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CONTRADICTIONS 

By Raymond White 

 

 Any Bible study would be less than honest without a fair acknowledgement of the 

many contradictions that appear in the text. What one does with them is another matter. 

But that they exist, is undeniable.  

Here are a few that I have noticed. I offer them, not to claim that the Bible is 

false, but rather that the Bible is true; that is, an actual account of man’s dealings with 

God and an accurate reflection of the contradictory nature of man’s existence. 

Contradictions exist in the bible because contradictions exist in the reality that we live in. 

Decades ago, when my daughter was in high school, she came home one day 

troubled by a teacher assertion: “How can you believe in God when the notion of God is 

fraught with so many contradictions?” Presumably, the teacher had in mind things like 

the contradiction of predestination versus free will ― stuff like that. 

I recommended to my daughter to answer the challenge with this question: “How 

can you believe in science when it is fraught with so many contradictions?” Of course I 

expected her teacher to reply to that with: “What contradictions do you have in mind?” 

So I gave my daughter a short list: 

 

 If nothing can escape a black hole, then how did the big bang happen? 

 Is light waves or particles? Answer: Yes! 

 Relativity says that black holes are singularities. Quantum mechanics says no. 

 If nothing travels faster than light, how do entangled particles communicate? 

 How can a quark spin in both directions at the same time? I mean, really? 

 Given Kurt Gödel’s Incompleteness Theorem, how are we sure of anything? 

 

So don’t tell me that theological contradictions are proof that God doesn’t exist, 

because if that is so, then scientific contradictions are proof that the universe doesn’t 

exist, and that is absurd. I never did hear back from her teacher. 

So, what about contradictions and the Bible? They mean the same thing that 

contradictions in science mean, that reality is not so well behaved as we think it ought to 

be, and our brains are so far incapable of wrapping around it all. 

One of my physics teachers explained Heisenberg’s Uncertainty principle this 

way: First, he said if you know the electron’s location, you can’t know its velocity, and 

vice-verse. Second, he said that therefore the best we can ever know is the probability of 

its location and velocity, and he showed us a picture of a “probability cloud” which 

looked pretty cloudy. Then third, when a student asked, “Yes, but where is it really? 

What is the truth?” the teacher answered, “The cloud is the truth.” 

That’s the way to think of contradictions in the Bible and in science: the 

contradiction is the truth. 

Before we begin, I ask one thing: When faced with a contradiction, do not pick 

one side to be your truth and reject the opposite side. That’s the very sort of thing that 

caused Christians to burn each other at the stake in the dark ages, and that is exactly the 

kind of thing I want to avoid. And it can be avoided, simply by allowing the Bible to have 

its contradictions and allowing that to be the truth. The cloud is the truth. 

Now, let’s begin. 
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[1] SINS OF THE PARENTS 

 

Deuteronomy 24:16 The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither 

shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death 

for his own sin. 

 

Exodus 20:5 …I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate 

me. 

 

Psalms 109:10 Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek 

their bread also out of their desolate places.  

 

These verses contradict. Can you deny it? Mormons appeal to their 2
nd

 Article of 

Faith: “Men will be punished for their own sins and not for Adam’s transgression.”  

Well, fine. In courts of law, that’s true. You can’t arrest the child of a murderer 

for being the child of a murderer. But in terms of actual inheritance, that’s not at all true. 

Innocent babies inherit syphilis, brain damage, stupidity, ugliness, poverty, life without a 

father, and hosts of other unjust ills including abortion, all from their parents’ sinful 

living. 

Don’t tell me that children aren’t punished for their parent’s sins. Children always 

pay the price for their parent’s misdeeds. That’s why we parents must be so vigilant about 

everything ― our deeds, our words, our tone, our careers, our neighborhood, our 

whatever ― that can harm our children. 

 

[2] RAHAB’S HOUSE 

 

Joshua 2:15 her house [Rahab’s] was upon the town wall. 

Joshua 6:20 the wall fell down flat. 

Joshua 6:22 Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out thence the woman. 

 

How can the Israelites go into Rahab’s house when her house in on the wall and 

the wall is fallen down flat? 

