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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

Zechariah 7:3-9 

By Raymond White 

 

 At the end of each year we celebrate four holidays: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

and New Year’s. Some of us haggle over their validity and wonder if they are appropriate. 

Christians and Jews wince at Halloween. Many non-believers would like to get rid of Christmas 

altogether (and some Christians who think Christmas is too commercial). And native Americans 

are right to question Thanksgiving.  

 I am not challenging holidays, I enjoy them. But I do wonder if they deserve a bit more 

circumspection ― why do we celebrate them? I mean, as Christians, why do we have holidays? 

The rest of the world can do what it wants and I won’t object. But what about us? How should 

we Christians view the holidays? And I’m not talking about the worn out question, are they 

authentic? I don’t much care that Jesus wasn’t born in December, what I do care about is this: 

what do the holidays, what should the holidays, mean to us? 

 A good answer to that question came up twenty-five hundred years ago when the Jews 

returned to rebuild Jerusalem. A group of believing Jews went to Bethel to ask the prophet 

Zechariah one simple question: 

 

[1] THE INQUIRY 
 

Zechariah 7:3 Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done these 

so many years? 

 

 Let me rephrase the question. When the temple was destroyed, we wept and instituted a 

ritual fast to always remember in sorrow the temple’s loss. But now that we are rebuilding, why 

should we continue the fast? 

 Fair question. After all, who wants to fast? I’m hungry, let’s get home and eat.  And if 

there’s no reason for the fast, why bother? 

 God’s answer is stunning. He did not say yes or no but changed the subject to the real 

issue at hand. 

 

[2] THE INTENT 

Zechariah 7:5 When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh month, even those 

seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? :6 And when ye did eat (feast)… did 

not ye eat for yourselves? 

 God answered their question with a question. When you fasted or feasted, did you do it 

for me or for some other reason? 

[3] THE INSTRUCTION 

Zechariah 7:9 Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew 

mercy and compassions every man to his brother. [You might also read Isaiah 53:5-7] 
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 What God wants from our fasts and our feasts is more than self-service, he wants fairness 

in judgment and mercy. That’s what fasting and feasting are intended for.  

[4] THE ISSUE 

 Here’s the point: What validates a holiday, or a feast, or a fast is not its origin but it 

intent. When you feast or fast, are you doing it for God or just an excuse to have a party? God 

doesn’t much care whether you celebrate or not but is God in the celebration?  

 Okay, next question. Is God in our holidays? After all, they are called “holy-days,” right? 

Well, our holidays are what they are and I see no likelihood of them changing. But here’s is what 

I wish they were: 

 

[5] THE PROBLEM: HALLOWEEN 
 

The day we commemorate dark things and death, the plight of mortality. That’s really 

where it begins, isn’t it? Like baptism ― Romans 6:3 Know ye not that so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? ― that sacred symbol of Christ’s death 

and of our own deaths as we reach for resurrection life. Jesus said, John 6:53 …you have no life 

in you.  

 You’re dead! Do you understand? That recognition is the place to start. When you reach 

that point in your understanding ― that you are fighting a losing battle with death, indeed you’ve 

already lost ― only then can you reach for eternal life offered by Jesus Christ.  

 Yes, Halloween is an appropriate holiday. It reminds us that we are dead and need new 

life from somewhere. I wish that’s how we used this holiday, as a day to fast and mourn the 

human condition. Watching vampire movies doesn’t quite do it. 

 

[6] THE PRAYER: THANKSGIVING 
 

Every prayer is two things: gratitude for what we have and petition for what don’t have.  

 Gratitude should be foremost on a Christian’s mind, but gratitude to who? Ziggy once 

said, “Happiness is seeing the sunrise and knowing who to thank.” It’s not enough to be grateful, 

we need to know who to be grateful to. “I thank God for…” ― fill in the blank with whatever 

suits you. Gratitude is an acknowledgment that all good things come from God. Halloween 

acknowledges bad things (how despairing life is) while Thanksgiving acknowledges good things 

(how wonderful life is).  

 But prayer is not just gratitude, it is also petition. That’s what the word “prayer” means, 

“I pray thee” means “I need a favor.” Thanksgiving is a day that we should be especially diligent 

in our pleading with God, like the Jewish Day of Atonement. Why? Because it is that day we are 

especially diligent in thanking him. We thank him for our country, for our food, for all good 

things. So why not take that opportunity to ask? That’s what the day should mean to us.  

 While I’m on the subject, why should we pray at all? Why should we ask God for favors? 

Because it works! And it works better than we imagine. Ephesians 3:20 Now unto him that is 

able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think… Well, that’s good because I can 

ask for a lot! Whatever I want, whatever I think I need, God is saying, “You don’t have your 

sights high enough. I’ll do better for you than you can imagine.” How about eternal life? Can 
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you even imagine what that means? I can’t. Sometimes I think I can, but not really. But whatever 

it is, it’s top on my list of things to ask God for.  

 I imagine a story where a genie offers a man a single wish, and I imagine that man is me. 

What would I wish for? That’s a thorny question, knowing how wishes bend and twist and 

sometimes come back to bite you. The problem is I don’t know the final consequence of any 

wish, and this may be a genie with a dark sense of humor. So, genie, after having given this 

much thought, here is my wish: I wish for God’s best blessing, whatever that is. I don’t want to 

fret about it any more so I’ll just leave it to God. How could anyone do better than that? 

 

[7] THE PROVISION: CHRISTMAS 
 

God answers, deliverance comes, Emmanual, “God with us,” the long awaited Christmas 

present from God. Jesus Christ is the answer to everything, the man who beat death at its own 

game then offers immortality and eternal life to us. John 3:16 God so loved the world that he 

gave his only begotten son… ‘nuff said. 

 

[8] THE PRODUCT: NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

The result of all that Christ did is that we are now reborn. John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 

shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. What would you like next 

year? How about a new life? Want to make a new year’s resolution? How about this? Resolve: A 

new life in God. It’s available. Just take it. 

 Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 


