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INHERITANCE 

Deuteronomy 21:15-16, Numbers 27:7-8 

By Raymond White 

 

 Probate is a nuisance for many reasons. Not only because of its tediousness, but 

also because much of the wealth of the estate can end up in the pockets of attorneys 

rather than the pockets of the rightful heirs. But it is what it is, people die, and wealth 

must be transferred to the next generation by some means, so probate is here to stay. 

 Does the Bible have any good advice about inheritance? Actually, it does. 

 

[1] FAVORITISM 

 

Deuteronomy 21:15 If a man have two wives, one beloved, and another hated, 

and they have born him children, both the beloved and the hated; and if the first 

born son be hers that was hated :16 Then it shall be, when he maketh his sons to 

inherit that which he hath, that he may not make the one of the beloved firstborn 

before the son of the hated, which is indeed the firstborn. 

 

 Here’s the situation. A man has two wives. He loves one better than the other and 

is inclined to will everything to the more loved wife and her children, and to leave 

nothing to the less loved wife and her children. But according to this text, that he prefers 

one over the other does not permit him to disinherit the children of the less loved wife. 

All his children have a legal claim. 

 This is also true if a man is widowed or divorced, and remarries. He can’t just 

take his children’s inheritance and give it to his new sexy young wife and her children. 

His first children are protected by God’s law. American law has no such protection. 

Under Mosaic law, a man cannot intentionally disinherit his children. He also cannot 

accidently disinherit them as so often happens in American law.  

One of the great faults of our probate system is accidental disinheritance, which 

should not be allowed to happen but it does. It happens because widows and widowers 

forget to review and change their will when they remarry. When widows or widowers 

remarry, if the will stipulates that everything goes to the spouse, and that is not changed, 

the widow or widower has inadvertently redirected the entire estate to that new spouse, 

thus disinheriting his or her own children. Remember Cinderella? That’s how the evil 

step-mother ended up with everything and Cinderella ended up in the attic. 

I’ve seen this happen and it’s evil. Here’s my advice: If your widowed mom or 

dad starts thinking about remarrying, you and your siblings had better step in and ask, 

“Mom or Dad, we don’t mind you remarrying, but do you mind if we take a look at your 

will?”  Actually, a funded living trust works much better, but at the very least, the will 

should be updated to reflect new family circumstances.  

 

[2] FEMALES 

 

Numbers 27:7 The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give 

them a possession of an inheritance among their father’s brethren; and thou shalt 

cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them. :8 And thou shalt speak 
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unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall 

cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. 

 

 Anciently, there were practical reasons why males inherited and females did not. 

Males defined the family unit while females married into other families. (Incidentally, 

this is true of much of the animal kingdom. Lions for example. When lions grow to 

puberty, it is the females that leave the pride and find another pride. The males stay put.) 

But that arrangement was not an absolute, not in the Bible. When a father dies, 

just because he has all daughters and no sons is no reason why his family should lose its 

property and his daughters left destitute. Of course the girls can inherit. God says so. 

British law for a long time did not acknowledge that, and until the late nineteenth 

century females could not inherit at all. So, widows were often left destitute and many 

had to become prostitutes to survive, because the property that should have been theirs 

was past to some distant male cousin.  

In the novel “Little Women” by Louisa May Alcott, this is the issue that 

desperately concerned the mother for her daughters. Had British law been influenced by 

the Bible (Number 27), this injustice against women would not have continued so long. 

 

[3] DISINHERITANCE 

 

Proverbs 17:2 A wise servant shall have rule over a son that causeth shame, and 

shall have part of the inheritance among the brethren.  

 

 Just because a son has a birthright doesn’t mean it is absolutely guaranteed. He 

can squander such privilege with misbehavior, as, for example, Esau did. 

 

Hebrews 16:12 …Esau…for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. :17 … 

afterwards … he was rejected … though he sought it carefully with tears. 

 

Although a father might not be able to capriciously disinherit a son, the father can 

make a trusted servant an equal heir, thus, in effect, partially disinheriting his son. The 

natural son, therefore, has competition. And that’s probably a good thing, an incentive for 

natural sons to shape up and not take so much for granite.  

 

Proverbs 29:21 He that delicately bringeth up his servant from a child shall have 

him become his son at the length.  

 

There is the French saying, “noblese oblige,” which means the obligations of 

nobility. Birthright is privilege, not license. 

 

[4] SQUANDERING 

 

Proverbs 20:21 An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but the end 

thereof shall not be blessed 
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 Unearned money is seldom respected and is often squandered. This is not a matter 

of law, it’s just an observation of how things are.  

This is a warning to parents who are drafting a will or a trust. Parents need to be 

careful how they leave money to their children, especially reckless children. The kids 

might quickly squander their inheritance and enjoy no lasting benefit from it. To mitigate 

that, there are spendthrift trusts. If that’s of interest to you, ask your family law attorney. 


