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A GOOD DREAM 

Genesis 37-50 

By Raymond White 

 

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish. 

 

 Joseph was a man of vision. It wasn’t his doing, he didn’t create his dreams, they weren’t 

goals that he wrote on sticky notes and posted on the refrigerator. God gave him his dreams. But 

Joseph paid attention, believed them, and his dreams were the heart and soul of his life. 

 His brothers didn’t like him much. Truth be told, Joseph was a tattle-tale. 

 

Genesis 37:2 …and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. 

 

 Plus the fact that dad liked him best. 

 

Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children… 

 

 Plus the fact that he liked to brag. 

 

Genesis 37:5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren… :6 And he said 

unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed. :9 And he dreamed yet 

another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; 

and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 

 

 All of that made them hate him, really hate him, enough to kill him. But their collective 

conscience wouldn’t go that far so they sold him as a slave bound for Egypt. 

 But Joseph’s dreams were wonderful dreams. We should all have such dreams. 

 The problem with his dreams though, is that God neglected to mention slavery and prison 

and a broken hearted father. If Joseph had seen all that, he might have shut up about his dreams. 

God skipped the bad parts, the nightmares, and showed Joseph only the good parts. God looked 

at this young, spoiled kid who had an attitude, and God gave him a good dream. 

 You should focus on your dream, the vision for life that God gives you. It will get you 

through the tough times. So often God gives people a dream for their life and they think, “Great. 

I’ll do that.” But then stuff happens that they think is too hard, like studying to get through 

college, like staying virtuous so that they can have a marriage that actually works. It’s sad when 

people wimp out and kill their own dream because of weakness before their dream even has a 

chance to breath.  

 Joseph didn’t wimp out. He could have. He could have given in to Potiphar’s wife, had 

sex with her, and lived a lie. He could have kept his job as number two man in Potiphar’s house. 

Of course he would have remained a slave, and he would have been a liar, an adulterer, and a 

betrayer of his friend. He would have missed out on his dream entirely and been much less than 

the man that God intended him to be.  

But Joseph chose the better way. He chose integrity, purity, and, unfortunately, prison. 

 Why did Joseph do that? How could he fulfill his dream in prison? That wasn’t Joseph’s 

concern. Prison or not prison, he had to do what was right. That’s the only to your dreams.  
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Jude 11 Keep yourselves in the love of God. 

 

 That was Joseph’s concern, to remain in God’s love no matter what. Obey. God will 

handle the dream.  

 Then finally, many years later, Joseph’s dream was realized. He was second in command 

over Egypt, he saved Egypt from mass starvation due to famine, and he even saved his own 

family, those brothers who had sold him into slavery. 

 Later, when their father Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers feared that Joseph would finally 

take his revenge on them. Nothing could have been further from his mind. Instead, reflecting 

back on all that had happened, he said this to them ― 

 

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto good. 

 

 Now that’s a good attitude. Trust God, believe the dream that he gives you, and if you 

live for it and live right, your dream will happen. 

 

Romans 8:28 all things work together for the good to them that love God. 

 


