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HONESTY 

Deuteronomy 25:13-15 

By Raymond White 

 

 The whole notion of honesty seems to be from a bygone era. Today, with chronic 

cheating in schools at every level, cheating in government, cheating in business and 

advertizing, cheating in the investment markets, cheating in marriages, cheating 

everywhere, I have to wonder, why should we even bother to defend honesty? It seems a 

dead issue.  

The number one answer is, of course, that honesty is something that God expects 

of us. The number two answer is that honesty is the right thing to do. And the number 

three answer is that sooner or later you get caught and one way or another you get 

punished. What goes around comes around.  

 Here then, for your reading pleasure, is what the Bible has to say about honesty. 

 

[1] FINDERS KEEPERS 

 

Deuteronomy 22:1 Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ox or his sheep go astray, and 

hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case bring them again unto thy brother. 

:2 And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou 

shalt bring it unto thine own house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek 

after it, and thou shalt restore it to him again. 

 

 If you find something that belongs to someone else, return it to him. “Finders 

Keepers” is not God’s way of doing things. Also, if you can’t return a found object 

because of distance or maybe you don’t even know whose it is, hold on to it for safe 

keeping until it can be returned.  

 

[2] BUSINESS 

 

Deuteronomy 25:13 Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, and great and 

a small. :14 Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a 

small. :15 But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just 

measure shalt thou have: that they days may be lengthened in the land which the 

LORD thy God giveth thee. 

 

Proverbs 11:1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his 

delight.  

 

Proverbs 16:11 A just weight and balance are the LORD’s: all the weights of the 

bag are his work.  

 

This is saying more than be honest, it is saying that honesty is from God. He 

created money, he created business, and he created honesty. 
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Proverbs 20:10 Divers weight, and divers measures, both of them are alike 

abomination to the LORD. :23 Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; 

and a false balance is not good. 

 

Ezekiel 45:10 Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath.  

 

An ephah was a dry measure (about 3/5 bushel) and a bath was a liquid measure 

(about 6 gallons).  

 

Amos 8:5 …making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the 

balances by deceit? :6 That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a 

pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?  

 

They were charging more money (shekel great) for less merchandise (ephah 

small). Buy people cheap and sell shoddy merchandise expensively. 

 

Micah 6:10 Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, 

and the scant measure that is abominable? :11 Shall I count them pure with the 

wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? :12 For the rich men 

thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken likes, and 

their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 

 

 There are many ways to cheat in business. Grocery markets might cheat with 

dishonest weights to rig the scales. Fabric stores might cheat with dishonest measuring 

sticks. Governments used to cheat by shaving (clipping) gold or silver off the edges of 

coins which is why coins today are reeded so you can see if it’s been shaved. 

 Honest businesses are places that draw customers. A reputation for honesty is not 

only good for businesses, but also for communities and the nation. Honesty keeps you in 

business. Crooks think they are getting away with something but what they don’t 

understand is word travels fast, and their customer base soon dwindles to nothing. 

 

[3] BORROWING 

 

Psalms 37:21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous 

sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

 

 To borrow implies a promise to return. But when a borrower never returns a 

borrowed object, then that amounts to stealing. 

 

Proverbs 11:3 The integrity of the upright shall guide them.  

 

[4] INTEGRITY 

 

 It is your integrity, or lack of it, that directs your daily decisions about everything. 

You don’t have to decide to do the honest thing, if integrity is your nature you will do the 

honest thing because you can’t do otherwise.  
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[5] CIVILIZATION 

 

Proverbs 11:11 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is 

overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.  

 

 Civilization prospers when its businesses operate on honesty. When crooks run 

business and government, the economy falls apart and so does the city. That’s why the 

SEC oversees investment markets, or is supposed to. 

 

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly 

are his delight. :23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge… 

 

[6] VEILED HONESTY 

 

 This might be construed as a contradiction. God loves honesty, but some truths 

are best unsaid. There is veiled honesty. For an extreme example, would you ever say to a 

woman, “You’re ugly”? And then defend yourself with, “But it’s the truth. I’m just being 

honest.” That’s not honesty, that’s viciousness cloaked as honesty. So it’s a double sin.  

 A woman asked her husband, “Do I look fat?” He replied, “Do I look stupid?”  

