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THE WAR IN VIETNAM AND A BRIEF HISTORY OF COMMUNISM 

By 

Raymond White 

 

 Most Americas when asked “Did America ever lose a war?” will answer: “Yes. The 

Vietnam war.” And that answer would be, sad to say, entirely wrong.  

I say “sad to say” because what actually happened was much worse than mere defeat, it 

was betrayal. We won the war — it cost us 58,000 American dead — then we give the hard-won 

prize to the enemy and betrayed our allies to do it. This was an end result so despicable that we 

do not talk openly about it, preferring instead to let Americans believe that we just lost the war. 

 Well, in honor of our brave veterans, and war dead, who fought it, it’s time for the truth. 

 Okay. Where shall I begin this sad story? I know. How about at the very beginning? 

 

[1] WORLD WAR I 

 

Germany was caught in the middle of a war it did not start — it was started by its ally 

Austria. Germany faced enemies on two fronts, east and west, and to relieve that battlefield 

stress, Germany hatched a plan. Vladimir Lenin had been exiled out of Russia and was in 

Switzerland. Germany’s plan was to smuggle Lenin out of Switzerland, safely across war torn 

Germany, and back into Russia. In exchange for safe passage, Lenin promised that if his 

Communist revolution was successful, Russia would quit the war so that Germany could 

withdraw from its eastern front and throw its entire military might against the west. 

 All of that happened as planned. The Communists took over Russia in 1917. 

 

[2] WORLD WAR II 

 

Germany had serious economic problems. It was forced by England and France to pay 

massive war reparations, it had run away inflation, and its economy was in shambles. So, to 

remedy their economic woes and end the allies’ punitive demands, the Germans elected Adolf 

Hitler chancellor in 1933. 

 Hitler did jumpstart the German economy so he started well. But he led Germany into a 

massive war with almost everybody, including Russia. 

 In the aftermath of WW-II,  the Americans had learned an important lesson from WW-I. 

Namely: to finally end a war, rather than punishing your enemy (which France and England had 

done to German) it might be better to make your enemy your friend by rebuilding the defeated 

nations. And that’s what the Americans did, both in Japan (per General Douglas McArthur) and 

in Europe (per General George Marshall, i.e.: the “Marshall Plan” 1948) 

 But the Russians were not so inclined — they were not in a forgiving mood. And why 

should they be? The Russians lost 20,000,000 people in that conflict, more than America 

(400,000), Britain (400,000), France (600,000), and Germany (4,000,000) combined. So the 

Russians, if they’d had their way, would have buried Germany. What saved Germany was the 

Americans. Well, England and France too, but mostly Americans. 

 Germany was split. West Germany was administered by America, England, and France. 

East Germany was administered by Russia. And Berlin, the capital of Germany, which had the 
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bad luck to be in East Germany, was split as well — East Berlin under Russia and West Berlin 

under America, Britain, and France. 

 The Russians, though, thought they should have all of Berlin to themselves, and since 

West Berlin was entirely surrounded by Russian controlled East Germany, the Russians thought 

that all they had to do was cut off road access and West Berlin would have to surrender or starve.  

 So, to save West Berlin, in 1948 the allies began a continual air drop of food and supplies 

over Russian controlled East Germany into West Berlin. When it became apparent that the Allies 

could keep that air drop up indefinitely and the Russians could do nothing to stop it short of 

declaring war, they capitulated. So the allies saved West Berlin from the Russians. 

 That, then, plus the Communists taking over Poland in 1947, began — 

 

[3] THE COLD WAR 

 

Russia and America, who had been allies through World War II, now found themselves at 

odds with each other on just about everything.  

1949 was a critical year. China became Communist and had proven itself very blood 

thirsty by killing forty million of its own people, the Russians detonated its first atomic bomb, 

and NATO was born to resist Russian aggression in Western Europe.   

 In 1950, the Korean war began. 

In 1956, the Russian army crushed the Hungarian revolution signaling that it had no 

intentions of loosening its grip on East Europe. 

And in 1959, Fidel Castrol took over Cuba and brought Soviet Communism to the 

western hemisphere. 

So the “cold war” so called was pretty hot in many places. There was danger everywhere. 

 I recall a lecture where it was said that if the Red Army decided to move into Western 

Europe, all that would stop it was the Atlantic Ocean. So most of us had a genuine fear of 

Communism sweeping over the entire world. 

  Further, there was the matter of the atomic bomb. We had it and so did the Russians, so 

the nuclear arms race was on in earnest. The irony is that WW III never happened because both 

sides were loaded to the gills with nukes — both sides were afraid of Mutually Assured 

Destruction, or MAD, which a nuclear exchange would surely cause. 

 So, what was the cold war about? It was about territory, lands, and people; it was about 

“the bomb”; it was about freedom versus dictatorship; and it was about economic philosophy, 

Communism versus Capitalism, and the fact that we wanted nothing to do with a government 

model that yanked wealth away from private citizens to redistribute as the government saw fit.  

 Young Americans today might think that we, back then, were overly paranoid about the 

threat of encroaching Communism. We were not paranoid; the threat was real.  