 

[3] ISRAEL’S FORGIVENESS 

 

Joshua 24:39 He will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins.  

 

Isaiah 1:18 … though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow … 

 

This is the essential tension of the Bible: does God forgive or does he not? The 

answer is: it depends. Depends on what? On which verses you are willing to believe. 

Under certain circumstances, God will forgive, and under other circumstance, God won’t. 

And knowing the difference is critical for your eternal good. 
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[4] GOD REPENTS, OR NOT 

 

Genesis 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth. 

 

1 Samuel 15:34 and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

 

1 Samuel 15:29 [God] is not a man, that he should repent. 

 

2 Kings 20:1 …thou shalt die…:6 I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:14 I know that, whatever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing 

can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should 

fear before him.  

 

Jonah 3:4 And Johan began to enter into the city…and said, Yet forty days, and 

Nineveh shall be overthrown. :10 And God saw their works, that they turned from 

their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do 

unto them; and he did it not 

 

Are we talking about the same God? God is adamant: he never changes his mind. 

But he does change his mind. And he seems to change his mind about changing his mind. 

 

[5] AHAB’S DEATH 

 

2 Chronicles 18:24 And Micaiah said [to Ahab], Behold, thou shalt see on that 

day when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 

 

2 Chronicles 18:34 And the battle increased that day: howbeit the king of Israel 

stayed himself up in his chariot against the Syrians until the even: and about the 

time of the sun going down he died. 

 

Which is it? Did he die hiding in a room as a coward or bravely in his chariot 

where he belonged? The two accounts can’t both be right.   

 

[6] WHO BLESSES WHO 

 

2 Chronicles 31:8 they bless the LORD.  

Nehemiah 8:6 And Ezra blessed the LORD. 

Nehemiah 9:5 bless the LORD your God…and blessed be thy glorious name. 

 

Hebrews 7:7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.  

 

The author of Hebrews bases his argument on logic, that if A blesses B, then A 

must be better than B.  

That’s reasonable thinking. The problem is, it doesn’t hold up under Biblical 

scrutiny. Ezra blessed the LORD. Does that mean that Ezra is better than the LORD? 
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The text says: “Without all contradiction.” Well, that’s not true, is it? There is a 

serious contradiction here, and just saying “without all contradiction” doesn’t make it so. 

And the author understood the seriousness of contradictions, that’s why he insisted there 

isn’t any ― even though there is. 

 

[7] CONVERTS ALLOWED OR NOT 

 

Nehemiah 13:1 On that day they read in the book of Moses…that the Ammonite 

and the Moabite should not come into the congregation of God for ever. :3 Now it 

came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the 

mixed multitude. 

 

Ruth 1:4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one 

was Orpah; and the name of the other was Ruth … 

 

Well, this is perplexing. Nehemiah and the neo-Jews decided to be hard-nosed 

about it, take the law literally, and excluded all their neighbors from participating in 

Jewish religious observance. This bigotry resulted in massive divorce (Ezra 10:18-44) 

and encircled the Jews with enemies who should have been their friends.  

But the real stress in their “us-only” view was Ruth, the great-grandmother of 

David. She was a Moabite. So, Nehemiah, would you excommunicate her posthumously? 

And along with her, her posterity also? David and Christ?  

Clearly what the law meant was, only Jews could participate, but anyone could 

become a Jew. Why Nehemiah and Ezra were so hard-nosed about it, to the point where 

they did not allow converts, I can’t say. But certainly, they were wrong ― in my opinion. 

 

[8] THE PERFECT SINNER 

 

Job 1:1  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man 

was perfect…1:8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Host thou considered my 

servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright man. 

7:20 [Job says] I have sinned…:21 And why dost thou not pardon my 

transgression, and take away my iniquity? 

 

God says Job is perfect, but Job says he is a sinner. So, who’s right?  

This is the exact opposite of what usually happens. Most people say they’re okay 

and God says no they’re not. So, again, who’s right? This is very much like the righteous 

Able confessing his sins while the wicked Cain insists that he’s okay. 

In the end, it doesn’t much matter what you think about you, it only matters what 

God thinks about you. But this disagreement between God and Job is at least interesting. 

