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GOD CREATED THE UNIVERSE AND SUSTAINS IT 

Genesis 1 

By Raymond White 

 

 The most common notion of God is, of course, as creator ― that he created 

everything: the world, the universe, and us in it. If he did, then the universe is said to be 

“anthropic”; that is, it was created willfully ― but not just willfully, but by a divine will 

similar enough to our own that we call it “anthropomorphic” or human-like. In other 

words, the discussion is not just was the universe created, but was it created by something 

or someone very much like ourselves. And that leaves many possibilities between those 

two extremes: not created versus created by a human-like being.. 

 And then there is the question: What does “create” mean? Does it mean “fiat” out 

of nothing, or “organize” as the Mormons claim, or something else? 

 And then there is polytheism. Is there just one God or are there many? And if 

many, then which of them created? One, some, or all of them?  

 And then there is also the notion of God as “sustainer”; that is, God not only 

created the universe but also keeps it going. That without the constant divine influence, 

the universe would disintegrate back into whatever it was before. 

 Ignoring all the arguments offered by scientists and philosophers and religionists, 

what exactly does the Bible say about the creator God? Let’s begin at the beginning. 

 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. :2 And the 

earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. :3 And God said, Let 

there be light: and there was light. 

 

 A neglected detail is that the word was really is became. So the earth became 

without form, and that might imply that it had a prior form which was destroyed. 

  That opens many possibilities, like for instance, dinosaurs. We know dinosaurs 

existed for millions of years. Then they were killed off supposedly by a giant meteor 

60,000,000 years ago. Since paleontology is undeniable, it would be nice if the Bible did 

not demand that we believe the absurd, like for instance that the world was created 6,000 

years ago. If the Bible turned out to be a step ahead of science, that would be nice. 

 

Genesis 1:10 And God called the dry land earth; and the gathering together of 

the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.  :11 And God said, let 

the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 

after its kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. :13 And the 

evening and the morning were the third day. :16 And God made two great lights; 

the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the 

stars also. :19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

 

 The third and forth days are problematic. In the third day the earth began to be 

like earth with oceans and plantlife. But the fourth day God created the sun and moon. 

 How can God create oceans without the sun? They would be frozen solid. How 
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can God create plant life including fruit trees without the sun? Plants can’t life without 

sunlight, to say nothing of heat. 

 Any attempt to reconcile this would be ludicrous, therefore I will try.  

 

Revelation 21:23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 

shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the lamb is the light thereof. 

 

 It is at least conceivable that the earth was created not in our solar system but 

somewhere else, and the light and heat were provided some other way by some strange 

physics unknown to us.  

 We do know that there are things we don’t understand; for instance, quasars. How 

can something so distant yet so small out-shine galaxies? There’s physics at work that we 

know nothing of. And, no, quasars are not explained by giant black holes. There’s 

something else going on. 

 The earth then may have been created elsewhere, and when it was ready, it was 

moved to this solar system. And one day, when it is ready to return, it will be moved 

back. 

 Ludicrous? Of course. But just because a notion is ludicrous doesn’t mean it isn’t 

true. Before Louie Pasteur proved he was right, his theory of microscopic bacteria 

causing illness (specifically anthrax) was ludicrous. The truth of a supposition is not 

determined by its reasonableness but by facts. Quantum mechanics is unreasonable, but it 

happens to be true. 

 And speaking of reasonableness, it is reasonable to imagine that one day we will 

move planets (for starters, maybe we’ll move Mars closer to Earth orbit by pelting Mars 

with asteroids). For God, moving earth to here would be all in a day’s work, specifically, 

the fourth day. 

 In Douglas Adams’s Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Adams tells us that Earth 

was created in a gigantic laboratory by a super advanced super capitalistic race that made 

and sold planets for profit. It was humorous, ludicrous, and certainly not meant to be 

taken seriously.  

 But I’m posing the question, why not? Maybe, just maybe, Moses was right.  

 

Genesis 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 

breathed life into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

 

 The Bible carefully separates the material world from the spiritual. God made 

man; that is, the body. Then put man’s spirit into that body.  

 This implies two things: [1] Man’s spirit came from elsewhere and had a prior 

existence. [2] Man’s spirit might not have been created; there is no mention of God 

creating man’s spirit.  

 

Nehemiah 9:6 Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the 

heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, 

the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of 

heaven worshippeth thee. 
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 Here we have the idea of a sustaining God, that he not only created the universe 

but also sustains it.  

 But what does that mean? Here are some possibilities: Maybe God is a divine glue 

that holds it all together. Or maybe he is a repairman who from time to time examines his 

handiwork to see if it needs servicing. Or maybe he’s a gas station attendant who keeps 

all the fuel tanks full.  