There is a place for common sense and good judgment. Some truths ought not to be said.  

 Jesus taught the people in parables. When asked why, he said so that only they 

who are seeking will find the truth. Jesus was not obliged to spill out all spiritual truth to 

all antagonists which would only incite even more hostility towards himself, and Jesus 

said as much ―  

 

Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 

before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again to rend you. 

 

 Was Jesus promoting dishonesty? No. But he was giving us permission to hold 

our peace in some situations. We don’t need to invite incoming hostility. Judicious 

selection of what we should and should not disseminate is allowed. As :23  says, a 

prudent man concealeth knowledge… That is permissible and is not dishonest. 

 

[7] CHILDREN 

 

Proverbs 20:11 Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, 

and whether it be right.  

 

 Integrity, or its lack, is conspicuous at even very early ages. It’s either there or 

not. It’s hard to learn. Wise employers know to higher integrity and train skills. It’s easier 

to find a skillful employee than an honest one. 

 

[8] CREATIVE DISHONESTY 

 

Habakkuk 2:6 …Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! 
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 There are many ways to acquire things that belong to other people. Robbing banks 

and stealing cars are only the least complicated. More complicated but just as evil is 

identity theft, internet fraud, telephone fraud, borrowing and not repaying, selling without 

disclosing material facts, embezzlement, shop lifting, and so on. 

 This verse speaks to all of that because it says nothing about how a charlatan 

transfers money from other people’s pockets to his own but only that he does. Whatever 

the means, it is evil and this verse pronounces a curse (“woe”) on all such. 

 

[9] CONSPICUOUS HONESTY 

 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

Romans 12:17 Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 

 

 Besides wanting to do the right thing anyway, a second reason to do the right 

thing is that people are watching. What you do reflects on Christ and Christianity. Be true 

to what Christianity is, live true to your claim. If you claim to represent Christ, then live 

accordingly. Be for real. And if others observe it, that’s a good thing. It may inspire them. 

 A father and son when to the movies. The child admission was six and under. The 

son was seven. The father asked for two adult tickets. The ticket vendor said, “Why don’t 

don’t you get a child’s ticket for your son? You’ll save money.” The father replied, 

“Because he’s seven.” The vendor replied, “But he looks six. No one will know.” The 

father replied, “He’ll know.” 

 

1 Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas 

they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they 

shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 

 Your honesty will shut the mouth of critics who judge Jesus Christ by your life. 

The point of honesty here is to actually be what you claim to be. Don’t assert to the world 

that you belong to Christ then be dishonest. That signals to everyone who knows you that 

Jesus is useless. Your behavior has to square with your testimony. 

 

[10] WHEN DISHONESTY BACKFIRES 

 

2 Samuel 1:10 So I [a young Amalekite]  stood upon him [Saul] and slew him, 

because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: and I took the 

crown that was upon his head, and the bracelete that was on his arm, and have 

brought them hither unto my lord [David] . :14 And David said unto him, How 

wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the LORD’s anointed? 

:15 And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. 

And he smote him that he died. :16 And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon 

thy head; for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD’s 

anointed. 
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 What this young Amalekite said to David was a lie. The truth is 1 Samuel 31:4 

Saul took a sword and fell upon it.  

 Why did this Amalekite lie and claim that he had himself killed Saul? Because he 

knew that Saul was David’s enemy and he hoped to ingratiate himself to David. Instead, 

his lie got him killed. He did not expect that although Saul was David’s enemy, David 

was not Saul’s enemy. David had high regard for Saul and reverenced him for what he 

was: the LORD’s anointed.  

 Since you can never be sure that a lie will improve your situation and it may make 

things worse, you might as well tell the truth and trust God. 

 

Exekiel 22:13 Behold therefore I have smitten mine hand at thy dishonest gain 

which thou hast made… 

 

 When people make money by dishonest means, God gets angry enough to want to 

strike them.  

 

[11] LIES IN THE BIBLE 

 

 It’s easy to say that lying is a sin. But in some situations, it seems that some 

tactical lying is the only reasonable and even moral thing to do. Would you not, for 

instance, tell a Nazi that there are no Jews hiding in your attic when in fact there are? 

That’s a lie. But what else can you do? Do you really want to argue that it’s a sin to save 

a life with a lie? I wouldn’t dare accuse one who is so bold to save a life.  

