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DOMINION 

Genesis 1:26-28 

By Raymond White 

 

 When God created us he gave us dominion over planet earth and everything that 

lives on it. This is clear not only from the bible but also from our common sense 

experience of just being here as the only intelligent beings who can willfully alter our 

environment. For better or worse, God put us in charge. 

 

Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth. :28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be 

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 

that moveth upon the earth. 

 

 God loves people. But he loves other things too. Some people say we are 

destroying our planet with too much pollution, or too much logging, or too much fishing. 

Maybe that’s true. Or maybe, as others say, there are more trees in North America today 

that there were 500 years ago when Columbus arrived. 

Whichever is true, caring for the earth does deserve our attention, if for no other 

reason than God asked us to “replenish” the earth, and I’m pretty sure that means more 

than just with our children.  

The Bible has much to say about how we ought to use and not to abuse our planet. 

Here is a list of instructions from God, a sort of owner’s manual if you will. 

 

[1] TREES 

 

Deuteronomy 20:19 When thou shalt besiege a city a long time, in making war 

against it to take it, thou shalt not destroy the trees thereof by forcing an ax 

against them: for thou mayest eat of them, and thou shalt not cut them  down (for 

the tree of the field is man’s life) to employ them in the siege. :20 Only the trees 

which thou knowest that they be not trees for meat, thou shalt destroy and cut 

them down; and thou shalt build bulwarks against the city that maketh war with 

thee, until it be subdued.  

 

 God is saying, have your war if you must (people do that), but while you are 

destroying each other, don’t destroy the surrounding trees, particularly the fruit bearing 

trees. If you must cut down trees to make war, do not cut down the fruit trees. When your 

senseless war is over, somebody is going to live there, and they might as well have trees. 

When the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70, they cut down all the 

surrounding trees to crucify over a million Jews. Not only was that exceptionally harsh 

on the Jews, but it was hard on the trees, they never grew back. The surrounding terrain is 

today a rocky wasteland.  
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Fortunately though, the Jews today are planting trees. When my wife and I visited 

Israel in 1998, we planted two trees. I imagine they’re doing well. 

  When the Assyrians besieged the city of Lacish in Judea about 750 B.C., they cut 

down all the surrounding forest and threw them against the city walls and incinerated the 

city. The people died horribly and the trees died too.  

 

[2] BIRDS AND ANIMALS 

 

Deuteronomy 22:6 If a bird’s nest chance to be before thee in the way in any tree, 

or on the ground, whether they be young ones or eggs, and the dam sitting upon 

the young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt not take the dam with the young. 

 

 You want to eat the eggs or the baby birds? Go ahead, but leave the mommy bird 

alone. Now why is that? To show kindness to the mommy? Maybe. But more likely it’s 

just common sense, that is if you want eggs next year too. There is one thing you know 

about that mommy bird: she is fertile. Next year she will lay more eggs to replace the 

ones you took this year, and that is a good thing. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of 

the LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth. 

 

Revelation 5:13 Every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 

earth and such as are in the sea and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 

and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne. 

 

 Did you know that animals praise God? I can’t hear them but apparently God can, 

somehow. Maybe they love God more than we do. One thing for sure, we ought to keep 

them from extinction. 

 Some decades ago, the Maine lobster industry was dying; the waters were being 

fished out from over production. Well, the fishermen didn’t want to reduce their catch so 

they were in a dilemma. What they did was bring in some experts to advise them, and the 

experts came up with a great idea. The idea was to make a special effort to save the fertile 

females by saving them from the nets and throwing them back.  

 Good idea. But how do you do that? A female carrying eggs is clearly fertile. But 

what if that fertile female is caught when she is not carrying eggs, which is most of the 

time? Easy. When a female is caught who is carrying eggs, then  the fisherman will notch 

that lobster’s tail then throw her back. That way, when she is caught without visible eggs, 

the next fisherman knows she is fertile and throws her back. That suggestion worked, it 

saved Maine’s lobster industry, and is the reason there is an abundance of Maine lobster 

in your favorite seafood restaurant today. My wife loves lobster. Personally, I prefer crab.  

 In any case, this lobster story is a perfect example of good dominion.  

