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HOW IMPORTANT ARE CHILDREN? 

Genesis 38:14-26 

By Raymond White 

 

 Life is so short, how soon we depart. And when we depart, all we really leave 

behind is our children, and their children, for what we hope will be an eternal posterity. 

Then, wherever our souls finally end up, we can at least say, we mattered. 

 Usually when you read an article like this, you expect confirmation of what you 

already believe. I hope you won’t be terribly disappointed if you find something else 

instead. I go where the Bible leads and sometimes it is disquieting. Often, it challenges 

rather than confirms our beliefs, and it may at times even jolt our sensitivities. I expect it 

will now. You’ve been forewarned, so now let’s proceed. 

 

[1] BLESSING 

 

 The Bible’s opinion of children is direct and to the point. Our children are our 

blessing, and sometimes (sigh) our curse. For better or worse, in the end, our children 

will be all that is left of us. 

 

Psalms 127:3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD; and the fruit of the womb 

is his reward. :4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of 

the youth. :5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be 

ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate. 

 

 There are exceptions of course. Cain and Absalom are examples of how bad bad 

can be. There will always be some children who despise and reject their parents and some 

parents who despise and reject their children. But in general and for the most part, it is 

our children that bring us our best happiness. To not have the joys of family is sad, but to 

not have those joys intentionally is just self-harming foolishness.  

 

Proverbs 15:20 A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his 

mother.  

 

 Every child will one day look back and will be either grateful that he or she 

pleased his or her parents, or regret the pain he or she caused them. 

 And then there are grandchildren ― 

  

Proverbs 17:6 Children’s children are the crown of old men; and the glory of 

children are their father.  

 

 What aging people want (their final hope) is to be proud of their children and their 

grandchildren. Kids, you really ought not disappoint them. Keep in mind that what glory 

you have you got from them. And if you give them the joy they hope from you as they 

prepare to step into their next life, that joy will return to you in your own later years as 

you remember and can honestly say, “I pleased them.” Then the death you must 

unavoidable face will be a joyful anticipation of an eternal reunion rather than a terror. 
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Proverbs 23:15 My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. 

:16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things. 

 

 What gladdens parents is to hear right things spoken by their children. Justice, 

honor, righteousness, courage, kindness; all the great virtues is what parents hope to see 

in their children and to hear in their words. 

 

Proverbs 23:24 The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that 

begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. :25 Thy father and thy mother shall 

be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice. 

 

 Kids, it is your goodness that makes your parents happy. It is incomprehensible 

why any child would want to be anything other than a good person. 

 

[2] SELFISHNESS 

 

 The opposite is selfishness. The selfish person is one who cares only for him or 

herself and little for anyone else, not even family. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath 

neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye 

satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul 

of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.  

 

 Some people choose to live only for themselves and their successes, striving only 

to be rich. They have no children, no family, but they have lots of money although it is 

never enough. And it seldom occurs to them to ask, what’s it all for? 

 The simplest way to understand why children are so important, is to understand 

that children are what give meaning to anything. Without them, everything is pointless.  

Of course that’s not entirely true. Many people find their life’s meaning in the 

good they do for others. It would be thoughtless and wrong (and cruel) to suppose that 

the lives of Mother Teresa and Florence Nightingale and Queen Elizabeth and Isaac 

Newton didn’t matter because they didn’t have children. Of course their lives mattered, 

and more than most because of their goodness. But still, their childlessness was likely a 

personal pain and a void. They filled that void with good, but still, it was a void that 

needed to be filled. Good people deserve more. But I expect God will make it up to them. 

 When our last child left home, my wife and I took that empty nest opportunity to 

go to Disneyland, just the two of us. The surprise was, for the first time we were bored 

with the place. Then we realized why. It is the magic kingdom to be sure, but the children 

are the magic. Without the children, the magic dies. 

 

[3] BARRENNESS 

 

 Now, you may think that this is a very sad message for those who are childless. 

And it is. After all, it was Sara’s barrenness that was her great sorrow. And Rachel said, 
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“Give me children, or else I die.” (Genesis 30:1) But the world is what it is, and every 

blessing has a dark side, and this dark side is that not everyone is so blessed. 

