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CONTENTION 

Proverbs 

By Raymond White 

 

 It is nothing new to say that contention makes family life miserable. But what 

causes contention? If we could solve that riddle, that would save lots of families.  

We’ll get some insight from the bible, and most often, we’ll find, the root cause of 

contention is pride.  

 

Proverbs 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is 

wisdom.  

 

 What contention is usually about is pride, egos in conflict. If we can ever 

subjugate the ego, make it less important, or at least satisfy its cravings without 

subjugating our partners, then the contention will cease.  

 

Proverbs 14:1 Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it 

down with her hands.  

 

 Some people, women and men, appear to want to destroy their family, because 

picking fights, bickering and complaining about small matters seem calculated to do just 

that. Why any person would want to destroy his or her home, seemingly intentionally, is a 

mystery. But people do that. It is as though somewhere between sane and insane there is a 

middle place where sane people suspend their sanity and behave, in not quite insanely, 

then at least un-sanely. They are not insane, not crazy, but for some unfathomable reason 

(unfathomable even to themselves) they choose, at a moment, to act un-sanely in a nearly 

insane and self-destructive way. 

 

Proverbs 19:13 …the contentions of a wife are a continual droppings.  

 

 That’s crude language but effective. Contention at home is like, well, dung. 

Contention at home is like what comes out of the north end of a south-bound cow. And it 

stinks! 

 

Proverbs 21:9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a 

brawling woman in a wide house.  

 

 A tiny room and peace is better than a whole mansion with constant bickering. A  

rich man in a mansion full of contention might in fact prefer to spend time in a tiny room 

hiding from his wife. 

 

Proverbs 21:19 It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a contentious and 

an angry woman.  

 

 In fact, forget the tiny room. This man has no house at all. He’s homeless living in 

the wilderness, and that is better than a house with a constantly bickering wife 
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 Proverbs 25:24 It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, than with a 

brawling woman and in a wide house.  

 

  Johnny Carson (who had wide houses) once said, “The reason why divorce is so 

expensive is because it’s worth it.” He should know. He spent millions to get free of Jo-

Ann. I’m not saying that Jo-Ann Carson was a bickering woman, I wasn’t there so I 

wouldn’t know who was not being nice. But in every divorce, someone is not being nice. 

 

Proverbs 26:21 As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so is a 

contentious man to kindle strife.  

 

 We’ve had several verses about contentious women, now finally we have a verse 

about contentious men.  

Generally, a fight begins when someone wants to pick a fight. Some men are 

always ready to “kindle strife.” They are flammable, with a short fuse. Or, as my dad 

used to say, they have a “contrary nature,” which just means they are ill-tempered.  

Usually this contrary nature is a pride thing. Some people seem to have a need to 

assert control over others, to make others submit. 

 

Proverbs 27:15 A continual dropping in the very rainy ray and a contentious 

woman are alike. 

 

 Proverbs brings us back to the droppings. It’s an ugly picture but so is contention. 

Here, it’s not just droppings, but droppings on a very rainy day where the water creates a 

mucky mess out of that goo on the streets and raises a stink everywhere. That’s an ugly 

picture that the author paints for us. That’s contention. 

 I heard a speaker, a marriage counselor, once say that the root cause of contention 

very often is “unmet expectations.” In other words, what you are getting from the 

marriage is less than what you think you deserve. If couples can get that under control 

then pride dissipates and so will the contention.  

 Here are four magic words that will defuse most fights before they even start: 

“You may be right.” Memorize those words, and use them often. They will help. 

 