 

[9] GIVING 

 

Luke 6:30 Give to every man that asketh of thee … 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 … if any would not work, neither should he eat. 
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 Here’s politics at work in the Bible. Jesus appears to be a Democrat and Paul 

appears to be a Republican. The problem is, giving to everyone who has a hand out is a 

formula for bankruptcy. This is the whole entitlement rift that separates our two parties. 

Too much generosity may yet sink our country simply because beggars cannot resist 

taking. Everyone wants to generous, but for the want of a meal, does it make sense to kill 

the golden goose? Basically, the Bible authors faced the same tensions that everyone else 

faces; in this case, the tensions of being overly generous. 

 

[10] FORGIVE TO BE FORGIVEN 

 

Matthew 18:35 So likewise shall my Heavenly Father do likewise unto you, if ye 

from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

 

Luke 15:28 And he [brother of the Prodigal] was angry, and would not go in: 

therefore came his father out, and intreated him. 15:31 And he said unto him, 

Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.  

 

There is a slight contradiction between these two parables of Jesus. In the 

Unforgiving Servant, Jesus asserts that if you don’t forgive, God won’t forgive you. But 

in the Prodigal Son, the father does forgive the true son for not forgiving his brother ― 

“thou art always with me.”  

I think there is a difference between an unforgiving attitude and an unforgiving 

act. The Prodigal Son comforts us by telling us that God is not so petty that he would 

condemn us just because we are wrestling with forgivness. 

But more importantly, there is the matter of practical forgiveness. We haven’t 

disbanded our courts, nor should we (Romans 13). And Paul, the most forgiven man on 

the planet, excommunicated people for sexual transgression (1 Corinthians 5:5). 

So, there is a real tension in the Bible about the subject of forgiveness. 

 

[11] ALWAYS TELL THE TRUTH 

 

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly 

are his delight. :23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge… 

 

If honesty is always God’s delight, why are some truths good to conceal? There 

seems to be a spirit of the law that differs slightly from the letter of the law. Yes, God 

wants honesty. But if I am hiding a Jew in my attic and a Nazi asks me if there is a Jew in 

my attic, I will certainly lie to the Nazi and worry later about defending my lie to God.  

 There is just such a story in the Bible. 

 

1 Samuel 19:14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she [Michal] said, 

He is sick. [David wasn’t sick, Michal lied to save his life.] 

 

1 Samuel 20:28 And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me 

to go to Bethlehem. [David didn’t go to Bethlehem, Jonathan lied to save his life.] 
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 Both Michal and Jonathan were willing to lie straight faced to the king in order to 

save David’s life. Does that make them dishonest people? You tangle with that. 

 

[12] GLUTTONY 

 

Proverbs 23:21 The glutton shall come to poverty. 

 

Proverbs 24:13 Eat thou honey because it is good. 

 

There’s a fine line, I guess, between enjoying good food and gluttony. People get 

fat because they either don’t know the difference or just have no restraint or just don’t 

care. 

 

[13] FOOLS 

 

Proverbs 26:4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou be like unto him.  

 

Proverbs 26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 

conceit.  

 

These two back-to-back verses contradict each other. So, which is it? Engage a 

fool’s stupidity or don’t bother?  

 

[14] GOOD PEOPLE PROTECTED 

 

Proverbs 10:3 The LORD does not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but 

he casteth away the substance of the wicked. 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:15 All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just 

man that perisheth in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man that 

prolongeth his life in his wickedness.  

 

This rare splash of pessimistic truth contradicts almost the whole of Proverbs 

which says exactly the opposite, promising happiness and long life to the righteous, and 

an early death to the wicked.  

Actually, both are true. Proverbs is simply pointing out the probabilities, the 

trend. It is true that a smoker is far more likely to die of cancer, but by no means certain. 

And when the opposite happens ― like when George Burns lived to a ripe old age while 

he wife Gracie died young of lung cancer from his cigar smoke ― that seems a great 

injustice. And it is.  