 Fortunately for childless people, we live in a world of modern technology. And 

barren couples now have ways and means to have the children that their hearts pine for. 

That’s good. Unless there are left over embryos that the world doesn’t want, then that’s 

bad. But I expect that technology will one day allow even those little lost persons to find 

their way into this wonderful world of ours, so long as we don’t just discard them in the 

meantime; genocide is always bad. 

 

[4] BIOLOGICAL CLOCK 

 

 Then there is that pesky biological clock. Alas, politics cannot change nature, and 

feminists politics has really done many women a horrible disservice. Far too many 

women believe that it’s okay to delay child bearing in pursuit of whatever, into their 

thirties towards their forties.  

Too many women believe that as they move from 30 to 40, the probability of 

conceiving in a month drops from 90% to 80%. That’s not true. The truth is, as women 

move from 30 to 40, the probability of conceiving in a month drops from 50% to 40%. 

Many women wait ‘til they’re 40, walk into a fertility clinic and say, “Now I’m ready to 

have a baby,” and are told, “Sorry, you’re clock ran out,” and they are devastated.  

 Women, do not listen to the feminist propaganda. This has nothing to do with 

women’s rights or politics, it has only to do with anatomy, your anatomy. “Nature cannot 

be fooled,” said Richard Feynman, and he’s right. Unless you are really sure that you 

don’t want to have children, ever, don’t delay past 30. If you do, you may be facing a 

childless life and a broken heart.  

 

[5] ABORTION 

 

 What about abortion? Absolutely not. In addition to the pure evil of killing a 

baby, what if that child you kill turns out to be the only child you could ever conceive? It 

happens more often than feminists dare admit.  

I’m not talking about just your baby’s right to live, I’m talking about your 

feminine right (not feminist right) to have a baby. Don’t squander it. 

 

[6] ADOPTION 

 

 Of course there is adoption. There are orphans in every country, and wanna-be 

parents abound. So getting them together, arranging adoptions, is a good and noble thing. 

 What if your daughter or grand-daughter gets pregnant and the father disappears 

from the picture? Should you give the baby up for adoption? That’s your family’s choice, 

of course. There are many couples who would provide a loving home.  

But speaking for myself, and this is just me so don’t you take this to heart, would 

I let my grand-baby slip out my family? Not if I had any power to stop it. Absolutely not. 

I would do anything to keep him or her including raising the baby myself.  I do wonder 

how often families give away an inconvenient child then decades later regret it.  
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Hebrews 12:16 …as Esau… :17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would 

have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, 

though he sought it with tears. 

  

But, as I said, this was just me. Adoption is a wonderful and noble thing. And 

there are times and situations where adoption is the right and best thing. Certainly it is 

better, always better, infinitely better, than abortion. I’m just saying before you adopt 

away your baby, just be really, really sure, because once done, it can’t be undone. 

If you or someone you know are wrestling with this decision, I recommend a fun 

movie: “Widow’s Peak”(1994)  starring Mia Farrow. Might give you a new perspective. 

 

[7] SINGLE MOTHERHOOD 

 

 Now, what about a single woman who wants a baby ― her own baby, from her 

own womb? We frown on that, a single woman having a baby, and for good reason: 

single mothers and their babies are too often consigned to lives of poverty. That is one 

very good argument for marriage. When a mother and baby have to go it alone without 

the financial support of the father, that is unfair, to her and to her child.  

 But is a mother and baby going it alone better or worse than a women never 

having the child she wants? Is having a baby ever wrong? Is new life ever wrong? And 

here we are at a moral impasse.  

 The question screams at us: if a woman has no prospects for marriage, should she 

be denied the right to have a baby merely because it is “sin”? Before you good Christians 

yell at me for daring to pose the question, let me tell you that the Bible says this — 

 

Isaiah 3:25 Thy men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty men in war. 4:1 And 

in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own 

bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away 

our reproach. :2 In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and 

glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are 

escaped of Israel. 

 

 Marriage is best, of course. But if marriage is impossible for whatever reason ― 

(as in this Isaiah text because of war thinning out the males) ― then what are women 

with no prospect of marriage to do? Isaiah offers a shocking solution: concubinage.  