I remember in the third or fourth grade (during the Korean war) having nuclear war drills. 

We would pretend that nuclear incoming was eminent, we would go to the windows facing the 

direction of the pretend blast, knee down to be protected by the wall below the windows, and use 

our little hands to protect, as best we could, our necks and spines against shattering glass.  

 And people built bomb shelters — it was all the rage. All this as our two countries build 

bigger and bigger bombs. Atom bombs were no longer the threat, hydrogen bombs, a hundred 

times more powerful than atom bombs, were now the threat. 
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 And Nikita Khrushchev really did say, “We will bury you.” And we had no reason to 

believe that he didn’t mean it — literally.   

 And there was another reason to fear encroaching Communism. Prior to Ronald Reagan, 

of all the countries that fell to Communism, not one of them had retracted, not one had thrown 

off Communism and become non-communist. So it did seem for awhile that Communism was 

unstoppable, a one-way-street, a black hole that once you were in, you could never get out.  

 Then came — 

 

[4] CUBA 

 

Fidel Castro’s Communist revolution in Cuba was successful in 1959. Until then, 

Americans had no idea that he would turn Cuba into a Communist state and into a satellite of the 

Soviet Union, the first in the western hemisphere. 

 President Dwight Eisenhower understood the threat and planned, with expatriate Cubans, 

to launch a counter revolution and get rid of Castro and his government. It wouldn’t do to have a 

Soviet ally just off the coast of Florida in short striking distance. 

 The Cuban expatriates would invade, and the American Navy would provide full navel 

battery support as they landed on the beaches, or so Eisenhower promised. 

But when the invasion occurred in April 1961, that promised Naval support didn’t happen 

and the invading expatriates were slaughtered on the beaches in what became known as the Bay 

of Pigs. We had betrayed our ally. 

And why did the invasion fail? Why did we not provide Naval support? Because of — 

 

[5] JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

 

As luck would have it, 1960 was an election year and Eisenhower would soon be gone. 

The Republican nominee was Eisenhower’s Vice President Richard Nixon and the Democrat 

nominee was John Kennedy.  

Now here’s where it gets really bad. Vice President Nixon of course knew of the Cuban 

invasion plans, Kennedy of course did not. So Nixon felt the pressure of the impending war and 

Kennedy did not. So Nixon looked stressed and bad on TV while Kennedy looked young, fresh, 

and invigorated. So, who won the election? Well, Kennedy did, of course, because he looked 

good on TV. He took office in January 1961  

 But, here’s the thing: Nixon might have won had he disclosed to the American voters the 

seriousness of the upcoming war. But he couldn’t do that because it was a military secret. Nixon 

could not blurt out “Hey, we’re going to war soon, you need me” without informing our enemy, 

and that was a huge no-no. So Kennedy won when what we really needed was Nixon. 

 So, what happened? 

 When Kennedy took office, he was immediately informed of what was coming. His 

response was basically “No, I’m not going to drag America into a war so soon after taking 

office.” So, instead of engaging the war as he should have, he ordered our Navy to stand down 

and to fire only if fired on. 

 Well, Castro was not stupid. He did not fire on the American Navy but instead left our 

ships stranded to do nothing but watch the slaughter of our allies on the beaches.  
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As our Cuban allies died on the beaches of the Bay of Pigs, Cubans in Florida listened via 

radio to the screaming of their dying husbands and sons. Cubans never forgave Kennedy for that 

screw-up,  

 Later, when Kennedy was assassinated (1963), there were several conspiracy theories. 

One of them was that maybe the Cubans were behind it. I’m not advocating that (I’m not a 

conspiracy buff), I’m just saying, that was one buzz — one conspiracy theory among several. 

 What was the impact of the Bay of Pigs screw-up? It emboldened the Soviet Union to 

challenge the west at every opportunity, and that was what Kennedy had to deal with the rest of 

his administration. 

 In October 1962, the Cuban missile crises put Soviet nukes right at our doorstep. 

Kennedy demanded that they be removed and Khrushchev refused. And for a brief while, it 

looked like a full-on nuclear exchange was unavoidable.  

History is very kind to Kennedy and gives him credit for facing down Khrushchev and 

forcing him to remove his missiles from Cuba. Well, bravo! But what Americans conveniently 

forget is that the Cuban Missile Crisis was, first, the direct result of Kennedy’s screw-up at the 

Bay of Pigs. But also, second, that in order to persuade Khrushchev to remove missiles from 

Cuba, we had to reciprocate by removing missiles from some NATO countries. So much for 

Kennedy’s courageous show-down with Khrushchev.   

And now we arrive at — 

 

[6] VIETNAM 

 

Communism once again had its gun-sights on Asia. I could go through all of the history 

of that war — the French involvement and our takeover of that mess — but you’d be better off to 

read Nixon’s book, “No More Vietnams”. 

 I can’t blame Vietnam on Kennedy. That war was in progress long before he took office. 