But the good life that we expect from good living (as Jesus calls the “abundant 

life”) is a matter of playing the odds, isn’t it? And that’s a good bet to make, especially 

when eternal life is at stake. Contradictions abound, but I’ll still bet my soul on the Bible, 

as Peter once said, “Where else is there to go?” 
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[15] BE RIGHTEOUS 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:16 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: 

why shouldest thou destroy thyself?  

 

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect … 

 

This is for those who struggle so hard to be perfect. I know Jesus said “Be thou 

perfect,” and that’s a right demand for God to make. But Jesus finally realized we are 

never going to be perfect and can never be, and so went to the cross for us.  

Shouldn’t we accept the same truth that he died for, and finally give ourselves 

over to grace, and have a little more confidence in God’s love for us, and get over this 

constant panic so typical of Mormons? As for “over wise,” isn’t that what the author of 

Ecclesiastes is being? Isn’t he beating us to death with his “over wise” pessimism?  

 

[16] GOOD MEN, BAD MEN 

 

Ecclesiastes 8:13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong 

his days …  

 

Ecclesiastes 8:14 … there be just men, unto whom unto whom it happeneth 

according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men unto whom it 

happeneth according to the work of the righteous … 

 

 These two verse not only contradict each other, but amusingly, they are back to 

back. Did the author not know what he was writing? Of course he knew. He is just 

expressing the realities of life. 

 

[17] WORK HARD, OR NOT BOTHER 

 

Proverbs 12:24 The hand of the diligent shall bear rule.  

Proverbs 13:4 the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.  

Proverbs 14:23 In all labour there is profit. 

Proverbs 21:5 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness. 

 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 …the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 

neither yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time 

and chance happeneth to them all.  

 

Proverbs is wonderfully optimistic and Ecclesiastes is wonderfully pessimistic. 

Does that make the Bible wrong? No. It makes the Bible true. The Bible’s contradictions 

reflect the contradictions of real life. The optimist and the pessimist are both correct. The 

contradictions are the truth! The bible authors simply reported events, and they reported it 

correctly. 

Don’t like contradictions? Too bad. That’s what makes up life.  
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    Ecclesiastes 11:6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 

withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 

either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good. 

 

  

This verse resolves the contradiction between Ecclesiastes 9:11 and all those 

optimistic Proverbs verses. This is saying work does have its rewards, but because of 

luck’s flakiness, you’d better work harder and longer because you don’t know exactly 

which effort will pay off. This is a really good verse. 

 The good life that we expect from good living is a matter of playing the odds. 

And that is usually a good bet, especially when eternal life is at stake. Contradictions 

abound, but I’ll still bet on the Bible, as Peter once said, “Where else is there to go?” 
 

[18] WORDS AND BOOKS 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which 

was written was upright, and words of truth.  

 

Ecclesiastes 12:12 And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books 

there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 

 

 My note to the author of Ecclesiastes: make up your stupid mind! Is the preacher wise 

because he thinks through these philosophical tangles, or is he a fool for wasting his time with so 

much weariness of the flesh. You can’t have it both ways. But you’re sure trying, very trying. 

 

[19] LAMENTATION 

 

Jeremiah 16:6 …neither shall men lament for them…  

 

How can we take this verse seriously when Jeremiah writes an entire book that he calls 

Lamentations? He lamented for them. This verse contradicts an entire book! 

 

[20] ESCAPE 

 

Jeremiah 44:27 …all the men of Judah that are in the land of Egypt shall be consumed 

by the sword and by the famine, until there be an end of them. 

 

Jeremiah 44:28 Yet a small number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of 

Egypt into the land of Judah… 

 

 Sounds contradictory to me. In one breath God is saying, “You’re all going to die.” In the 

next breath God is saying, “Well, I didn’t mean all of you.” If you didn’t mean all, God, than why 

did you say all? “Until there be an end of them,” sounds very literal, not an exaggeration.  

 

[21] THE ANTI-CHRIST AND HIS GOD 

 

Daniel 11:37…nor regard any god…:38 …shall he honour the God of force: and a 

god whom his father knew not… 

 

Which is it? Will the anti-Christ worship no gods or gods of his own creating?  
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[22] THE HOLY GHOST 

 

Matthew 12:28 … if I cast out devils by the spirit of God … 

 

John 14:26 But the comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 

send in my name … 

 

 Mark 6:7 …and gave them power over unclean spirits. 

