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GOD’S INTEGRITY 

By Raymond White 

 

 Is God honest? Does he keep his word or not?  

 That’s a fair question. All our hope for the future, any future rests entirely on 

God’s assertion that he keeps his word.  

 This is not trivial since God has at times displayed a fearful temper. He destroyed 

the world by flood, and Sodom by fire, and he could do either again. Or he could just let 

things take their natural course ― the earth gets heavier as it travels through the solar 

wind, and collects solar plasma, and sooner or later the earth will be so heavy that it will 

fall out of orbit and crash into the sun. Now that will be a scary day. Planet earth is a 

dangerous place with little hope of salvation. 

 So, why should we hope for any future at all? Because God has promised it to us. 

 But why should we believe him ― his integrity or his power ― to deliver on his 

grand promises? That is the critical question of the Bible. 

 

[1] THE PROMISE 

 

 It all hinges on Abraham who once-upon-a-time extracted a promise from God. 

Then the Bible essentially became the story of God fulfilling his promises to Abraham. 

So the question becomes, is God willing or even able to keep his promises to Abraham?  

 Then Moses arrived. And with Moses, things looked hopeful. It began to look like 

God would indeed keep his promises to Abraham because of Moses. And if God would 

keep his promises to Abraham, then maybe he would keep his promises to the world. 

Indeed, God’s promises to the world were inseparably linked to his promises to Abraham. 

 

Genesis 12:3 … and in thee [Abraham] shall all the families of the earth be 

blessed. 

 

By fulfilling his promises to Israel, God would be fulfilling of his promises to the 

world. So it’s of great interest to us to see how God goes about doing that. 

 

[2] MOSES AND GOD 

 

There was a moment when God got really mad as Israel and was ready to 

annihilate them and start over. But Moses reminded God of his promise. 

 

Numbers 14:12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will 

make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they. :13 And Moses said unto 

the LORD, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, :14 And they will tell it to the 

inhabitants of this land :16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this people 

into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the 

wilderness. 
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 Moses was holding God to his promise, and pointing out to God that if he didn’t 

keep his promise, the nations of the world would know it and God’s honor would be 

tarnished. 

 How did God respond to that?  

 

Numbers 14:20 And the LORD said, I have pardoned according to thy word. 

 

 So Moses won this little go-around with God, and God kept his word. But he 

almost didn’t, and he did so reluctantly.   

 And so God’s integrity became the hope and expectation of Israel through all the 

centuries that followed. 

 

1 Kings 8:23 And [Solomon] said, LORD God of Israel, there is no God like thee, 

in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy 

servants that walk before thee with all their heart. 

 

 God keeps his word with those who walk with him.  

But does God keep his word with those who don’t walk with him? That’s a fair 

question. Here’s the answer. 

 

Isaiah 50:1 Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, 

whom I have put away? Or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? 

Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is 

your mother put away. :2 … Is my hand shortened at all, that cannot redeem? Or 

have I no power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the 

rivers a wilderness … 

 

 Here is what God is saying: Did I divorce your mother? Have I sold you into 

slavery? No. I have not divorced your mother and I have not sold you into slavery. But 

you have sold yourselves. But I will buy you back. Look. I can dry up the seas, why do 

you think I can’t buy you back?  

 In other words, whatever evil you have done, Israel, you are still mine. My 

covenant with you cannot be broken, I will not let you go. 

 Is this true of every backsliding Christian? Some Christians think so ― it’s just 

the nature of grace. But other Christians think not. But that issue is not the issue here, 

What is the issue here is that it was true of Israel for the same of the promise that God 

made to Abraham which was locked by an oath. 

 

[3] GOD’S ERRATIC BEHAVIOR 

 

 But to be thorough, let’s understand some things about the changing God. It 

would be an easy thing to just say, “Of course God has integrity. We should just believe 

him, that’s all there is to it.”  

 But that’s not all there is to it. God is his own man, and he leaves his options 

open. And we may not always be happy with the way he handles things. For instance: 
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1 Kings 22:23 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the 

mouth of all these thy prophets… 

 

2 Chronicles 18:19 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that 

he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake saying after this manner, 

and another saying after that manner. :20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood 

before the LORD, and said, I will entice him. And the LORD said unto him, 

Wherewith? :21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all 

his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also 

prevail: go out, and do even so. 

 

 God is giving the false prophets the lie that they will tell to King Ahab so that 

Ahab will engage an ill-fated battle and die.  

Doesn’t this fly in the face of God’s integrity? Not necessarily. God has a right to 

cause us to believe a lie just like we have a right to cause a trout to believe that a worm is 

safe to eat when in fact there’s a hook in it. 

And then there’s the fact that God really does change his mind.  

 

Genesis 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth … 

2 King 20:1 … thou [Hezekiah] shalt surely die … :6 I will add … fifteen years … 

1 Chronicles 21:15 … he repented of the evil, and said to the angel… it is enough 

Psalms 106:45 And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented … 

Jeremiah 15:6 I am weary with repenting 

Jeremiah 18:8 I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 

 

 And so it goes. The idea that God says a thing and sticks by it no matter what, is a 

nice thought but it’s simply not true. The bible does not paint a picture that rosy.  

 But then how can we ever trust God?  

 That was the very question that Abraham wanted answered, and so he asked. 

 

Genesis 15:8 And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? 

 

 Was this a brash thing that Abraham asked of God? That’s not so important. What 

is important is that God responded well. 

 

[4] GOD TAKES AN OATH 

  

 Abraham wanted a guarantee from God, and he got it. Genesis 15:9-21 is the 

Abrahamic Covenant in which God took an oath. Further, God made that covenant not 

with Abraham but with himself. Since it was a promise that God made with God, it is 

impossible for God to ever break that oath. 

 The reason we trust God is not merely because he said so, but because he 

promised Abraham with an oath. We trust the oath. When God wants us to be certain that 

he will keep his word no matter what, he does what we do: he takes an oath. 
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Psalms 89:34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of 

my lips. :35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. 

 

Psalms 105:8 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he 

commanded to a thousand generations. :9 Which covenant he made with 

Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac; :10 And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a 

law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant. 

 

Psalms 110:4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for 

ever after the order of Melchizedek. 

 

 How do we know we can trust God to keep his word? When God takes an oath, 

then you can be certain that he will keep his word.  

God has at times taken oaths ― to Abraham, to David, to Messiah, and to the 

nation of Israel. Once taken, an oath binds even God.  

But that’s them. What about us? And that takes us right back to the beginning.  

 

Genesis 12:3 … and in thee [Abraham] shall all the families of the earth be 

blessed. 

 

 This is a wonderful thing. God made a promise to Abraham that he cannot break, 

and the rest of us, all the families of the earth, get in on it. How does that happen? It 

happens because of two more oaths that God took, one to David and one to Christ.  

 That’s three oaths. What more security than that could we possibly want? 


