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RACE AND THE BIBLE 

By Raymond White 

 

 Racism is perhaps the greatest obstacle to a cohesive human society. Many things 

separate us into tribes ― language, nation, religion, wealth, status ― but race, more than 

any other, seems to keep us at each other’s throats and deprives the world of real peace. 

 What’s to be done about it? I have ideas and so do you, but solving that problem 

is not my point here. My point here is, what does the Bible say about race? Here are some 

verses that might be useful to you when talking about this important subject. 

 

Numbers 12:1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the 

Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian 

woman. :9 and the anger of the Lord was kindled against them … :10 … and 

behold, Miriam became leprous … :11 And Aaron said unto Moses, lay not this 

sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned. 

 

 Let’s get the picture here. Moses, in his old age, married a black African woman, 

and Miriam and Aaron had a hissy-fit about it. The implication is that they were racist. 

Their hissy-fit was not merely about Moses’ Ethiopian wife, but that she was Ethiopian: 

“for he had married an Ethiopian woman.” They didn’t like having a black sister-in-law. 

 But then God chimed in. And what is his opinion? God was angry with Miriam 

and Aaron, and they felt the full wrath of God’s anger. God was in full agreement with 

Moses and would not tolerate their racism. 

 

Song of Solomon 1:5 I am black, but comely, O ye daughter of Jerusalem, as the 

tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.  

 

This black woman is one of Solomon’s wives, and she is, as far as I know, the 

only female Bible author.  

 

Jeremiah 38:12 And Ebedmelech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now 

these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And 

Jeremiah did so. 39:15 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah… :16 Go 

and speak to Ededmelech the Ethiopian, saying… :17 But I will deliver thee in 

that day, saithe the LORD: and thou shalt not be given into the hand of the men of 

whom thou art afraid. 

 

 This man, Ebedmelech, a black African, saved Jeremiah’s life. That makes him a 

Bible hero and God rewarded him with special protection. 

 

Zephaniah 1:1 The word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah the son of 

Cushi … 

 

 The word Cush means black. This great Hebrew prophet was likely a black man. 

 



 

2 

 

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was in Antioch certain prophets and 

teachers; as Barnabas, and Simon that was called Niger … 

 

 One of these Christian prophet/teachers, was a man called Simon, and he was 

called Niger; that is, he was black. 

 

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 

there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Colossians 3:11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 

uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

 

 God is asking for unanimity in his church, and for everyone to regard each other 

as equals without race, status, or gender.  

 

Revelation 5:9 …and redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 

tongue, and people, and nation; 

 

 Whether we ever manage to put racism behind us or not, just remember that 

God’s salvation has nothing to do with race. 


