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FRIENDSHIP 

Proverbs 

By Raymond White 

 

 Friendship and love are cousin virtues. While not quite the same thing, they do 

share certain qualities, mostly the quality of caring for another’s well being. 

 I am not quite sure where friendship leaves off and love begins. They may in fact 

overlap and entangle. When you love someone, you may consider that you are that 

person’s friend as well, but that’s not always the case. Some lovers are enemies. “I love 

you but I hate you” is an odd but often true relationship.  

 On the other side of that coin, just because two people are friends does not mean 

by any stretch that they also love each other. I have friends that I would never claim to 

love. To say such a thing as “I love you” to certain friends would be worse than an 

exaggeration, it might be an uncomfortable presumption with an unclear meaning.  

 Love is delicate and must never be presumed. But friendship is not delicate and 

can very often be presumed.  

 So, love and friendship are alike in some ways and different in some ways. One 

way that love and friendship are the same is that they are both behaviors, not feelings. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4 Love suffereth long, and is kind :5 envieth not…[etc.]  

 

 Nowhere does this text say “love feels…” It instead says, “love does…” The 

measure of love and the measure of friendship is not how one person feels towards the 

other but how one person treats the other. The adage, “what you do speaks so loudly that 

I can’t hear you,” describes precisely this nature of both love and friendship. To claim to 

love someone or even be friends with someone and yet treat that person badly is pretense. 

 Jesus described love at its extreme.  

 

John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friend. 

 

 Here he mingles together the two notions of love and friendship. Love is doing 

loving things. Friendship is doing friendly things. And extreme love and extreme 

friendship are manifested only by extreme sacrifice, sometimes dying.  

 Now let’s explore the Bible and see what else we can learn about friendship. 

 

[1] ADVICE 

 

Proverbs 15:22 Without counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude 

of counselors they are established.  

 

 One thing friends are really good for is they give good advice, and without that 

good advice, what we are trying to do may fail. When you are seeking advice from 

counselors, you’d better hope that they are trusted friends, people who actually care for 

your well being. We often receive advice from counselors who are not our friends but 

pretend to be. Good examples are salesmen and politicians.  
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[2] ESTEEM 

 

Proverbs 16:24 Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and 

health to the bones.  

 

 Another thing that friends are good for is they say things that make us feel good 

about ourselves. There are times, especially after a failure, when what we need more than 

just about anything else is a convincing compliment from a true friend, someone who will 

tell you that you’re okay and convince you that it’s true. 

 

[3] ADVERSITY 

 

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 

 

 You’ve heard of a fair-weather-friend; that is, a friend who is friendly in good 

times but not in bad. Here’s a saying: “A true friend is one you can call at 3:00 A.M.” 

 

[4] RECIPROCATION 

 

Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly…  

 

 Friendship must reciprocate with true friendly behavior or you’ll soon be 

friendless. Do not be so smug in your popularity that you presume on other people’s 

friendships. This is a problem that celebrities have a lot ― everyone treats them so 

friendly that they think they are wonderful and don’t need to reciprocate that friendship. 

There are words that describe such people. One of them is “jerk.” 

 

[5] AVAILABILITY 

 

Proverbs 27:10 …better is a neighbour that is near than a brother far off. 

 

 A characteristic of friendship is availability. If your best friend is never around 

but a lesser friend is, then maybe your lesser friend is really your better friend.  

 

[6] EXAMPLES 

 

Philippians 2:25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus…:27 

For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on 

him only, but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorry. 

 

 Had Epaphroditus died, Paul would have missed him greatly. Paul’s sorrow 

would not have been for Epaphroditus’ sake, but for his own sake. The personal loss 

would have been hard to bare. A sign of true friendship is genuinely missing your friend 

when he is gone.  
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James 2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, 

and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of 

God. 

 

 Of all the friends you might have, wouldn’t be nice to be God’s friend? That God 

is our friend is clear enough. But are we his friend? What have you done for him lately? 

 

1 Samuel 18:1 And it came to pass, when he had made an end of speaking unto 

Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved 

him as his own soul.  

 

 Jonathan never resented David’s destiny to become king, and David never sought 

to take the kingdom from Saul’s family. That David was destined to be the future king 

was God’s doing, not David’s, and however things turned out, these two were friends for 

life. They would have willing died for each other. 

 

John 11:16 Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow disciples, 

Let us also go, that we may die with him. 

 

 Jesus was about to place himself in harm’s way ― again. It would be easy to say, 

“If you’re going back to Jerusalem, you’re going alone.” But self-preservation was not on 

Thomas’s mind. For better or worse, he wanted only to be with Jesus. That’s friendship. 

 

[7] LIMITS ON FRIENDSHIP 

 

 There’s no law that says you have to be friends with every jerk that comes your 

way. Some people who want to be your “friend” you’d be wise to avoid. 

 

Proverbs 22:10 Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and 

reproach shall cease. 

 

 Someone who is always critical, always scorning, always dragging you down with 

his special brand of pessimism, you don’t have to keep that person in your circle of 

friends. 

 

Proverbs 22:24 Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man 

thou shalt not go. :25 Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. 

 

 Keep your distance from angry people and criminal types. Not only because their 

temperament makes for an unhappy environment (and why should you be unhappy) but 

also because their temperament will rub off on you. You will become what they are, and 

that, you don’t need. 

 

[8] HARSH FRIENDSHIP 

 

Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend… 
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 The point of the verse is first, you can trust what your friend says, and second, 

you can trust that he will say what you need to hear even if you don’t want to hear it. 

 A true friend is one who is more interested in your well being than he is even in 

the friendship itself. He may say something that you don’t want to hear but that you need 

to hear, like for example: “Your fly is open.” Or for a harsher example which might cost 

him your friendship: “Your spouse is cheating on you.” Neither would likely be reported 

to you by a non-friend. 

 Jesus did that a lot. He told people that they needed to repent. That was a very 

unpopular message that ultimately cost him his life. But he had to say it because it was 

the truth and he was the best friend the world ever had. 

 

[9] SWEET FRIENDSHIP 

 

 Proverbs 27:9 Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: so doth the sweetness of a 

man’s friend by hearty counsel. 

 

 Besides the good things that friends do for you, they’re just nice to have around. 


