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COMPROMISE: WHERE DO YOU DRAW THE LINE? 

Daniel 1:1-8 

By Raymond White 

 

 The world asks much of us, and God asks much of us, and the two conflict when the 

world wants something from us that God insists we cannot give.  

 Knowing where to draw the line is not always as easy as it sounds. Of course when God 

gives a clear commandment, there is a clear line which we must not cross. The problem is that 

not every situation is a “letter of the law” situation. There are many “spirit of the law” situations, 

where God’s word can apply or might not, depending on how much you’re willing to infer. 

 Truth is, you can tie yourself up in knots trying to obey all sorts of “spiritual laws” ― (or 

“higher laws” as I heard a bishop call them who thought God should have forbidden some things 

in marriage that he didn’t). Jesus warned against just such pickiness in our striving for 

perfection. Matthew 23:24 Ye blind guides, which strain at the gnat, and swallow a camel. 

 There is a saying that gets to heart of this matter: “Many people feel guilty about things 

they shouldn’t feel guilty about, in order to shut out feelings of guilt about things they should 

feel guilty about.” (Sydney J. Harris). Mr. Harris is exactly right. And that leaves us having to 

fend for ourselves in many ethically gray areas. 

In the opening verses of the book of Daniel, we find an excellent example of ethical 

haggling to help us set our moral compass. In 605 B.C., certain young men were taken from 

Jerusalem to Babylon as sort of exchange students, but really they were hostages, an 

encouragement for the Jews to behave. They were young Jewish scholars sent to learn in 

Babylon.  

 

Daniel 1:6 …among them were… Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

 

 Three things were required of these young men, and so they had some decisions to make. 

 

[1] THEY HAD TO RECEIVE A PAGAN EDUCATION 

 

Daniel 1:4 …whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Caldeans. 

 

 Secular education does pose risks to Christian children. It does seem that some teachers 

think their life calling is to destroy the faith of young people. But God nowhere forbids secular 

education so Daniel and his friends could say with clear conscience, “Bring it on. We’ll attend 

your university and learn your ways. Our faith will cope and we might even learn something.”  

 Where you go to school is your business. God has nothing to say about that, really. If my 

grandkids ask for recommendations, I’ll be happy to give my opinion, and give warnings. But to 

say, “God wants you to go hear and not there,” is sheer nonsense.  

 

[2] THEY HAD TO RECEIVE PAGAN NAMES 

 

Daniel 1:7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel 

the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrack; and to Mishael, of Meshach; 

and to Azariah, of Abednego. 
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 To understand the stakes, we should take a moment to understand the names. Daniel 

means “God is Judge.” His new name Belteshazzar means “Baal provides.” Hananiah means 

“The Lord is gracious.” His new name Shadrack refers to Aku. Mishael means “what the Lord 

is.” His new name Meshack means “what Aku” is.” Azariah means “the Lord is my helper.” His 

new name Abednego means “Nebo’s servant.” 

 Now I might have a hissy-fit if my kids came back from abroad with anti-Christian 

names, but understand that God doesn’t forbid it. Pick this name, pick that name, it doesn’t 

matter, but don’t drag God into it creating commandments that God never uttered. Daniel and his 

friends felt comfortable compromising on this issue. 

 

[3] THEY HAD TO EAT PAGAN FOOD 

 

Daniel 1:5 …the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat. :8 But Daniel 

purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat. 

 

 Now they had a problem. God had given the Jews a strict dietary law and there were 

certain things, non-kosher things, that kosher Jews were simply not permitted to eat. Daniel 

knew this, and that’s where Daniel and his friends drew the line. To set their dietary law aside 

would be to set God aside, and that they would not do. That was the end of compromise and they 

made their stand. 

 There are two lessons here, maybe three.  

 First: There are things we can and should compromise on. Paul found it necessary to 

sometimes be Jewish and other times be gentile: 1 Corinthians 9:20 Unto the Jews I became as 

a Jew that I might gain the Jews. Was this hypocritical, to flip-flop between two cultures? No. It 

was being practical and he was violating no commandment doing it. 

 Second: There are things we should not compromise on. When God draws a line, that is a 

line we should stand on. 1 Timothy 5:22 Keep thyself pure. 

 And perhaps third: If you really can’t tell the difference, well, ask God and see what he 

thinks.  

 

 

 

 

 