 But that’s a sin, isn’t it? I don’t know. Isaiah doesn’t’ say so. In fact he says it will 

be a beautiful and glorious time. If man-sharing is a sin, the Bible neglects to say so.  

 So, what is right? I won’t give you my opinion because, frankly, I have mixed 

opinions — and I don’t want to draw fire. But what I will do is what I always do when 

I’m at an impasse, I’ll just tell you a Bible story and then you can decide what it means. 

 

[8] TAMAR 

 

 The story is about Judah, and his son Er, and Er’s wife Tamar. The story is long in 

the telling, so rather than reciting the entire thing, I’ll give you the abridged version and 

get quickly to the point. 
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 Er died leaving his widow, Tamar, childless. Tamar demanded her legal right to 

have a child by Er’s brother Onan.  

 That itself we’d consider strange today. But in those days it was considered a 

conjugal duty for a brother to give his brother’s widow a baby. That was not considered 

adultery, it was considered family responsibility.  

But Onan died also. And that left Judah’s youngest son, Shelah who was not old 

enough to perform this filial duty. So Judah promised Tamar that as soon as Shelah was 

old enough, Shelah would be available to give Tamar the baby she rightly demanded. 

 But when Shelah came of age, Judah delayed. Tamar got impatient because her 

biological clock was ticking and she knew it, so she took matters into her own hands. 

Here’s what happened, whether you like it or not. 

 

Genesis 38:14 And she [Tamar] put her widow’s garments off from her, and 

covered herself with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which 

is by the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown and she was not 

given unto him  to wife. :15 When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; 

because she had covered her face. :16 And he turned unto her by the way, and 

said, go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee, (for he knew not that she was his 

daughter in law.) And she said, what wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in 

unto me? :17 And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt 

thou give me a pledge till thou send it? :18 And he said, What pledge shall I give 

thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy bracelets, and thy staff that is in thy hand. 

And he gave it to her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him. 

 

 So here’s the story so far. Judah reneged on his promise to Tamar to let her marry 

(maybe marry, maybe just borrow) his youngest son Shelah. So, desperate to have a baby, 

Tamar does a desperate thing ― she prostitutes herself, lures Judah to bed, and gets 

pregnant by her father-in-law. 

 It’s an important detail that Tamar accepted a pledge from Judah for later 

payment; the price of a prostitute. That pledge, the signet, staff, and bracelets which he 

left with her, later saved her life. 

 

Genesis 38:24 And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told 

Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, 

behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let 

her be burnt. :25 And when she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, 

saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I 

pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff. :26 And Judah 

acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I… 

 

 This odd story has a happy ending: Tamar got her child, in fact two ― she gave 

birth to twins, Pharez and Zarah. No one questioned their right to be alive and no one 

questioned her righteousness. Judah even said, “she hath been more righteous than I.”  

 And the story doesn’t end there. Pharaz, it turns out, was an ancestor of Jesus 

Christ (Matthew 1:3). So, how blessed can a woman be? 
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 What’s the point of my telling you this story? Well, how important are children? 

Children are really important. Important enough for Tamar to risk her life, risk her 

values, risk her reputation, risk everything she held true and dear for a child. I’ll leave it 

to you to decide if she was right or wrong to do what she did, but I think she got no 

argument from her two sons  

 So, what does this story mean to a childless woman today? I’m not going to 

answer that question, I won’t stick my neck out that far. I’m just telling you a Bible story, 

you take from it what you will. 

 

[9] AN OPEN MIND 

 

 One thing we might learn from this story is this: Perhaps we should be less 

judgmental of others who have really difficult choices to make. Yes, there is sin. But 

maybe some things are not as sinful as we might think, especially if we consider just how 

important and wonderful the life of a child really is. And with today’s technology, a 

woman can even dispense with the sex, so it is fair to ask: Is artificial insemination a sin? 

Are you sure? I’ll leave that question with you as a homework assignment. But before 

you judge, do be aware that Jesus did say this — 

 

Matthew 21:31 …Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into 

the kingdom of God before you. 


