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GOD CHANGES HIS MIND 

Jeremiah 15:6 

By Raymond White 

 

 We imagine God to be omniscient; that is, he knows everything. But if he knows 

everything, then how can he change his mind? Those two ideas are at odds with each 

other, for if God knows everything, then he would know that he will change his mind and 

would therefore have the different opinion so that he wouldn’t have to change his mind.  

 Contradictions not withstanding, if we believe the bible then we must believe that 

God changes his mind because the bible insists that he does. 

 

Genesis 6:6  And it repented the LORD  that he had made man on the earth, and it 

grieved him at his heart. 

 

 Whether creating man was a good thing or a bad thing, God soon regretted the 

project.  

 

2 Kings 20:1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah 

the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine 

house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. :4 And it came to pass, afore 

Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him 

, saying, :5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah… :6 I will add unto thy days fifteen 

years… :9 …the LORD will do the thing that he hath spoken… 

 

Isaiah 38:1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet 

the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine 

house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. :5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus 

saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 

thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 

 

 Not only did God change his mind (allowing Hezekiah to live after God had said 

he would die), God in a slight way denied it: After God’s change of heart, Isaiah says, 

“the LORD will do the thing that he hath spoke” which implies that God doesn’t change 

his mind. But God did just change his mind. So which of the two things that God spoke 

will God do? Apparently we must allow the two to be taken together, the composite (he 

will and he won’t) is what God will do. Sounds like quantum mechanics. 

 

1 Chronicles 21:15 And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as 

he was destroying, the LORD beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to 

the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the 

LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. 

 

 God gave David his choice of three penalties. David chose the three days of 

pestilence. But while God was following through with the carnage, he changed his mind 

and said, enough. 
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1 Chronicles 22:8 But the word of the LORD came to me [David], saying, Thou 

hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an 

house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my 

sight. :9 Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will 

give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, 

and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days. 

 

1 Chronicles 28:3 But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my 

name, because thou hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood. 

 

 But it was God, wasn’t it, who demanded that David be a warrior? So why did 

God take such a dim view of David’s soldiering? Maybe that’s the wrong way to see this. 

Maybe God isn’t punishing David for being an effective soldier ― David did exactly 

what God needed him to do: kill Israel’s enemies ― but now, destiny and God have an 

opportunity to change things, to steer the world away from war towards peace.  

 So David finds himself an expendable pawn in a divine game.  

 A true servant of God must understand that he is expendable. If you are truly on 

God’s team, he may ask you to fall on your sword. That’s what God appears to be doing 

here: “David, it’s been great, thanks for your service, thanks for killing Philistines, but 

now it’s time to pass the baton to your son Solomon to usher in an age of peace.”  

 And there is nowhere any hint that David objected. After all, David was always 

more interested in God’s glory than his own. 

 It’s not that God rejected David because of war (or he would have had to reject 

Moses and Joshua for the same reason), it’s that now, with the temple in view, times are 

changing. God now has an opportunity to be a God of peace and move past all that war 

and killing. For that to happen, David the warrior had to step aside. 

 And times were changing ― from the very hard, very brutal ages of kill, kill, kill, 

to the beginnings of a more enlightened age where people at least want to get along with 

their neighbors, for self-preservation if for no other reason. And shouldn’t the God of 

Israel follow suit? ― take advantage of the changing times? It’s what he has been 

working towards all along, isn’t it? I sure hope so. 

 

2 Chronicles 33:8 Neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel from out of 

the land which I have appointed for your fathers.  

 

 That’s an unconditional statement. God says, I will never take you out of the land. 

But he did just that. 

 

Psalms 90:13 Return, O LORD, how long? And let it repent thee concerning thy 

servants.  

 

 Not only does God change his mind, and we hope he does, we ask him to change 

his mind. “Please God, change your mind,” is the prayer of the psalmist.  

 

Psalms 106:44 Nevertheless he regarded their affliction, when he heard their cry: 

:45 And he remembered for them his covenant, and repented… 
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Psalms 135:14 …he will repent himself concerning his servants. 

 
    Jeremiah 15:6 Thou hast forsake me, saith the LORD, thou art gone 

backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, and destroy 

thee; I am weary with repenting.  

  

 

 Not only does God change his mind, but he changes his mind a lot. God has 

changed his mind so many times that he is tired of it.  

 

Jeremiah 18:8 …I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.  

 

 God had earlier said that judgment cannot be avoided, for example 16:5 don’t 

even pray for them. But here God changes his mind and says judgment can be avoided. 

So even though God hasn’t changed his mind to stop the judgment, he has changed his 

mind to at least allow the possibility.  