 

[3] LAND 

 

Leviticus 25:4 The seventh year shall be a Sabbath of rest unto the land, a 

Sabbath for the Lord: thou shalt neither sow thy field nor prune thy vineyard.  
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 Don’t over farm the land. Today, farmers are keenly aware of the consequences of 

that very costly mistake and do clever things like crop rotation. But back then, without all 

the science, the best thing to do was to leave the land fallow every seven years. Ancient 

Israel made a big mistake by not following this law. Not only did the land notice, but God 

noticed. For 490 years, Israel did not observe their seventh year Sabbath, so, 490 divided 

by 7 is 70 years that the land should have been left alone and it wasn’t. So God took 

drastic action to make that up.  

 

2 Chronicles 36:21 To fulfill the word of the Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah until 

the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths; for as long as she lay desolate she kept 

Sabbath, to fulfill three score and ten years.  

 

 Around 600 B.C., the Jews were taken captive by the Babylonians and removed 

from Judea. How long did Israel remain captive in foreign lands before they were 

allowed to return by the Persians? 70 years. Exactly the number of years the land should 

have been fallow and wasn’t. 

 

[4] PROBLEMS 

 

 If God owns the earth, and he does, then he’s like the stockholders (owners), and 

we’re like the employees he has hired to get a job done, to make the company work, to 

make planet earth a successful project. 

 How are we doing so far? Frankly, we’re not doing so good, and maybe God will 

fire us, and maybe soon.  

 If God did an employee evaluation on us, here is how it might look: 

 

 In 70 A.D., General Titus and his 10
th

 Roman Legion destroyed Jerusalem. The 

Romans crucified 1,100,000 Jews and cut down all the surrounding forest to make 

the crosses. Today, the Jews have returned. The forest never did. It is still a rocky 

wasteland. But they’re working on it. My wife and I planted four trees when we 

were there. 

 

 Around 700 B.C. Sargon II, that evil Assyrian king, destroyed Lachish by burning 

it to a crisp. Cruelly, he chopped down all the surrounding forests and threw the 

timber against the walls of the city and ignited it. The inhabitants were roasted 

alive. That was rough on the people. It was also rough on the forest. It never grew 

back. 

 

 Around 900 B.C. King Solomon built the temple of God. One of the materials he 

used were the “Cedars of Lebanon” courtesy of Hyrum, king of Tyre. Today, 

there are no Cedars of Lebanon. None. Did Solomon use them all up? No one 

knows, but someone sure squandered them. They’re gone now. 

 

 During the middle ages, the German villages cut down all their trees for firewood. 

All that’s left is the Black Forest, a modern reminder of what once was. 
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 The Italians cut down most of their forests, not for heat (Italy is warmer than 

Germany), but to extract salt from the Mediterranean Sea. Different motive, same 

result. No forest. 

 

 The people of Easter Island cut down all their trees, all their trees, every last one 

of them, to transport those stupid statutes from the quarry to the beaches. 

 

 Pleistocene man hunted the mammoths to extinction. 

 

 Native Americans hunted the giant sloths, the saber cats, and 90% of the large 

mammals of North America to extinction.  

 

 The Sahara Desert exists either because of nomadic goat herding, or so the experts 

tell us. Today the sands of the Sahara are traveling south at a rate of about 6 miles 

a year, and unless we can solve that problem, as early as the year 3000, the entire 

continent of Africa will be a dead, sandy wasteland. All those magnificent 

elephants, rhinos, hippos, lions, leopards, etc., etc., etc. that we try so hard to 

protect will no longer matter because they will all be dead and gone.  

 

 America has its own growing Sahara Desert to worry about. Approximately 40% 

of America’s crop and rangelands have already turned to desert. There is a 

solution but environmentalists will not believe it. The solution is: if we can’t 

restore the huge free ranging buffalo herds, then we need to replace them with 

huge free ranging cattle herds. It’s the large herd grazing patterns that create and 

sustain the savanna grasslands. 

 

 Over fishing along California coasts caused the collapse of sardine population and 

of the sardine industry in the 1950s.  

