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Psalms 69:6 Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for 

my sake: let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

 

 In other words: God, don’t blame others for my failings. It’s bad enough that I 

sinned, and worse that I must be punished, but it would be far worse that others should be 

punished because of me. That’s the meaning of this prayer of David’s. 

 Applications are many. An adulterous man seduces a married woman and so her 

husband and their children are scared with a lifetime of consequences. A general 

recklessly deploys his troops and gets them all killed. A stockbroker makes bad 

recommendations and losses his client’s money. A drunk driver kills a family with 

children but he himself survives. 

  There are countless ways where the consequences of one person’s bad judgments 

become someone else’s pain. What makes sin so sinful is the price others have to pay 

 But this verse has more in view than just the consequences directed to victims. It 

also speaks to us about guilt by association. Innocent people are often made culpable by 

another’s misdeeds. A husband’s gambling addiction loses the house. The wife may plead 

with the bank, “But I am innocent. Why should I have to lose my house?” but her plea 

will fall on deaf ears. The house, hers and his, is gone. In World War II Japan, American 

bombs killed as many Japanese children as Japanese combatants. Innocent casualties are 

called collateral damage, and is a particularly ugly way for innocent people to have to pay 

for the mis-deeds of others.  

 God’s judgments are no different. When they fall, they fall on the innocent with 

the guilty. We have no idea how many children died in the great flood. Or died in Sodom. 

Or how many Amorite children died from Israel’s invasion.  

 I do believe that guilty people are not only guilty for the suffering of their victims, 

but also for the suffering of those who are unable to get out of the way of the in-coming 

judgment. In the story of Jonah, there’s this little side drama. 

 

Jonah 1:10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast 

thou done this?  

 

 It was clear to everyone that Jonah was drawing God’s judgment like a lightening 

rod. The problem was that while God’s judgment targeted Jonah, the sailors were caught 

in the crossfire. They were about to die because of Jonah’s dispute with God.  

 Their deaths would have made Jonah’s sin doubly sinful so Jonah told them to 

throw him overboard. And they did. Why should they have to die as well? 

 Sometimes we need to act to save the innocent and stop protecting the guilty from 

the consequences of their own actions. When we try too hard to protect the guilty, very 

often our efforts costs innocent people their lives. That’s why, for example, child 

protection services often extracts endangered children from the homes of abusing parents. 

After all, why should a child have to pay for his or her parents transgressions? Perhaps 

one day, abortionists will finally understand that. 