 

 This is a three-way contradiction. [1] Jesus casts out devils by the spirit, [2] the 

Holy Ghost hasn’t come yet but will, and [3] Jesus gives his disciples power over devils 

which means he gave them the spirit which hasn’t come yet. 

 

[23] VIOLENCE 

 

Luke 13:4 …Do violence to no man… The dream of liberals. 

 

Romans 13:4 …he beareth not the sword in vain… Practical conservatism. 

 

 These words of John the Baptist are certainly an exaggeration. If you strip the 

police of their ability to use lethal force against criminals, then you permit crime to grow 

unabated. Paul knows that, John seems not to.  

 

[24] THE RICH 

 

Luke 6:24 …woe to the rich… 

 

Luke 7:9 I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.  

 

So here is one rich man, a Centurion and a gentile, rich enough to have built a 

synagogue as a gift to the Jews. And that impressed Jesus, enough to heal the Centurion’s 

servant.  

But what happened to “woe to the rich”? Well, I guess it depends on what kind of 

rich, doesn’t it? Then there was Zacchaeus (Luke 19:2) and Lazarus and Barnabas and a 

few other rich people that Jesus like to hang with, so “woe to the rich” is not an absolute. 

 

[25] CONVERTED BY THE DEAD 

 

Luke 16:31 And he [Jesus]  said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the 

prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.  

 

Acts 9:6 And he [Paul] trembling and astonished said, Lord, what will thou have 

be do? 
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I understand Jesus’ point, but isn’t that exactly what Saul of Tarsus did? Didn’t he 

believe and become a Christian because “one rose from the dead” and spoke to me? Isn’t 

that the principle message of Acts? I saw him and believed? 

 

[26] CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID 

 

 Luke 20:44 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?  

 

Jesus points to a contradiction and says, “That contradiction is the truth. Explain 

it.” They can’t, but it’s still the truth, which is the point I’ve been making throughout this 

whole collection. The contradictions are the truth. We call them contradictions because 

our minds can’t deal with them. But God still requires that we believe them. 

 

[27] NOT MY WILL 

 

 John 5:30 …I seek not mine own will…but the will of the Father…  

 

These words are immediately self contradictory. It is impossible to not seek your 

own will. It was Jesus’ will to seek his father’s will.  

The problem lies in that we have wills in conflict (“cognitive dissonance,” to 

make it sound techincal). A fireman who rushes into a burning building to save a child 

does not wish to die, he wishes to live. But he wishes even more for the child to live, thus 

his two wills are conflicted and the stronger will takes precedence. That’s what “I seek 

not mine own will” means, as we see even more forcefully in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

[28] A GOOD MAN 

 

Matthew 19:16 … only God is good … 

 

 Acts 11:24 For he [Barnabas] was a good man…  

 

So, which is it? Is no one good or is Barnabas good? Of course this is pointless. 

Then why am I pointing it out? To show it’s pointless and should not hurt your faith. 

There are big contradictions that are not pointless, like faith versus works, like 

predestination versus agency, like God’s omnipotent love verse the existence of evil. 

There are inescapable, but none of them should keep you from believing. They’re just 

perspectives on life and, have nothing to do with how God really deals with us. Don’t let 

the contradictions wear out your faith. A respected pastor, John McArthur, once said, “If 

you find a contradiction in the Bible, you can throw it away.” Nope. Sorry, John. I 

disagree. I find contradictions all over the bible but I’m keeping it anyway. 

 

[29] SIN AND DEATH 

 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death… 

 

Romans 7:8 …without the law sin was dead. 
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 Sorry, Paul, you can’t have it both ways. Either sin kills regardless of law, or sin 

kills only when triggered by law. Which is it? Can’t be both. Paul, you’re tripping over 

yourself. You’re not reading your own words. Paul finally explains it my way: 

 

Romans 7:13 …sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

 

 In other words, law makes sin twice as sinful. Sin is always sin, but broken law is 

it’s own sin. Therefore sin plus law is twice as sinful. If that’s what he means in 7:8 then 

I’m okay with that. But I think he exaggerates his point in 7:8 to absurdity.  