 

Jeremiah 26:3 If so be they will hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, 

that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them because of the 

evil of their doings. :13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and 

obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that 

he hath pronounced against you.  

 

Jeremiah 27:12 I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to all these 

words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve 

him and his people, and live.  

 

 God is not even asking them to repent, but just to accept the coming power. What 

happened to all the “you’re doomed no matter what”? 

 

Jeremiah 42:10 …for I repent me of the evil that I have done unto you. 
 

Jeremiah 44:27 …all the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed 

by the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them.:28 Yet a small number that 

escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah… 

 

 God not only changes his mind, sometimes he does so very quickly, almost in the 

same sentence. In :27, all the men shall die. In :28, not all the men shall die.  

 

Ezekiel 4:12 And thou shalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou shalt bake it with 

dung that cometh out of man, in their sight.:14 Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! 

Behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even till now have I 

not eaten of that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces; neither came there 

abominable flesh into my mouth.:15 Then he said unto me, Lo, I have given thee 

cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt prepare thy bread therewith.  
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 God, this is really asking a lot of Ezekiel, to eat bread that was cook with human 

dung, and Ezekiel protests: “God, I’m a strict clean eater. Why would you make me 

violate my own covenant with you?” So God changed his mind. “Okay, you can use cow 

dung instead of human dung.” So God changed his mind and allowed a substitution, 

which is interesting in that God makes his point with an extreme demand, then allows us 

to satisfy that demand with a substitution. Sounds like Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac and 

the substitute ram. Or God offering Christ for a sacrifice in our place. 

 

Hosea 11:8 …mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. 

 

Joel 2:13 …and repenteth him of the evil. :14 Who knoweth if he will return and 

repent…? 

 

Amos 7:6 The LORD repented of this… 

 

Jonah 3:4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, 

and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. :10 And God saw their 

works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he 

had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 4:2 …and repentest thee 

of the evil. 

 

 God’s change of mind in the story of Jonah is striking because it is so abrupt. 

God’s declaration is, “I will destroy you,” not “I will destroy you unless you repent.” His 

declaration is unconditional, yet he changed his mind and did not follow through. Jonah 

notices the contradiction and throws it up to God, and God has to explain himself to 

Jonah, “Why shouldn’t I save them? There’s a lot of people there and they repented.” 

 

Romans 9:26 And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto 

them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living 

God. 

 

 First, they were God’s people. Then they weren’t God’s people. Then they were 

God’s people. God can’t seem to make up his mind. 

 

GOD DOES NOT CHANGE HIS MIND 

 

 From the verses above, you can see that God frequently allows himself to change 

his mind on the condition that men repent, and sometimes on no condition at all.  

 But in contrast, there are also verses where God specifically say he will not 

change his mind no matter what, that his judgment decreed is unalterable, final, rigid, 

without any possibility of him changing his mind.  

 What I find interesting about such verses is his apparent need to say so; that in 

some particular cases, he absolutely will not change his mind.  

 You’d think that it would be a given, that what he says is fixed. But the many 

verses throughout the Bible seem to say the exact opposite: that unless he specifically 
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says “it’s too late to repent, your doom is sealed,” then your doom is not sealed and there 

is the possibility, upon repentance, that God will change his mind, as, for instance ―  

 

Joel 2:13 Who knoweth…? 

 

 Those verses where God specifically states that he will not change his mind imply 

that if he hadn’t specifically said that he wouldn’t change his mind, then he might be 

persuaded to change his mind. 

 This doesn’t fault his integrity, but it does make him seem more like a human 

inventor who tries an idea, and it that doesn’t work, tries something else.  

 But when he digs in his heels, particularly if he takes an oath, basically signs a 

contract with his name, that’s the end of mind changing. 

 

Ezekiel 24:14 I the LORD have spoken it: it shall come to pass, and I will do it; I 

will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent… 

 

Amos 1:3 …I will not turn away the punishment thereof… 

 

 Doom is certain. It’s like an exasperated parent who, after multiple demands, 

finally lunges at her disobedient child screaming hysterically, “I’ve had it. Now you get a 

spanking.” And although the child sees the incoming and pleads, “Okay, I’ll do what you 

want,” sorry, kid, it’s too late. The child pushed the parent past the point of no-return and 

the spanking can no longer be avoided.  

 That’s God and Israel ― sometimes. But not always. 

 But now here is a really important promise that God absolutely will not back 

down on. 

 

Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.  

 

 God won’t change his mind about this. The Jews are elect and that’s that. Not 

everything that God says is so concrete, but some things are. 