 That last one seems inviting now that we understand that the universe’s flying 

apart is accelerating, pushed by something cosmologists call dark energy. Maybe stuff is 

still coming into existence in huge amounts pushing everything else away faster and 

faster. Maybe the big bang was not a onetime event but is still on-going. Maybe the 

universe that we see is not the fire of existence but the tail-end smoke, and God is 

continually refueling it. Maybe. Or maybe not. 

 

Psalms 146:6 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: 

which keepeth truth for ever. 

 

 “Keepeth truth for ever” are interesting words. The truth is what is. Since God 

creates what is, he also creates truth. They (the universe and truth) are indistinguishable.  

 

Isaiah 37:16 …thou hast made heaven and earth. 

 

 The Bible authors only understood “up there” and “down here.” They of course 

had no concept of how vast “up there” really was and so they talked about heaven and 

earth as though they were peers. It was no more difficult for God to make heaven then to 

make earth. That posed no problems for them, but it certainly poses problems for us, now 

that we know what galaxies are, how far apart they are, and how many of them there 

might be. The bigger the universe gets, the harder it is to imagine one God who created it. 

 

Isaiah 42:5 Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and 

streatched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of 

it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 

therein. 

 

 The Bible always makes the distinction between stuff ― (matter and energy and 

other particles) ― and life, or spirit. Current scientific thought is that life is merely an 

attribute of stuff, a synergistic Cartesian product of stuff dancing around. When stuff 

dances a certain way, life results. 

 Science has achieved wonders, but has also made a few blunders. Its greatest 

blunder (in my opinion) is its off-hand presumption that life comes from stuff.  

 Life is not stuff. Life is, well, life, something wholly other than stuff. Life is as 

much different from stuff as space/time is different from stuff. No one argues that 

space/time and stuff are the same thing because they are so obviously different. 

Space/time is not stuff, its place, where stuff exists. Life is like that, different than stuff 

and different than space/time. Life is its own thing that just happens to intersect with 

stuff, as does space/time. 
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Isaiah 45:7 I form the light, and create darkness… 

 

 God created all the photons of the universe from the big bang onward. That’s a 

big job, but at least understandable. But how does God make darkness? By creating 

space/time? That’s an even bigger job. 

 

Isaiah 45:12 I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, 

have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded. 

 

 “Stretched out the heavens” sounds a lot like the Big Bang, that the vast universe 

is not steady state but did indeed begin at one place and got “stretched out” and is still 

being stretched, and faster. The Bible and science do not disagree, but the Bible is ahead 

of the game. 

 

Isaiah 45:18 For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that 

formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he 

formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there is none else.  

 

 Life on earth was not an afterthought, not an accident. The planet was engineered 

for the purpose of sustaining human life. We are not parasites on the planet, we are the 

purpose of the planet.  

 Now, suppose that it is not merely the earth that is in view here but the entire 

universe. I know the text doesn’t say that, but imagine it. Then “to be inhabited” means 

that the universe was created for us to inhabit. Carl Sagan often said that it is virtually 

certain that there are other inhabited planets. He may be right, he may be wrong. What is 

virtually certain that we have no idea. We don’t even know the rules of the game (the 

creating life game), so how can we calculate probabilities? Maybe there is life elsewhere, 

or maybe we are it and the universe is ours for the taking. Virgil wrote ( in Aenaid): 

”Imperium sine fine,” Empire without end. That may be the human destiny. We shall see. 

 

Isaiah 48:13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right 

hand hath spanned the heavens… 

 

 Not only did God create earth, he created whatever was needed to create the earth. 

Atoms perhaps? Are atoms the foundation of the earth? Or maybe the foundation is the 

sun’s gravity and the earth’s orbit. 

 

Jeremiah 10:12 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the 

world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 

 

Jeremiah 27:5 I have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the 

ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm… 

 

Jeremiah 31:35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, 

and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, with divideth 

the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts in his name. 
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Jeremiah 51:15 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the 

world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his understanding. 

 

Acts 4:24 …Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 

and all that in them is: 

 

Acts 14:15 …turn…unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the 

sea, and all things that are therein: 

 

 The Bible is adamant, the earth and the universe were created by a willful being 

that we call God. 

 

THE MORTAL CREATOR GOD 

 

 That a single will, God, might have created everything (we still don’t know what 

“everything” means) is astounding, but maybe true. But what is more astounding is that 

the Bible claims that that creator God was born and became a man. That is the story of 

the New Testament. 

 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God, and the 

word was God. :3 All things were made by him; and without him was nothing 

made that was made. :14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us… 

 

Colossians 1:16 For by him [Jesus] were all things created, that are in heaven, 

and that are in earth…all things were created by him and for him. 

