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GOLIATH: PROBLEM OR OPPORTUNITY? 

1 Samuel 17:10-30 

By Raymond White 

 

 Most people know that David said: 1 Samuel 17:26 Who is this uncircumcised 

Philistine? Few people know what motivated his bravado. That is what we will discuss now.  

I give you fair warning: this may annoy you. You may find that the text presents a story 

different from what you had always believed, and different from your liking. 

 

[1] FIRST FLIGHT 

 

 The story begins with an easy Philistine victory. Then Israel fled at the sight of the huge 

Goliath and his terrifying challenge: 1 Samuel 17:10 …give me a man that we may fight 

together. Who in the world would want to face that? No one. And so :24 And all the men of 

Israel, when they saw the man, fled…  

 What exactly does “all the men fled” mean? It means that the first time David saw 

Goliath, he ran just like everyone else. All Israel ran, and David with them.  

 No doubt when a massive problem dumps on you, your first impulse is to run too. That 

first reflex of flight might actually keep you, and David, alive, until you can calm down, regroup, 

and figure out what to do next. There’s no shame in first flight.  

  Two of America’s greatest generals, Sam Houston and Nathaniel Green, won their battles 

by first retreating and retreating again. Each time Green retreated, he inflicted more casualties on 

the British. And without that decimation of the British, it is doubtful that Washington and 

Rochambeau would have defeated Cornwallis at Yorktown. And Sam Houston simply refused to 

engage Santa Anna until he found the ground he wanted at San Jacinto. Then he turned and 

decimated the superior Mexican army.  

 My point? David ran when it made sense to. That doesn’t matter. What follows matters. 

 

[2] REGROUP, REASSESS 

 

 Evening arrived. The Israelites regrouped, and around their campfires they discussed the 

scary events of the day. David eavesdropped and he liked what he heard. 

 

1 Samual 17:25 And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? 

Surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king 

will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father’s 

house free in Israel. [“free” means no more taxes] 

 

 “Wow!” David thought. “I gotta’ know more about this. Excuse me, excuse me,” he went 

around asking.  “Would you please repeat that? I want to make sure that I heard correctly what I 

think I heard.” Yes, that’s right. David wanted to make sure that he understood what he thought 

he had heard. 

 

1 Samuel 17:26 And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be 

done to the man that killeth this Philistine…  
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And so they repeated it for him.  

 

1 Samuel 17:27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be 

done to the man that killeth him. 

 

 David was just a shepherd boy. He wasn’t a soldier like his older brothers, but he had one 

thing going for him, a prophetic anointing that he had received from the prophet Samuel. But no 

one knew about that or cared. After all, what was it but words and oil, this anointing from the 

prophet. But now, at this moment, at this place, David saw the opportunity that stood before him. 

Something great was about to happen if he just seized the opportunity, and that opportunity had a 

name: Goliath! 

 Now, his brothers didn’t feel that way at all. To them, he was just a kid bringing them 

lunch (:17) and they were annoyed by his upstart interest:  

 

1 Samuel 17:28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and 

Eliab’s anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? 

And with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the 

naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightiest see the battle. 

 

 Get the picture? “David, what are you doing here? You little brat. Don’t you have some 

sheep to tend to? Ah! You’re just here to see the battle. Go home! Get outta’ here!” 

 Maybe you have a vision for your life. So you tell your friends and relatives about it, and 

all they say is, “Forget it. Get outta’ here.” Maybe they’re the wrong ones to talk to. 

 David didn’t listen to his brothers. He felt the tug of destiny and so —  

 

1 Samuel 17:29 David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause? :30 And he 

turned from him toward another… 

 

 David was not interested in his brothers’ nay-saying, instead he wanted to hear about the 

reward one more time. And so, for the third time — 

 

1 Samuel 17:30 … [David] spake after the same manner; and the people answered him 

again after the former manner. 

 

 For the record, so that you really get the point here, it was not Goliath that motivated 

David, it was the princess that motivated David. He wasn’t asking, “tell me about Goliath,” he 

was asking, “tell me about the princess.” “What is the reward for the man who kills Goliath?” 

Goliath was incidental. He was the problem and not the goal.  

 When you tackle a major problem, ask yourself, why do you even want to bother? Is it 

because you just like solving problems? No. You tackle that major problem because you know 

that on the other side of it there’s a major reward.  

General Patton once said, “Don’t fight a battle if you don’t gain anything by winning.” 

He was absolutely right. Well, David had a lot to gain from this battle, and a lot to lose. But he 
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weighed everything carefully and concluded that he had the right stuff to pull it off and this was 

his moment. He decided that it was time to lay it all on the line and go for it. 

 

[3] PREPARATION 

 

 David was not foolhardy nor was he suicidal. He had a lot going for him, but only he 

knew it. :36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear… This sling shot skill of his was no 

trivial skill. If you’ve ever spoken with a hunter who has killed a bear, you’ve heard that bears 

are not that easy to kill. You can shoot a bear multiple times and the bear will still attack and kill 

you before dying from its wounds. To stop a bear in its tracks, your bullet has to hit it at just the 

right spot. And a rock thrown from a sling? That’s no easy feat. David had talent, there’s no 

denying that. 

 And then there’s the matter of Samuel’s anointing. Was God really good for his word? 

Did David really have divine protection? Well, Samuel said he did. But Samuel wasn’t facing 

Goliath, David was. And trusting the words was one thing, facing that giant Goliath and his giant 

sword was quite another. When faith meets fear, that’s the real test. Faith is easy, until you put 

your life on the line.  

 On one side was the problem: Goliath, huge, battle-tested, the killer of many Israelite 

soldiers including perhaps, in Jewish tradition, Eli’s two sons Hophni and Phinehas. David had 

no illusions about this battle, he knew he could die. Skill not withstanding, providence not 

withstanding, this whole deal could turn very badly against David, and to go through with it 

required immense courage. But without the risk, the adventure would have meant nothing. It was 

the risk that offered the reward. 

 On the other side was the reward: riches and the princess which would make David a 

prince in Israel. And he had two things in his favor: (1) a tactical skill which was his private 

military secret, and (2) a promise from God.  

 

[4] VICTORY 

 

 That’s the end of the first half of the story. The second half you already know. Ah, David 

won. That is true. And his victory changed not only his destiny but also the destiny of the nation 

and ultimately the entire world. 

 There is a lesson here for all of us and the thousands who have read this story over the 

centuries. And that lesson is this: That monstrous problem you are now facing is real. It is 

threatening and dangerous and not to be trivialized. So why should you engage it and not rather 

just retreat from it? Because that problem may be the greatest opportunity for greatness you will 

ever have. This may be your moment. If you pass on it, you will doom yourself to insignificance. 

The time is now. Your greatest opportunity has disguised itself as a problem. So go, and conquer. 

First conquer your fear. Then conquer your problem. And rise to greatness. Remember this: 

Goliath was the best thing that ever happened to David. Goliath was the difference between 

David the shepherd and David the king. 

 Robert Lewis Stevenson wrote: “You cannot run away from weakness. You must 

sometimes fight it out; or perish. And if that be so, why not now, and where you stand.” 

  

   


