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GOD’S CONNECTION TO EVIL 

Amos 3:6 

By Raymond White 

 

 We so want God to be kind and loving that we reject out of hand that God can 

ever do anything evil. We want God to be “good” and the devil to be “evil” and never the 

twain shall meet. 

 It would be nice if the Bible was so accommodating, but it’s not. And since I’m 

unwilling to remove the offending verses from my Bible, I guess we’ll just have to take 

them as they come, and accept God as he is because there is no other.  

 Read the verses, bristle a little if you must, then I’ll add some thoughts at the end. 

 

Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he [Job] hath is in thy 

power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand.  

 

 It is God, and not Satan, that initiates all of the evil that is about to fall on Job. 

God and Satan are in cahoots. Satan even has an open invitation to visit God and that’s 

really baffling.  

 

Job 2:10 But he [Job] said unto her [his wife], Thou speakest as one of the foolish 

women speaketh. What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we 

not receive evil? 

 

 Job has no theological problem with the idea that God can dispense evil as well as 

good. But his wife has a definite problem with it. 

 

Proverbs 16:4 The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked 

for the day of evil.  

 

 Can we be sure that God is not complicit in the evil that men do? Frankly, I’d 

rather believe that God is behind it all and in charge, good and bad, than to believe that he 

is hiding in the wings helpless as evil runs amok. It’s like an ill behaving child who 

would rather be spanked by a parent who from love is acting in the child’s best interest, 

rather than beat up by a school bully away from parental protection. Who would you 

rather be punished by? God who loves you, or Satan who hates you? Well then, stop 

complaining that sometimes you have to take grief from God. 

 

Ecclesiastes 6:2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour…yet 

God giveth him not power to eat thereof…it is an evil disease.  

 

 This author ascribes this “evil disease” to God. 

 

 We need to distinguish between sin and evil. It is sin that God cannot tolerate, not 

evil. A tidal wave kills a thousand people. Is that sin or evil? It is evil, but not sin. God 

could actually have caused the tidal wave, but he could never cause sin because sin 



 

2 

 

means “to miss the mark,” and that, God can never do; that is, he cannot fail in his 

purpose. But he certainly does do great harm.  

 

Isaiah 41:23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that 

ye are gods: yea, do good, or evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it 

together. 

 

 God demands that the false gods prove that they are gods. “Go on, show us your 

stuff,” he challenges. “Impress us.” He makes a valid point: they can do nothing. But my 

point is that evil is on the list of things that a true god might do. 

 

Isaiah 45:7 …I make peace, and create evil: I the LORD do all these things.  

 

 Don’t like a god who does evil? Well, then stay away from the true God and go 

find yourself a false god to worship. As for me, I think I’ll stick with the one true God, 

taking his good and his evil, as Job did. 

 

Jeremiah 1:14 …Out of the north and evil shall break forth upon all the 

inhabitants of the land. :15 For, lo, I will call…(etc.)  

 

 My point is that this great evil that is coming is God’s doing.  

 

Jeremiah 4:6 …I will bring evil from the north… 

 

Jeremiah 11:23 …I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth… 

 

Jeremiah 12:1 Righteous are thou, O LORD, when I plead with tee: yet let me talk 

with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? 

Wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously?  

 

 Jeremiah is confused and wants an explanation from God. Why do wicked people 

get away with it?  

 

Jeremiah 18:8 …I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.  

 

 God calls his own action evil. 

 

Jeremiah 18:11 …I frame evil against you… 

  

Jeremiah 19:3 …I will bring evil upon this place… 

 

Jeremiah 19:15 …I will bring…all the evil that I have pronounced… 

 

Jeremiah 21:10 For I have set my face against this city for evil… 

\ 

Jeremiah 23:12 …I will bring evil upon them. 
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Jeremiah 25:29 For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my 

name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for I will 

call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 

Jeremiah 26:3 If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, 

that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the 

evil of their doings. :13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and 

obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that 

he hath pronounced against you. 

 
    Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 

LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

  

 

 After all the evil that we force God to bring down on us, none of that is his will. 

What he really wants for us is peace, and he will bring it about. 

 

Jeremiah 36:3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I 

purpose to do unto them… 

 

Jeremiah 39:16 …Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 

bring my words upon this city for evil, and not for good… 

 

Jeremiah 42:10 …for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. 

 

Jeremiah 44:2 …Ye have seen all the evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem… 

 

Jeremiah 44:11 …I will set my face against you for evil… 

 

Jeremiah  44:27 Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for good… 

 

Jeremiah 44:39 …my words shall surely stand against you for evil: 

 

Jeremiah 45:5 …I will bring evil upon all flesh… 

 

Lamantations 3:38 Out of the mouth of the most High proceedeth not evil and 

good?  

 

Ezekiel 6:10 …I have not said in vain that I would do this evil unto them. 

 

Ezekiel 14:22 …ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought… 

 

Ezekeil 20:25 I gave them also statutes that were not good…:26 I polluted them. 

 

Daniel 9:12 And he hath confirmed his words…by bringing upon us a great 

evil…:14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon 

us… 
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Joel 2:13 …and repenteth him of the evil. 

 
    Amos 3:6 …shall there be evil in a city, and the LORD hath not done it?   

 

Amos 9:4 …I will set my eye on them for evil, and not for good.  

 

Micah 1:12 …but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem. 

 

Micah 2:3 … Behold, against this family do I devise an evil… 

 

Habakkuk 1:5 …I will work an work in your days which ye will not believe, 

though it be told you.  

 

Acts 7:6 And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange 

land…and entreat them evil four hundred years. 

 

 To understand God doing evil, we need to understand the difference between evil 

and sin. An action is sinful if it violates God’s will. An action is evil if it harms people. 

Since both are undesirable, we tend to equate them. The question really is this: Is it ever 

right to do harm? (Or, to be whimsical, is it ever good to do bad?) 

 A few examples will answer that question with a clear yes. 

 Is it ever right to cut someone with a knife? Clearly, cutting someone with a knife 

is always harmful. But that bad thing (cutting someone with a knife) is a good thing if 

that person has a cancer tumor that must come out, and the only way to get it out is by 

cutting that person with a knife. 

 Is it ever right to kill a person? If an assailant is about to kill your family, both 

God’s law and American civil law permit you to kill that assailant. Self defense is legal. 

In fact, if you will not kill that assailant, and your family dies because of your reluctance, 

then you have done a great evil. Also there are murderers on death row. And there are 

enemy soldiers. There are plenty of situations where killing a person is the only right 

thing to do, even though killing is harmful. That harm, that evil is the right thing. 

 So, what about God doing evil? Let me offer you this perspective: God needs to 

do evil from time to time to get done what needs to be done. I don’t need to give you 

examples, you know the examples. But how can we tolerate a God who does evil? Easy. 

Just the fact that you were allowed to be born at all and to enjoy this great blessing called 

life, is so wonderful, so loving a gift from God, that it far outweighs any evil that can 

possibly come your way from God. Being spanked is a small price to pay for the 

privilege of living with, being raised by, and being loved by a parent who actually cares 

for you. 

 Now, the next time you want to grumble against God, instead of doing that, thank 

him for life. 

 

Thank you, God, for this good life and forgive us if we do not love it enough. 

― Garrison Keillor 


