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WHO IS IN CHARGE? 

Daniel 4:7-37 

By Raymond White 

 

 Nebuchadnezzar was the king Babylon and the most powerful man in the world. He had 

conquered Nineveh and destroyed the mighty Assyrian empire (good riddance), he conquered 

Judah, he conquered Egypt, he was in control of everything and everyone, or so he thought. He 

was about to learn, the hard way, that he was not in control at all. 

 Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. Not the famous dream of the giant statue in Daniel 2, but a 

new dream. And, as before, there was only one man in his kingdom who could understand its 

meaning: the Jewish prophet, Daniel. 

 

Daniel 4:7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Caldeans, and the 

soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto me the 

interpretation thereof. :8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was 

Belteshazzar, according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 

gods: and before him I told the dream saying, 

 

 And the king told Daniel the dream, which was of a great tree which housed birds and fed 

animals. But then angels, “watchers,” cut the tree down leaving only the stump. 

 And Daniel gave his interpretation, prefacing it with a warning. 

 

Daniel 4:17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of 

the holy ones; to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the 

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of 

me. 

 

 In other words, Nebuchadnezzar, you think you’re in charge, but you’re not. God is. You 

are king but only because God set you up as king.  

 

Daniel 4:24 This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, 

which is come upon my lord the king. :25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy 

dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as 

oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over 

thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 

whomsoever he will. :26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree 

roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the 

heavens do rule. 

 

 This was an impossible sequence of events that Daniel was prophesying. That the king 

would lose his mind, act like and behave like an animal, live with the animals for seven years, 

and then suddenly get well and be restored to his throne.  

 And what should the king do in the face of such a calamity?  
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Daniel 4:27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy 

sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a 

lengthening of thy tranquility. 

 

 In other words, king, repent. Become a fair and just king, and maybe God will spare you. 

Well, Nebuchadnezzar didn’t like the prophecy and he had no intention of repenting. 

 

Daniel 4:30 The king spake, and said Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the 

house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 

 

 And so it happened. The judgment of God that Daniel predicted fell on the king. It fell 

suddenly and immediately.  

 

Daniel 4:31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 

saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 

:33 The same house was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar… 

 

 But that’s not the end of the story. Seven years later, just as Daniel had said, the king 

came to his senses and was restored to his kingdom. 

 

Daniel 4:34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 

heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most high, and I 

praised and honoured him that liveth fore ever, whose dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation; :35 And all the inhabitants 

of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of 

heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth;\: and none can stay his hand, or say unto 

him, What doest thou? :36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the 

glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counselors 

and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent 

majesty was added unto me. :37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the 

King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in 

pride he is able to abase. 

 

 The lesson in all this for king Nebuchadnezzar and for us is this: Kings come and go. 

Don’t get so concerned about who is leading the country, or who the latest billionaires are, or 

who the latest celebrities are. God is in charge of all that. He sets up who he wants to set up and 

brings down who he wants to bring down. What does matter is that you live the godly life that 

God wants you to live. 

  

  