 

 But that’s a small thing compared to what modern fishing is doing today. We 

have reduced the population of salmon and all other market fishes in all oceans by 

85%. The populations are so low that the fishing industry is constantly looking for 

deeper waters and new oceans to kill. Consequently, we now drag the ocean 

bottoms. 90% of what we catch is not the target and is discarded. And we are 

destroying the reefs in the process.  

 

 All of this can hardly be called good stewardship. Adam once named the animals. 

He would surely look with horror upon what we, his children, are doing to the planet that 

he has left us. 

 

[5] SOLUTIONS 

 

 Should we go back and live as primitives? Hardly. Anyone who says we need to 

“get back to nature and live like the Indians” is a fool. There is only one way to go and 

that is forward. Ancient man destroyed the planet as thoroughly as we. The only 



 

5 

 

difference is that we have sped up the pace to the point that we now notice the carnage 

and so we are at least motivated to do something about it. 

 Some words of encouragement: It is true that we saved the whales in the 1970s. It 

is true that there are now more trees in North America than when Columbus arrived ― 

different trees, perhaps, but trees none-the-less and that’s progress. It is true that the 

dinosaurs had no chance of saving themselves (or anything else) from that meteor that hit 

them 60,000,000 years ago. And if there is another deadly meteor or any other planetary 

object on its way, no species has the ghost of a chance of doing anything about it, except 

man; specifically, modern man with modern technology.  

 Eventually the earth will fall into the sun, or fly away from the sun, or the sun will 

turn into a red giant and come get us. And if none of those, then there are a hundred other 

ways our planet could die. Sooner or later, one of them will get us. 

 Environmentalists who try so hard to save the status-quo need to understand that 

the status-quo is not good enough. The status-quo will kill us. Our God ordained destiny 

is not to maintain but to progress. To tread water is to drown. We are fast becoming what 

God created us to be whether we like it or not, so we might as well surrender to our 

destiny because we have nowhere else to go. 

 Some words of discouragement: We may fail. That’s what the Book of Revelation 

says. But that’s God’s business. All we need concern ourselves with is being as close to 

what God wants us to be as possible, and that means be good stewards of planet earth. 

 

[6] OUR FUTURE 

 

 Here is my short list of what I think we, the human race, ought to be working on 

right now: 

 

 Set apart no-fishing zones in the ocean, about 10% of the whole, which are 

common breading grounds, the coral reefs, and the migration paths. Not to do so 

is like eating our seed corn, which, although we might have a great feast this year, 

we’ll starve next year. 

 

 Reforest North Africa. For that we need fresh water in vast quantities either from 

the surrounding seas or from Antarctic icebergs, and lots of new trees and grass, 

and lots of grazing animals.   

 

 Make massive alternative energy a reality. Yes, we need more oil. Of course we 

do. But that will last us only so long. Sooner rather than later, we will need 

something else. This is not an option. Nuclear? Perhaps. But that’s risky. There 

has to be something other than nuclear. There is. Solar. I don’t mean solar down 

here, I mean solar up there. That big glowing ball in the sky spits out more 

continual energy than a million earths could ever use. All we have to do is go get 

it. NASA is especially equipped to do just that. You think that Arizona and the 

Sahara are good places for solar cells? How about the moon? Turn that into a 

gigantic solar cell and microwave (mazor) it down to earth. That would produce 

more energy than we could ever possibly use. Then we could use our oil to make 

plastics. That would make NASA a profitable business that would no longer have 
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to beg congress for funds. Then NASA would fund its own missions to Mars, 

Europa and beyond and we’d begin to discover our true destiny. 

 

[7] OUR FAR FUTURE 

 

 Then what? After we achieve these short term goals on earth, what long term 

goals should mankind reach for? Here is my long list and it gets pretty little crazy. 

  

 Create colonies on the moon, on Mars, on Europa, etc.  

 

 Terraform Mars, Europa, etc.  

 

 Before we terraform Mars, we might be able to move Mars closer to the sun, 

nearer to earth’s orbit and increase its mass to near earth size. How can we do 

that?  By pelting it with asteroids, which just happen to be in the right 

neighborhood of the solar system to do that. 

 

 Move Venus away from the sun, closer to earth’s orbit and increase its mass. How 

can we do that? Well, behind it is the sun. We might one day be able to focus the 

sun’s unlimited energy and plasma to do whatever we want to do with Venus.  