 

[30] WORKS OR NOT WORKS 

 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the 

deeds of the law. 

 

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

 

 Can’t escape this contradiction. 3:28 says no works at all, but 8:1 says works. 

Can’t be both ways. Clearly (I think) 8:1 mitigates 3:28 which is an exaggeration 

intended to lead us to 8:1 which is the conclusion of all that precedes it. 8:1 actually 

makes sense. Everything preceding it sometimes makes sense and sometimes not. 

 

[31] CONTINUE 

 

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his son, much more, being reconciled we shall be saved by his life. 

 

Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which 

fell, severity; but towards thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: 

otherwise thou shalt be cut off. 

 

 These two verses say exactly the opposite. 5:10 says that because you are now 

reconciled and because Christ’s life is stronger than his death, he is able to keep you. So 

don’t worry. But 11:22 says that’s true but only if you continue. So, which is it? Does 

Christ keep us (sovereignty), or do we keep ourselves (free choice)?  

 

[32] JUDGE 

 

Romans 12:17 Recompense to no man evil for evil… 

 

1 Corinthians 5:3 For I…have judged already… 

 

 To judge or not to judge. The Bible is full of things like “judge not lest ye be 

judged.” Yet here is Paul, a man with a terrifying history of his own sins, judging a man 
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whose sin seems minor compared to Paul’s former life. Paul could beg off and say, “I’m 

not one to judge.” But he knew better. God had called him to judge, and judge he must.  

 When you are called to jury duty, you must judge. If you beg off, or acquit the 

guilty on the pretext of “well, Jesus said ‘judge not’”, then you make yourself guilty. 

 “Recompense to no man evil for evil” means don’t be a vigilante. 

 

[33] EATING WITH SINNERS 

 

1 Corinthians 5:11 …with such an one no not to eat. 

 

 Paul tells us don’t hang around with or even eat with bad people. But Jesus did, 

didn’t he? Yes, he did. 

 

Matthew 9:10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, 

many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. 

 

[34] DIVORCE 

 

Matthew 19:9 …whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a 

sister is not under bondage in such cases… 

 

 Jesus says a woman divorced, even if it’s not her fault, cannot remarry. Paul says 

she is not under bondage. In other words, she can remarry. So, which is the truth? 

 

[35] SILENT WOMEN 

 

1 Corinthians 11:5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 

uncovered dishonoureth her head… 

 

1 Corinthians 14:34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 

permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as 

also saith the law. 

 

 Paul, how is a woman going to pray and prophesy if she isn’t allowed to speak in 

church? Didn’t think of that little detail, did you?  

 

[36] THE “ALL THINGS” PARADOX 

 

 1 Corinthians 15:27 For he hath put all things under his feet.  

 

Creates an immediate self contradiction, as Russell’s Paradox. God cannot put 

himself under his own feet as the word “all” implies, and Paul knows it. That’s why he 

continues by explaining a necessary inference: But when he saith all things are put under 

him, it is manifest [obvious] that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 
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 This sort of paradox occurs in many places, as: John 1:3 All things were made by 

him… Well, certainly he didn’t make himself. Even though it doesn’t say so, it’s inferred. 

Clearly we must allow such over-statements in scripture. If we hold scripture to its 

precise wording everywhere, we get nonsense. We have to allow people, even prophets, 

even the Holy Spirit, to talk as people talk (other than attorneys), and that is: imprecisely. 

That relieves most of the contradictory tension in the Bible.   

 

[37] NOT IMPUTING 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 …everyone may receive things done in the body. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:19 …not imputing their trespasses unto them… 

 

 How can everyone receive the things done in the body if those things done in the 

body are not imputed, not kept a record of? I suppose that’s Paul’s point. But he doesn’t 

resolve the contradiction.  

 

[38] CORINTHIAN SAINTS: ARE OR ARE NOT 

 

1 Corinthians 1:2 …to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus… 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20 …be ye reconciled to God. 

 

 Are these sanctified saints not reconciled, not atoned, not saved? How can that 

be? How can a sanctified saint become reconciled? Isn’t he already? 