 

Hebrews 1:2 Hath in these last time spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 

appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 

 

 The person Jesus Christ is the creator of the universe, and yet he is the Son of the 

Eternal Father. Can that be true? He proved it. He banished disease, stilled the storm, and 

defeated death. Anyone who is not God could not do that. How is all that possible? I 

don’t know. I have my thoughts and you have your. I’m not saying I understand it, I’m 

just saying I believe it. I also don’t understand quantum physics, but I believe it.  

 

THE MORTAL CREATOR GODS 

 

 And further there is this ― 

 

Roman 8:17 And if children, then heirs, joint-heirs with Christ… 

 

Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 

and he shall be my son. 
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 Oh, wow! So God created everything. But Jesus is in some sense that God 

(another discussion) who created everything. But he inherits everything and we inherit 

everything with him.  

 Wait a minute. Everything? Yes, everything. That means his creative powers too. 

So if you have everything that Christ has, and Christ is God, what does that make you? 

I’ll leave that to you as a homework assignment. 

 

MY ARGUMENT FOR GOD 

 

 Believers and non-believers argue endlessly about the existence or non-existence 

of the willful creator. The latest go-around seems to be the anthropic argument which is 

too involved to describe here.  

 But I have my own argument for God and it goes like this: Science believes it has 

discovered four forces in the universe. They are: gravity, the electro-magnetic force, the 

strong force, and the weak force.  

 I claim that there is one more force which is so conspicuous that it goes 

unnoticed. I call it “telcon-will” or the willful telekinetic force.  

 Now I know that telekinesis is the stuff of fiction and not science. But let me 

make my case.  

 The idea first came to me while I was watching a log burn in my fireplace and 

thought how nice fire is. Sufficient heat (around 451º Fahrenheit, close to Ray Bradbury’s 

book burning temperature) causes wood to burn, disintegrating it to ash, and throwing off 

more heat in the process. And how nice that is on a snowy day. 

 Then it occurred to me to ask, where did the heat come from in the first place? 

Well, not the heat itself, but the organization of atoms and molecules that stores energy, 

what caused that structure to form? What brought the atoms and molecules and energy 

together to form wood? Clearly it was the will of the growing tree that sucked those 

things together. Life brought those things together.  

 But why? Well, because the tree wanted to. That’s the old argument: what is life. 

 But how? Ah! That a new argument. How did the will of that tree exert enough 

force over the elements to drive them together to form a tree? 

 But wood does grow, and this is a violation of Newton’s law of Thermodynamics 

which states: “In all energy exchanges, if no energy enters or leaves the system, the 

potential energy of the state will always be less than the initial state.” In short, entropy 

happens. Energy is unavoidably lost. 

 Then how does wood grow? What force enables the will to draw stuff together? 

 Anyone who doubts the force of will ― (by force of will I mean actual force, not 

power of persuasion) ― should consider the weed that pushed its way up through my 

brand new asphalt driveway which cost me $3,000 to lay down! That weed had will, and 

that will had force.  

 But back to the tree: How does water flow from ground level to the top of a fifty 

foot tree? It’s not by pumping because atmospheric pressure will drive a column of water 

up 33.9 feet and that’s all. How does the water make the rest of the trip? I’m sure there is 

a mechanical answer to that question, but the mechanical answer not the whole answer. 

Whatever the tree does to mechanically get that water up there, or to bring atoms together 

to make wood, clearly will is behind it.  
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 Why does a fetus grow? Because it wants to. Why does sperm swim towards an 

egg? Because it wants to. Yes, but how? What is the connection, the bridge, between the 

will and the material universe?  

 Will moves things. I am keying on my computer to write this article. Why are my 

fingers moving? Because of muscles. Why muscles? Because of nerves. Why nerves? 

Because of the brain. Why the brain? Because of the soul. But there, the connection is 

lost. How does the soul cause a physical action in the brain? Clearly there is a force at 

work and a field that we do not understand and science does not even recognize. 

 Metaphysics and fiction writers recognize it and call it telekinesis. But telekinesis 

has a bad rap because science doesn’t observe it. But it is observed, and constantly. Wood 

grows. That’s the telkin-will at work and science has no excuse to ignore it. 

 Now, when the Bible says ― 

 

Genesis 1:3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

 

 ― that is not so absurd as it first sounds. Because if the telkin-will can cause 

anything to happen, and it does, that it can cause everything to happen. 

 And that brings us to the most basic philosophical question of all, which is this: 

Why should anything exist at all? And the answer may be as simple as: Because it wants 

to. And that, by golly, allows God. 