I’m not trying to justify or promote lying, but in all honesty, there does seem 

some situations that defy complete honesty. Here are some examples that the bible offers. 

 

[11.1] ABRAHAM 

 

Genesis 12:13 [Abraham to Sarai] Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may 

be well we me for thy sake … 

 

 This is the story of Abraham in Egypt. His wife is pretty and he’s worried that 

some Egyptians might kill him and take Sarai. Decades later, Abraham has absolute trust 

in God, but not now. He trusts his lie instead for protection.  

 As a result, Sarai is taken into a harem and God has to deliver her. Which is 

maybe part of Abraham’s learning experience, that if God is protecting you, you might as 

well tell the truth. 

 

[11.2] JACOB 

 

Genesis 27:19 And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy first born … 

 

 Jacob takes after his grandfather. This is a bold face lie calculated to steal 

something valuable: his brother’s birthright. But on the other hand, Esau sold it willingly. 

So, was Jacob wrong to lie to get what was his? Or was it his?  
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 Later there is a strange story about Jacob wrestling with God. And the bible offers 

no explanation what that contest was about. I have a guess. I think they were haggling 

over the legitimacy of Jacob stealing Esau’s birthright. I think Jacob was saying, “It’s 

mine! I bought it.” And God was saying, “No, it’s not yours. You stole it.” And how did 

it turn out? Jacob won. But God was a sore loser and crippled Jacob, but he let the deal 

stand. The birthright was Jacob’s to keep.  

 

[11.3] RAHAB 

 

Joshua 2:4 And the woman [Rahab] took the two men [Joshua’s spies] and hid 

them, and said thus [to their pursuers], There came men unto me, but I wist not 

whence they were. :5 And it came to pass about the time of the shutting of the 

gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: 

pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. :6 But she had brought 

them up to the roof of the house, and hid them … 

 

 Rahab told a bold faced lie. After hiding the spies safely, she told the Jericho 

soldiers, “They just left. Go quickly, you can catch them.”  

 So, was she a liar? I guess so. Would you have told the same lie under those 

conditions? I know I would have. Not only did she save the lives of the spies, she saved 

the lives of her entire family. Is that worth sacrificing a little integrity for? Well, when 

you’re in that situation, you’ll have to make that decision. 

 

[11.4] GIBEONITES 

 

Joshua 9:3 And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done 

unto Jericho and to Ai :4 They did work wilily :8 And Joshua said unto them, Who 

are ye? and from whence come ye? :9 And they said unto him From a very far 

country thy servants are come :11 We are your servants: therefore now make ye a 

league with us. 

 

 All of this was a lie. The Gibeonites were lying to save themselves from God’s 

wrath. They were on God’s hit list and they knew it. So they used this lie to extract a 

promise from Joshua that they would be spared. And because Joshua swore by the God of 

Israel, he was bound to honor it. Can you blame them?  

 

[11.5] JONATHAN 

 

1 Samuel 20:27 And Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh not the 

son of Jesse [David] to meat, neither yesterday, nor to day? :28 And Jonathan 

answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem. 

 

 This was a bold faced lie. David was hiding because Saul wanted to kill him, and 

Jonathan is covering for him. Are Jonathan and David guilty of sin because of this 

contrived deception? That would be a hard case to make. Doesn’t saving an innocent 

person’s life justify some deception?  
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[11.6] DAVID 

 

1 Samuel 21:2 And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath 

commanded me on a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing 

of the business… 

 

 Total lie. The king said no such thing. The king is trying to kill David and David 

is fleeing. Does that justify lying? ― and to a priest? You decide. 

 

[11.7] THE ANGEL 

 

1 Kings 22:23 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the 

mouth of all these thy prophets… 

 

2 Chronicles 18:19 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that 

he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, 

and another saying after that manner. :20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood 

before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And the LORD said unto him, 

Wherewith? :21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all 

his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also 

prevail: go out, and do even so. 

 

 Here’s the strangest lie in the bible. God instructs his angel to communicate lies to 

King Ahab through prophets so that Ahab will engage a battle that will get him killed. 

Does this make God a liar or just the angel? Well, it certainly means that if you’re an evil 

king like Ahab, that you can’t count on God to help you. 

 