 

[39] YOU WORK OR GOD WORKS 

 

Philippians 2:12 …work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

 

Philippians 2:13 For it is God with worketh in you… 

 

 These two verses are back to back which makes the obvious contradiction 

intentional. Is it you who is working in you or God who is working in you? Or both?  

 

[40] IGNORANCE 

 

1 Timothy 1:13 …I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 

 

1 Timothy 2:14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 

in the transgression. 

 

 Paul received mercy because of his ignorance. But then turns around and blames 

Eve because she was ignorant. That makes no sense. Clearly (to me anyway), Adam was 

the transgressor because he was “not deceived.” If you know better and do it anyway, 

doesn’t that make you twice guilty? If either of them had an excuse, it was Eve. She, at 
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least could plead ignorance, as does Paul. I’m sure Paul, but 2:14 is just plain wrong. Let 

me remind you what else you wrote 

 

Romans 7:13 …sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. 

 

 It’s the commandment that make sin more sinful. So, how can Eve be held to a 

harsher account because she was ignorant? It’s wrong, Paul, and it does seem that you are 

picking on her just because she is a woman. 

 

[41] THE CRETIAN PARADOX 

 

Titus 1:12 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are 

alway liars… 

 

 How wonderful this verse is. It is Russell’s Paradox right here in the Bible. Let 

me unravel it for you with this question: Is this Cretian lying or is he telling the truth? If 

he is telling the truth, then he must be lying because he said “Cretians are always liars.” 

But if he is lying, then he is wrong and Cretians are not always liars, and therefore, being 

a prophet, he is surely telling the truth. But if he is telling the truth … and so forth. It’s a 

reductio ad absurdum. 

 Does Paul know what he just wrote? 

 

[42] PAUL VERSUS JAMES 

 

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; 

but not before God. :3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and 

it was counted unto him for righteousness. 

 

James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered 

Isaac his son upon the altar? :22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 

and by works was faith made perfect? 

 

 I am certain that James and Paul argued about this theological point. Why am I 

certain? Because what James is saying no one would say because it is obvious unless he 

was saying it against someone else’s assertion. Clearly that someone else is Paul. James’ 

words is a thumb in Paul’s eye and intentionally. What James is really saying is: Paul, 

you’ve stretched your point beyond the limits of common sense causing people to 

stumble. Now I have to reign you in a bit. James’ words are too directed to not mean that. 

 So, now let me ask you this: Is either one so right that the other must be damned 

for believing false doctrine? Of course not! These are the apostles, for heaven sake. This 

difference of opinion will not get either of them damned, and I believe that in heaven, 

they are arguing about it still. 

 If that level of theological precision is not essential to their salvation, then why 

should we engage in such heated debates as we do over this very issue? We should learn 

to leave it be. 
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[43] FINAL THOUGHT 

 

 So, why did I put you through all this? (By the way, I hope you think it was fun 

and not tedious). I put you through this, not so you would disbelieve the Bible but so that 

you wouldn’t take your own interpretations of it so seriously that you feel a need to 

dispute with your fellow Christians. You can discuss and compare, but don’t argue. 

There’s no point. I’m saying that it’s all right for Christianity to be divided up as it is 

because: 

 [1] Our divisions have their roots in the Bible despite Paul’s admonition “have no 

divisions among you.” Indeed, Paul caused more divisions than anyone else.  

 [2] The many divisions of Christianity actually make Christianity stronger. Just 

like an economy, it is innovation and competition that give the whole immense power. 

Just like a nation, it is the separation of powers that guarantees freedom and motivates 

each participant to contribute fully. Christianity enjoys all of that and will yet move the 

entire world for good ― if we don’t kill each other.  

 [3] Whose to say that all those other churches have not received their revelation 

(their commission) from God as well as our own? I know what I and my church have 

received, but I have no idea about you and your church. That’s between you and God. It 

is as Jesus said to Peter: John 21:22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I 

come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me. In other words, Peter, don’t worry about 

John, you just do what I asked you to do. And that applies to Christianity today: don’t 

worry about what other churches are doing, you just do what God has called you to do. 

 

 

 
 


