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COURAGE: THE CROSSROADS OF DESTINY  

Esther 4:8-15 

By Raymond White 

 

 Heroism is humanity’s most admirable virtue. Jesus said it best. 

 

John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down is life for his 

friends. 

 

 Celebrities are eventually forgotten, but heroes remain in our hearts forever. History does 

not long remember people who amass great fortunes, but history long remembers those who do 

great things for others at great cost to themselves. We call such people heroes. 

 There are also near-heroes ― people who were well principled and rightly motivated but 

who didn’t quite muster up. What is the difference between near-heroes and real heroes? In a 

word, courage. At the crossroad of destiny where we finally meet the real danger, the difference 

between victory and defeat is courage, the will to do the right thing no matter what. 

 The bible is a catalog of great heroes, and at the top of that list is Esther. 

 Esther was the Queen of Persia, wife of King Ahasuerus, and she was a Jew unbeknownst 

to her husband the king. One day she received fearful news from her uncle Mordecai of a plot to 

kill all the Jews. Mordecai said to her, 

 

Esther 4:8 …go in unto the king, to make supplication unto him and to make request… 

 

 Well, that’s a simple enough request. Just go ask the king to make it right. But there was 

a problem. Her uncle’s request was simple, but it was not at all easy. 

 

Esther 4:11 … whosoever…shall come unto the king into the inner court who is not 

called, there is one law of his to put him [or her] to death, except such to whom the king 

shall hold out the golden scepter, that he may live: but I have not been called to come in 

unto the king these thirty days. 

 

 In other words, she could die. The danger was real. Not only did the law allow the king to 

kill her if she caught him on a bad day and he were in no mood for leniency, but he had also 

shown no interest in her for a month ― he did have a harem. And he had recently made it quite 

clear how he dealt with disrespectful wives ― Vashti was now his ex-queen. And further, he was 

possibly angry that his army had so far failed to defeat the Greeks. This was not a man to cross. 

 The danger was real enough and she knew it, and Mordecai knew it. Mordecai had a 

decision to make. Should he press her to take this life threatening action or not? Was the issue 

worth the risk? It was, and he did. 

 

Esther 4:13 …Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than 

all the Jews. :14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 

enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy 

father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou are come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this? 
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 In other words: Esther, if you won’t do this because you think you and your family are 

safe in the palace and this edict won’t touch you, you’re wrong. This evil will reach in and get 

you too; you’re in the same danger as the rest of us. 

 So Mordecai lectures his niece about the real danger she faces. But then he quickly adds a 

more positive message: Esther, this is your moment. This is your destiny. This is why you’re 

here. God made you queen to save us. He has called you to greatness. Now do it! And she did.  

Was she swayed by the treat of genocidal death? It certainly got her attention. But we are 

more terrorized by imminent dangers then by distant dangers so I have to believe that what 

swayed Esther was an inescapable urge to do the right thing, to protect others even at great 

personal risk. That, plus the tug of destiny, pushed her into harm’s way. Esther accepted the 

danger, put her neck on the block, and acted.  

She needed two things. First, she needed faith. She needed to believe that God would 

bring her safely though this and that this was not a futile effort. And so she asked ― 

 

Esther 4:15 Fast for me.  

 

 She was not blind to the danger. She knew she could die and she wanted curry God’s 

favor with a general fast.  

A fast is a show of faith, the natural result of worrisome concern. It is a statement to God: 

“God, we’re really worried down here. So much so that we are in no mood to eat.” And when we 

are so concerned, as Esther was, God does act in our behalf. Esther really believed that, and it 

was her faith that allowed her to move into danger. 

 But second, beyond faith needed courage. Faith is wonderful, and motivating. But she 

was betting her life to do the right thing and she knew it. Faith not withstanding, it could all go 

wrong. To do this thing, she had to be at peace with the worst possible outcome. 

 

Esther 4:15 So will I go. And if I perish, I perish. 

 

 If there are braver words spoken in the Bible, I’m sure I don’t know what they are. These 

words of courage and resignation are on a par with the Lord’s words: Luke 22:42 not my will but 

thine be done. 

Esther saw at that moment the crossroad of her destiny. This was her moment of resolve 

when courage said I will do this whatever the outcome. “If I die, I die,” so be it, but this thing I 

must do. That is courage. 

 Notice the beautiful and delicate mix of faith and courage. It is no contradiction to 

believe that God is in control and also to know that he might not intercede. Logic dictates that 

faith and courage are mutually exclusive: the more faith, the less need for courage. But that 

reasoning doesn’t help in real life. In real life, we need both. We need faith to get us to the 

danger and courage to engage it. 

Esther did what she could to increase her faith. She asked for a general fast because she 

sincerely believed it mattered ― that God would be influenced by her faith and the faith of the 

nation. But in the end, it was her courage, “if I die, I die,” that got her through that door into the 

perilous presence of the king. Whatever God decides to do, she reasoned, I will do this thing. 

That’s faith and courage, and that careful blend lies at the heart of every great destiny. 