 

 Learn how to make planets.  

 

 Learn how to make stars.  

 

 Learn how to travel faster than light. Stop chuckling. If entangled particles can 

communicate at infinite speed, and gamma rays vanish here and reappear there 

(that’s infinite speed), then c is not the limit we think it is. I do believe, the last 

time I checked my math, that ∞ > c. And I did read of an experiment at CERN 

(circa 2012) that clocked a particle exceeding the speed of light which isn’t 

supposed to happen. So now physicists can fret about that. 

 

 Learn how to create matter from nothing. If matter and anti-matter particles pop in 

and out of existence all the time, then all we have to do (I love understatements 

like all we have to do) is separate them fast enough to prevent their mutual 

annihilation. Then, presto, we have access to all the “stuff” we will ever need. 

Places where we do this we’ll call “stuff” mines. One way this might be possible 

is at the event horizon of black holes. Right there is where new matter/anti-matter 

particles split. We might be able to extract the matter for our use while dumping 

the anti-matter into the black holes, thus we’d we be mining the black holes and at 

the same time reducing its lethal mass.  

 

 Pioneer the entire universe.  
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 And long before we run out of universe to pioneer, we will cross dimensions to 

find infinitely more universes. We haven’t begun to discover the multiverse, 

we’re only beginning to suspect that there is such a thing. 

 

 Create universes, and create things that, right now, we don’t even know about 

and, right now, can’t even imagine.  

 

 Learn just what our souls really are. The Bible insists there will be a resurrection. 

It does not say how involved humanity will be involved in that. I claim that the 

most valuable real estate on the planet will one day be haunted houses because in 

them, like studying birds to learn how to fly, we will study ghosts or spooks or 

whatever is in those places to learn what “death” really means, and therefore what 

“life” really means. 

 

 And finally, there is immortality, not just for the living, but for the dead as well, 

once we discover the soul-scape where souls reside. Immortality will happen, 

once we have a multiverse that’s worth being immortal in. There will be infinities 

of universes for infinities of immortal people (along with whatever animals we 

care enough about to bring along with us, I’m particularly fond of my dog, 

Teddy), and we will have children, and be happy forever and ever and not get 

bored! That’s how I envision heaven. I think that is where God is taking us. 

 

[8] MAN’S DIVINE DESTINY 

 

 Don’t accuse me of turning atheist. I am nothing of the sort. God is in charge of 

all this, I just want to understand this destiny that God has dumped us into. Heaven is 

good. But what does that mean? What exactly are we? And where exactly are we? 

 The bible speaks of heaven, and what heaven means is “up.” I used to think that 

the bible authors were primitive in their thinking to attach our destiny to “up” when 

clearly (I thought) our destiny was here, in some spiritual dimension. I now think that it 

was my thinking that was primitive. Up is where our destiny lives. Earth is our cradle, but 

who wants to live their whole live in a cradle? The universe (mutiverse?) is ours. Let’s go 

get it! 

The Bible charts an amazing future for us if we allow it to mean what it says. 

 

Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die, :5 …ye 

shall be as the gods… 

 

Genesis 3:22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us… 

[so the serpent was right afterall]. 

 

Genesis 4:16 …and thou [Moses] shalt be to him [Pharaoh] instead of God. 

 

Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a God unto 

Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. 
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Psalms 8:5 For thou hast made him [man] a little lower than the angels [Angels 

is incorrect. Not angels, but elohim: gods.] 

 

Psalms 82:6 I have said, ye are Gods; and all of you are children of the most 

high. :7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 

 

John 10:34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are 

gods? :35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the 

scripture cannot be broken; 

 

Luke 3:38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the 

son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

 

Acts 17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of 

your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. :29 Forasmuch then as 

we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 

gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device.  

 

Romans 8:16 The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God: :17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and join-heirs with 

Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 

Revelation 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, 

and he shall be my son. 

 

 We are indeed gods, or gods in embryo, and what’s the difference? 

 Therefore, isn’t it high time we starting acting like it? God shared with us his 

creative power. It’s time and past time that we started using it to our, and his, best 

advantage. Let’s start by saving the planet, then move on from there to the universe. Or in 

the words of a famous toy, “To infinity and beyond!” 