But I can blame Kennedy for several screw-ups: the Strategic Hamlet program for one, the 

assassination of Diem for another (by Kennedy’s “accidental” order), but mostly I blame 

Kennedy because under his watch, the Vietnam war became America’s war. 

That war had four phases: [1] Kennedy got us into it for which history blames him not at 

all; why, I cannot imagine. [2] Johnson got us mired in it. [3] Nixon got us out of it with a viable 

plan which would have been a successful exit had it not been for Watergate. And [4] Ford turned 

Nixon’s victory and successful exit into a defeat and a genocidal mess because he was too 

wimpy to face down a turncoat Senate. 

 Here’s what happened: Johnson could not come up with a solution to the Vietnam mess 

so he refused to run for a second term, effectively resigning. Nixon came up with a viable plan to 

exit the war: Vietnamization. That is, turn the war effort over to the South Vietnamese, let them 

fight for their own country. But we would continue to fund their war effort.  

 That plan actually worked. The South Vietnamese proved to be gallant warriors and 

defended their own country successfully. 

 But then came the Tet Offensive in January 1968 which lasted for several months. It was 

North Vietnam’s major all-or-nothing effort to win the war. They lost and retreated. America and 

South Vietnam won, massively. American and South Vietnamese killed in action were low 

(4300). North Vietnamese and Viet Cong killed in action were high (45,000). That’s an 

overwhelming victory by anybody’s count.  
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By anybody’s count that is except the American press. The press said that the Tet 

Offensive was a defeat!   

It began with Walter Cronkite who said, “Who won and who lost the great Tet Offensive 

against the cities? I’m not quite sure. The Vietcong did not win by a knockout but neither did 

we.” In other words, Cronkite was saying we lost. He lied. 

Other reporters took their cue from Cronkite and soon, that great lie of the now left 

leaning media — that we had lost the Tet Offensive — caused the entire country to turn against 

the war effort.  

My good friend Ed, a veteran of that battle, told me years later that when he and his 

buddies heard the news, they said among themselves, “What war did they report? It sure wasn’t 

this one.” 

 The new problem was that after a decade of this war and 58,000 American dead, the 

liberals now ran the political show at home, and because of their false reporting, Americans were 

no longer in a mood to continue the war. They wanted an end now, and the press was in the 

mood to accommodate that new political correctness with massive lies. The truth got lost. 

 And everyone of course blamed Richard Nixon. No matter that he was successfully 

ending the war with a total victory, he was president so this Tet Offensive “defeat” was his fault 

so he had to go. And Watergate was just the political fodder to make that happen. Nixon was 

forced to resign just as he was succeeding at doing exactly what everyone had demanded he do: 

end the war with victory. 

 But it turned out that “end the war with victory” was not what liberals wanted, they 

wanted end the war period! That Nixon was winning the war — in fact had won the war — just 

angered liberals all the more. 

 So, now the final phase — 

 

[7] GERALD FORD VERSUS MIKE MANSFIELD 

 

South Vietnamese had won the war. North Vietnam was stymied with no means of 

continuing their war effort. All the south had to do was maintain, and they could, thanks to 

American money.  

But North Vietnam found a powerful ally in the U.S. Senate. Senator Mike Mansfield 

managed to persuaded the Senate that the war wasn’t truly over until America cut off its funding 

to South Vietnam. President Gerald Ford, wus that he was, was powerless to stop that disaster, 

and so, that’s exactly what our Senate did. They cut off all funding to our ally South Vietnam.  

 The significance of that blunder was not lost on North Vietnam. They quickly 

redeployed, and within months, they overwhelmed the south and captured Saigon. The South 

Vietnamese had no choice but to surrender because they had simply run out of bullets. 

 

[8] AFTERMATH 

 

In ten years of that war, 58,000 Americans and more 200,000 Vietnamese died. Yes, 

that’s tragic. However, in the aftermath, the “peace” under Communism, over five million 

civilians (estimates as high as 7.5 million) in Indo China died under Communism — in Vietnam, 

in Laos, and in Cambodia. In Cambodia alone, two million people were murdered by Pol Pot; 

that, in a country that had only five million people to start with. That’s 40%, folks, of the entire 
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population murdered by Communism. In Vietnam, 600,000 Chinese “boat people” were kicked 

out, set adrift in the South China Sea, and drowned.  

So if you understand nothing else about the war in Vietnam, understand that wars against 

Communism kill far less people than “peace” under Communism. 

Also understand that when we abandon our ally, really bad things happen, And sadly, that 

seems to have become our habit. 

Finally, understand this: The media lies. And it’s been lying to us ever since Walter 

Cronkite turned our Tet Offensive victory into an imagined defeat and the entire war into an 

actual monumental defeat. 

What I am curious about is this: Do any of the people who worked so hard to get Nixon 

expelled from office feel any guilt at all for the blood spilled by Communist monsters? Or do 

they still, to this day, feel that they did the right thing sacrificing so many? I doubt that they care 

or even understand the question. 

So, back to the original question: Did America lose the Vietnam war? The answer is, no. 

We won it. Then we surrendered. Go figure. 

 

 


