
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Proverbs 24:3 Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is 

established. :4 And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious 

and pleasant riches. :5 A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth 

strength.   

 

 It is education and knowledge that gets the really important stuff done. If you 

don’t know what you’re doing, what you do can be worse than doing nothing at all, like 

for example, building a house full of mistakes. 

 

Proverbs 29:1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly 

be destroyed, and that without remedy.  

 

 Stubbornness against learning leads to ignorance, and often to fatal ignorance. For 

instance, millions of people die each year just because they will not heed the simple 

warning on cigarette packs: “Warning! Cigarettes can cause fatal lung disease.” Smokers 

are often reminded of that (it’s on every pack) but stubbornly reject the truth, and many 

pay for that stubbornness with their lives. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:13 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, 

who will no more be admonished.  

 

 Many leaders (particularly old leaders who have been in office too long) won’t 

take advice. That’s a perilous situation for the king and the country to be in. This is a 

good argument for term limits. But a child who is “poor and wise” won’t be poor for 

long. 

 

Daniel 12:4 …the time of the end…knowledge shall be increased.  

 

 This last verse foresees a future age of great knowledge and fast learning. We 

have arrived at that time.  

It’s always been true that anyone who doesn’t seek knowledge is a fool, but it is 

truer today than ever. Today there is so much knowledge available, and so much of it is 

free and at our fingertips that anyone who would pass on that would be a very big fool 

indeed. 