 

[9] EPILOG 

 

Genesis 1:28 …multiply and replenish the earth… 

 

 “Multiply” is clear: have children. Is “replenish” double-speak for “multiply”? Is 

this just two ways of saying the same thing? I think “replenish” means not ourselves but 

the earth, so that everything else multiplies and thrives as well as ourselves. Use the earth 

but don’t use it up! 

 

Psalms 104:16 …the cedars of Lebanon which he [God] planted. 

 

 To remind you: there are no cedars of Lebanon today. We cut them all down. 

They’re gone ― as are the forests of Germany and Italy. For those who think we need to 

“get back to nature” and live as ancient man did, please note: Ancient man wiped out the 
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earth. It is modern man, and his science, that has half a chance of saving it. The only way 

to go is forward, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead,” as Admiral Farragut said. 

 

Psalms 106:24 Yea, they despised the pleasant land… 

 

 High ingratitude. How long can we be ungrateful for the wonderful place that God 

has made for us. Do you want some fanciful, paradisical place? Guess what. You’re in it. 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is 

served by the field.  

 

 Take care of the earth. We all need it. 

 

Jeremiah 12:11 …the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to 

heart.  

 

 We’re killing the land because no one cares, it’s not in our heart to save the 

planet. We have too many other goals. 

 

Jeremiah 22:6 …I will make thee a wilderness…:7 they shall cut down thy choice 

cedars, and cast them into the fire. 

 

 When we destroy our forests, God makes the land a wilderness. God put nature 

into motion. The earth reacts to our use or misuse of it by pre-set laws . 

 

Jeremiah 23:10 For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the 

land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their 

course is evil, and their force is not right.  

 

 What does swearing have to do with land abuse? Unless they are lying to abuse 

the land. People do that, illegal toxic waste dumping and lies to cover it up.  

What does their force is not right mean? Is this Star Wars? “Use the force, Luke”? 

Maybe. In “Avatar”, those people were pretty close to the earth, their earth. 

 

Jeremiah 46:23 They shall cut down her forest… 

 

 Alas, too often nature is the victim of man’s warfare.  

 

Ezekiel 14:13 Son of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing… 

 

 The land sinneth? Is that possible? There was a fig tree that sinned against Jesus. 

 

Ezekiel 20:46 …prophesy against the forest of the south field :47 …Behold I will 

kindle a fire in thee, and it shall devour every green tree in thee, and every dry 

tree…:49 Then said I, Ah Lord GOD! They say of me, Doth he not speak 

parables?  
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 That’s the point. This is not a parable, this is literal. 

 

Joel 1:12 The vine is dried up, and the fig tree languisheth; the pomegranate tree, 

the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: 

because joy is withered away from the sons of men. 

 

 What the earth becomes, it will become because that is what we will make of it.  

 

Matthew 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 

places. :8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

 

 Wow. Just the beginning? We should wonder then what’s next? For that we have 

to read the very scary book of Revelation. 

 

Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled 

with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of the trees was 

burnt up, and all the green grass was burnt up. :8 And the second angel sounded, 

and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and a 

third part of the sea became blood; :9 And the third part of the creatures which 

were in the sea, and had life, died; and a third part of the ships were destroyed. 

:10 And the third angel sounded, and their fell a great star from heaven, burning 

as it were a lamp, and it fell upon a third part of the rivers, and upon the 

fountains of waters; :11 And the name of the star was called Wormwood; and a 

third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, 

because they were made bitter. 

 

 That’s enough.  

 The world is facing an ecological disaster. And maybe we can’t stop it, but maybe 

we can. God does change his mind; for instance, when God decided to destroy Nineveh 

then decided not to destroy Nineveh. What motivated God’s change of heart? The people 

saw what was coming and changed their behavior.  

 

Jonah 3:9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 

anger, that we perish not? 

 

 And he did. God responded and they saved themselves from God’s wrath. 

 I hope that all the doom and gloom in the Bible and from science is all a self-

defeating prophecy. We see what’s coming at us. We have the means to fix it. But do we 

have the will? We shall see. 


